EEPOET 



DEEP SEA AND COAST 

FISHERY COMMISSIONERS, 

IRELAND, 



1868 , 

TO HIS EXCELLENCY THE LORD LIEUTENANT, 

PEESDANT TO THE ACT Sin AST) 6th VICTORIA, CHAPTER 106. 



in buijf ffougte of Ijarliamtnl bjr Cnmmaitb of Jjjt* Utajjsljr. 




DUBLIN: 

FEINTED BY ALEXANDER THOM", 87 Ss 88, ABBEY - STREET, 

FOR HER MAJESTY’S STATIONERY OFFICE. 

1 86 9 . 

Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




CONTENTS. 



Page 

REPORT, ...■••• ‘ ... 3 

APPENDIX : — 

Report of Inspecting Commissioner of Fisheries for 1868, . . • • ■ .6 

Appendix, No. 1. — Memorandum of a Tour on part of the Coast, hy John P. Brophy, . , 9 

No. 2. — Queries sent to the Coast-Guard Officers from the Answers to which the Registry 

Returns have been compiled, . . . • • . . 17 

n State of the Registry of Fishing Vessels on the Coast of Ireland to 1st January, 
1868, pursuant to the 5th and 6 th Vic., cap. 106, showing the Increase or De- 
crease in the different Districts since January, 1868, . . . .18 

No. 3 . Abstract of By-Laws, Orders, <fcc., made hy the Commissioners to 31st December, • 

1868, . 44 

No. 4. — Quantity of Fish conveyed by Railways between 1863 and 1868, . . .46 



„ Quantity of Fish, with Rates of Carriage, conveyed daring the year ending the 
31st December, 1868, by the following Railways : — 

Great Southern and Western, 

Dublin and Drogheda, 

Waterford and Limerick, 

Midland Great Western, 

Dublin, Wicklow, and Wexford, 

■ Cork and Bandon, 

No. 5. — Abstract of Returns of Herring Fishery at Howth, 

„ at Ardglass, 

„ at Kilkeel, 

No. 6 . — List of Licences granted by the Commissioners to plant Oyster Beds, 
December, 1868, ....•• 

No. 7. — Communications relative to the Cultivation of Licensed Oyster Beds, 

„ Arklow Oyster Fishery. — Letters from Mr. Maher, 

No. 8 . Oyster Fisheries. — Meeting to consider an application made to the Commissioners 

to rescind the Order issued on the 1st of April, 1865, giving permission to Dredge 
for Oysters in Clew Bay during part of the close season for the supply of priva e 
Oyster Beds in that Bay, . • • • • ' 

No. 9.— Sea Fisheries Act, 1868.— Correspondence with the Board of Trade with regard to 
the Registry and Marking of Boats, . • 

No. 10. — South of Ireland Fishing Company, 

No. 11. — Order in Council — Oyster Fishery, South-east Coast, . . • 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 



REPORT 



DEEP SEA AND COAST FISHERY COMMISSIONERS, IRELAND, 

FOR THE YEAR 1868. 



TO HIS EXCELLENCY JOHN POINT Z, EARL SPENCER, 

LORD LIEUTENANT-GENERAL AND GENERAL GOVERNOR OF IRELAND. 



May it please tour Excellency, 

We, tlie Commissioners for the Deep Sea and Coast Fisheries of Ireland, beg leave to 
submit to your ExceUency our Report on the state of the Fisheries for the year 1868. 

The general conditions and results of the fisheries during the past year will, we trust 
and believe, on a perusal and consideration of the facts stated in the various reports 
printed in the Appendix, be deemed satisfactory. In some of the districts, and espe- 
cially in those which are more remote, it is true that a diminished capture and declining 
prosperity is reported ; but in others again, and those the more important, a decided 
improvement is represented to have taken place. Where the former state of things is 
alleged to exist, want of means, emigration, in some cases an actual fading off in the 
numbers of fish frequenting the coast, and, generally, stormy and unfavourable weather 
are referred to as the causes ; but we have little doubt that where such falling off is 
well authenticated it is to the last cause that it is chiefly ,to he attributed, the season 
having been one of unusuaUy severe and protracted gales. There is much difficulty, 
however, in ascertaining the exact facts in consequence of the reporting officers (the 
inspecting officers of the Coast-guard) being of necessity, through their frequent re- 
moval, dependent for their information on local persons, whose statements are not un- 
frequently coloured according to their views and feelings, and are often unreliable. 

The decrease in the number of boats — nearly all being of the first class — shown by 
the district returns, and which would appear to hear an unfavourable aspect, we find on 
inquiry to be mainly due to the frequent removals referred to, and to the different views 
taken *by the officers, many boats previously registered as fishing boats having been 
rejected from the list in consequence of their being found to be more employed in car- 
rying stone or manure or in other coasting occupations than in fishing ; the number of 
men employed, on the other hand, it will be observed is, notwithstanding, stated to 
have somewhat increased. Under the careful revision which the introduction of the 
new system of registration authorized by the Act of last Session will necessitate, and 
with greater attention to classification and details on the part of the registering officers 
in future, these discrepancies will, we trust, disappear. 

The herring fishery on the east coast generally during the year has been very suc- 
cessful, and the take greatly in excess of late years. It is also very satisfactory to 
observe- that the her ring s have again, after many years’ absence, returned in consider- 
able numbers to the western coasts, and in anticipation of the return being repeated 
this year and its becoming, as formerly, an annual occurrence, active preparations are 
now being made by the fishermen to profit by the occasion. 

The important mackerel fishery on the south coast although unproductive during the 
earlier part of the season in consequence of heavy and long-continued gales has latterly 
been highly successful and remunerative to all concerned. The letter of the Secretary 
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of the South of Ireland Fishing Company, established at Kinsale, which will be found 
in the Appendix, gives a very gratifying account of the success which has attended the 
efforts of that Company — a success which we believe is principally due to the system of 
management adopted. 

W e much regret that similar results have not attended the enterprise of the Irish 
Sea Coast Fishery Company, established at Howth, and the North-Western Company 
established at Derry, both of which have ceased their operations. In neither case have 
we been able to ascertain the precise cause of failure, but in the former at least we ap- 
prehend that it is attributable in a great measure to a faulty system of management and 
the preliminary formation of an establishment too costly in its nature in proportion to 
the profits to be derived from the business engaged in. 

The oyster fisheries, so far as they are of common right to the public, and more espe- 
cially those on the eastern coast, have been attended with increased success, and have 
afforded remunerative employment to the large body of fishermen who are engaged in 
them. We have the more satisfaction in recording this prosperity from the marked 
contrast which it presents to the ruined and exhausted state of the public oyster fisli- 
eries on the coasts of England and France generally — a contrast which is due to the 
proper regard which has been paid to the statute law, the enforcement of the penalty- 
due to its transgression, and to the care and attention which has been bestowed on the 
general interests in the enactment of such protective or restorative bye-laws as circum- 
stances in each case have seemed to demand. We refer also with satisfaction to the 
success which attended our efforts during the last Session of Parliament to preserve the 
beds on the eastern coast from the disastrous consequences which would inevitably have 
attended their being left open to dredging all the year round, under the terms of the 
Convention with France, as had been proposed. 

YV ith regard ,to the private beds, for the formation of which licences have beengranted by 
us, we regret to have to state that although in some few additional instances, beyond those 
of previous years, a disposition has been shown by the licencees to avail themselves of 
the privileges conceded to them, yet, on the whole, the primary objects in granting the 
licences, viz., the affording an increased supply of oysters to the public, the giv ing of 
increased employment to fishermen and others in their localities, and the dissemination 
of spat from the protected to adjacent public beds, have not been attained. From not 
more than one-half of the persons to whom licences have been given have replies been 
received to our circular, requesting information as to the steps they had taken to stock 
their beds ; and it has now become an important question whether it will not be our 
duty, in many instances, to take steps for revo kin g the licences, the purposes for 
granting which have been so neglected. 

At the same time, looking to the present insufficient and gradually diminishing 
supply (from general sources) of oysters to the public, it seems to us very desirable 
that means should be adopted for, as far as possible, supplying the deficiency. With 
this view, we think that increased facilities might with advantage be given for the 
formation of oyster beds to private parties unconnected with the soil of the adjacent 
foreshore ; and it is also, in our opinion, worthy of consideration whether it might not 
be advisable to authorize and encourage, in such localities as might be found suitable, the 
establishment of oyster layings by individual fishermen of known good character 
and industry, granting to each a portion of the bed of the sea, not exceeding in 
any one case five acres, on certain terms and conditions, and on principles somewhat 
similar to those recently adopted, under like circumstances, on the coast of France. 
It would perhaps be found advisable, should the course thus indicated be approved, 
to afford to the fishermen to whom the grants might be made the aid of a qualified 
instructor who might be attached to the Fishery Board as a sub-inspector, subject 
to certain charges, and we believe that, from the industry and enterprise of the small 
communities which would thus be established, important benefits would accrue, both to 
the public and to the individuals themselves. 

No complaints have reached us from any quarter, except in one doubtful instance, of 
irregularities amongst the fishermen, and we believe that the same good conduct which 
has hitherto characterized them has prevailed during the past year. 

In the Appendix will be found a report of a tour of inspection and inquiry under- 
taken at our request by Mr. J.-P. Brophy, of the Secretary’s Department of the Board 
of Works, with the object not only of ascertaining the actual present state of the 
fisheries, but also the causes which have led to the apparent falling off in the numbers of 
men and boats now engaged in them as compared with the numbers twenty-five years 
back, and to trace out, if possible, what has become of the numerous boats reported 
then to have been in existence. We find his statements to confirm the views and 
opinions we have entertained and from time to time put forward, and which it may 
_ 110 ^ be out of place here again to repeat. We believe that the present depressed 
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state of the fisheries, so far as such a state is fairly^ deducible from the mere apparent 
decrease in the numbers of men and boats engaged in them, is mainly due to the great 
diminution in the population, more especially on the remote southern and western 
coasts (to which localities, in fact, the description of the state referred to is almost solely 
applicable) consequent on the distress and loss of life caused by the famine of 1845-6-7, 
on the emigration which ensued and has since continued, and the consequent decrease 
in the demand for local or home consumption ; the distance from and difficulty of access 
to good markets and want of remunerative prices ; the precarious nature of the pursuit 
itself more especially on the rugged and stormy coasts before alluded to ; and, pro- 
minently also, the more general means now afforded to the remaining population of 
obtaining agricultural employment and their disposition to give a, preference to it. 

A further cause also given by us, and the correctness of which continued reports 
to the same effect leave little room to doubt, has been that in some localities the 
quantity of fish frequenting them has seriously diminished, one or two species having 
even almost entirely disappeared, while the migratory fish have in some cases altogether, 
though there is reason now to hope only temporarily, abandoned the coast. 

That which, in our opinion, is now required to give a new stimulus to the exertions 
of the fishermen, and to recruit their numbers, is the providing of means, for the more 
important stations at least, of immediately communicating to fish factors and others 
when good takes have been secured, and of rapidly transmitting the produce to good 
markets, where remunerative prices may be obtained. Electric telegraphs would supply 
the former, and tramways of a cheap construction, the latter want. 

The aid which we think it desirable that Government should afford, namely, by an 
increase of the superintending staff, and also by the appointment of a. Government 
tender to watch over the fisheries, we have pointed out m our reports for the past three 
years. Such public aid, however, can of itself availbut little ; private enterprise alone 
can, in our minds, advance and develope the fisheries on a sound and permanent basis. 

We have the honor to be 

Your Excellency’s obedient servants, 

J. G. M'Kerlie, 

William R. Le Fanu, 

Commissioners of Public "Works and Sea Fisheries. 

James Redmond Barry, 

Inspecting Commissioner of Sea Fisheries. 



Edward Hornsby, Secretary. 

Office of Public Works, 
Department of Sea Fisheries, 
18th May, 1869. 
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The Board having this year determined to avail 
themselves of the valuable services of Mr. Brophy 
in making a tour of such part of the coast as other 
pressing engagements -would permit, he has left 
little for me to say in reference to the several places 
which he has visited, from Galway, round the 
north coast to Dublin, further than to express my 
eneral concurrence in the conclusions which he 
as drawn from his observations upon the state of 
that portion of our island. Indeed, it may be said 
that in most parts of the. south and west very 
nearly a similar state of things may be found, 
varying only whei’e an extraordinary stimulus had 
been given by the introduction, of concentrated 
capital or increased facilities of transit. 

Mr. Brophy’s very minute and interesting re- 
port will be found from page 9 to page 16. It is 
much to be regretted that his other important en- 
gagements did not permit the completion of the 
tour this year. In the meantime we are enabled 
to refer to the ordinary returns from the Coastguard 
Department, and without meaning to undervalue 
the services of those gentlemen whose zeal and 
activity have been found m many instances beyond 
praise, it is not to be expected that, in the state of 
constant mutation which the rules of their service 
require they can be as generally well informed on 
this branch of their duties, giving 'much trouble 
and no recompense, as an intelligent public officer 
who has for upwards of twenty years been occa- 
sionally visiting nearly every creek upon the coast. 
Our last report bears date the 15th of June, 1868. 
Since then, on the 13th of July, a new measure of 
legislation has, at the instance of the Board of 
Trade, been passed under the title of “ An Act to 
cany into effect a Convention between Her 
Majesty and the Emperor of the French concern- 
ing the fisheries in the seas adjoining the British 
Islands and France, and to amend the laws re- 
lating to British sea fisheries.’’ 

This Act, 31st and 32nd Viet., cap. 45, would, 
from its title, appear to relate exclusively to British 
fisheries, but Ireland is especially included in the 
interpretation clause, section 6, and has become 
subject to all its provisions, excepting only the 
regulations relating to oyster fisheries contained 
in part 3, section 27, which interdicts interference 
with the jurisdiction or powers now possessed by 
the Irish Fishery Commissioners with regard to 
oyster fisheries, which jurisdiction, it appears, does 
not extend further than a distance of three miles 
from low water mark along the whole extent of 
the coast, but with respect to bays, the mouths of 
which do not exceed ten miles m width, the dis- 
tance is to be measured from a straight line drawn 
from headland to headland. 

But in order to give further protection to the 
deep sea oyster banks upon the eastern coast, 
another section (67) has been added, authorizing 
the Irish Fishery Commissioners from time to time 
to lay befoi’e Her Majesty in Council by-laws for 
the purpose of restricting or regulating the dredg- 
ing for oysters on any oyster beds or banks situate 
within the distance of twenty miles measured from 
a straight line drawnfrouL the eastern .ppint of. 
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Lambay Island to Carnsore point on the coast of 
Ireland outside the exclusive fishery limits of the 
British Islands, and all such by-laws shall apply 
equally to all boats and persons on whom they 
may be binding. In pursuance of this authority 
we forwarded to the Board of Trade on the 3rd 
of October last the draft of a by-law for the 
approval of Her Majesty in Council, but it could 
not of course be submitted till after the Act had 
been put in force and so gazetted, and that period 
having been fixed at the 1st of February we have 
again forwarded a by-law, duly executed, making 
the close time for those distant banks similar to the 
general statutable close time fixed by the original 
Acts for Ireland from the 1st of May to the 31st 
of August, which has been approved of and duly 
published. A copy will be found in the Appendix, 
page 66. 

The Board of Trade have, under the 22nd 
section of the recent Act 31st and 32nd Viet., 
cap. 45, established a most minute system of regis- 
tration, marking, and numbering of all fishing 
vessels on our coast in strict conformity with the 
regulations contained in the several articles of the 
late Convention with, F ranee, classified under the 
several collectorships of customs, and to be carried 
out by the customs and coastguard departments. 
The proofs of this important code were very 
politely submitted for the information of our de- 
partment, hut some trifling alterations which we 
ventured to suggest were not judged expedient. 

I earnestly hope that it may be found possible 
to carry out those regulations more satisfactorily 
than the former less complex and less minute 
measure worked. The aid of the customs depart- 
ment and their closer intercourse with the coast- 
guards will probably insure a more vigilant 
enforcement of the new regulations, and the 
advantages of it if thoroughly effected cannot be 
overrated. We have, since the sad scenes of 1846, 
never had a reliable registry: 

Our department has for some years now been 
considered a fair subject for reform or improve- 
ment, and it is much to bfe deplored that so much 
time should he allowed to pass without some 
decided step. Ever since the report of the Royal 
Commissioners, issued in 1865, parties have been 
anxiously looking for some important changes, and 
what, between vague expectations of extraordinary 
encouragement, and apprehensions of measures 
not calculated to give confidence, there is decidedly 
an unwillingness in such a state of uncertainty to 
embark capital in our fisheries. 

I had hoped that from the three cases of con- 
centrated capital applied to the fisheries at London- 
derry, at Howth, and at Cork, much good might 
have been expected. There did not appear to 
have been a deficiency of skill, of energy, or of 
means in any of these cases, and yet in the last 
only am I able to point at a successful result. 
The real causes of failure in the two first cases, so 
far as they are not involved in mystery, and so far 
as I have been able to learn, are attributed to mis- 
management, disunion, lavish expenditure, and 
perhaps .still more to another cause, incidental to 
psatian Unit 
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joint stock companies, where the operations cannot 
be tinder the immediate and constant super- 
vision of principals. I have taken great trouble 
in one of those cases, “ Howth, or the Irish Deep 
Sea Fishery Company,” to unravel the mystery of 
failure. I have been met with the utmost candour 
by some few individuals of high position interested 
in the project, and I have traced a combination 
of causes, quite enough to make me tremble for 
the success of any similar undertaking so long as 
the superhuman efforts of James Houghton and 
Father Spratt and their truly philanthropic asso- 
ciates are ineffectual in restraining the monster 
evil of the day, that evil which most especially 
affects that branch of industry which has for more 
than half a century been the main subject of my 
thoughts, and which now, in the close of my life, 

I still pronounce to be its greatest bane. 

But there is one bright spot to be found to 
cheer us. We have just received from the 
respected secretary of the South of Ireland 
Fisheries Company a most gratifying detail of cir- 
cumstances connected with their proceedings for 
the last year, calculated to encourage hopes ; and 
let it be'remembered that it refers especially to a 
community of whose habits I dared to tell truth 
in one of my communications in last year’s report. 

I did so on authority that could not be doubted, 
and 1 brought upon my head all the accumulated 
wrath of both sexes, and of various writers. If, 
as I have been assured, the evil has been most 
miraculously diminished, and the untiring efforts 
of those who should have appreciated my motives 
better have ended in improved habits, I am amply 
compensated. 

In the meantime I beg especially to refer to the 
report of the South of Ireland Company, Appen- 
dix, page 65. 

I also beg to refer to our correspondence with 
the Board of Trade on the subject of the new 
regulations, which will be found in the Appendix, 
page 64. 

Among the printed documents furnished to us 
is a report from Messrs. R. A. Ogilvie and H. 
Cholmondeley Pennell to the Board of Trade, 
dated the 4th of November, 1868. In this report, 
under the section referring to Ireland, page 6, 
may be found the following statement: — 

“On reference to the foregoing remarks upon the 
existing systems of registry of sea-fishing boats in the 
United Kingdom it will he seen that the only system 
at present in operation which substantially embodies 
the above conditions is that in force in Ireland. Whilst 
in England and Scotland the numbering and lettering 
of boats is incomplete in theory, and is, although in 
different degrees, imperfectly carried out in practice, 
and in neither country is any attempt made at 
systematic registration or the granting of certificates of 
registry. In Ireland both have been organized, and 
have been carried out with uniformity and vigour under 
the Commissioners of Public Works with the assistance 
of the Coast-Guard. We consider that this system, 
with certain modifications necessary to bring it into 
harmony with the provisions of the new Act, will form 
an excellent basis on which to frame general regula- 
tions for the registry, numbering, and lettering of fishing 
boats throughout the United Kingdom; and will also 
furnish the means of obtaining, on certain of the most 
important points valuable and reliable fishery statistics." 

We have also been favoured with a copy of a 
report made by Mr. Cholmondeley Pennell to the 
Board of Trade “ On the Oyster and Mussel 
Fisheries of France and the applicability of the 
French system to British waters.” 

This very interesting document has been pre- 
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sented to both Houses of Parliament by com- Appendix. 
mand, and printed. It may be purchased for the Rep0 7jT^- 
small sum of lid., and is deserving the attention inspecting 
of all persons interested in oyster culture. It Commissioner 
extends to thirty-five folios, and will he found to for ia68 ‘ 
contain much valuable information on the subject, 
both in reference to what has been done and is 
in progress in France, contrasted with the present 
state of the oyster fisheries in England. 

This report has, I find, become the subject of 
much controversy, and the columns of the 
Field and of Land and Water for the last 
month will be found to contain several interesting 
communications on the subject. I have been 
accustomed for some time to consider that the 
system of reproduction of the oyster and its 
general culture had reached something like per- 
fection in France, and that in common with other 
branches of sea fisheries it had lately progressed 
most miraculously under the fostering hand of a 
wise Government. The first doubt raised in my 
mind was from the perusal of one of the commer- 
cial reports received at the Foreign Office from 
one of Her Majesty’s consuls in 1868, No. 1, page 
17, Mr. Consul Edward Mark, on the trade of 
Marseilles for the year 1S66, at page 24, among 
other very interesting subjects, refers to the coast 
fisheries in the following words : — 

“Fish, one of the commodities which Providence 
furnishes in the most bountiful scale, is no longer an 
article of food, properly speaking. It has become in 
Prance of late years rather an article of luxury on the 
tables of the rich than an alimentary substance for the 
masses. A general negligence of the fisheries, and the 
growing preference of the French coast population for 
occupation on shore is mainly the cause of this limita- 
tion of the supply of fish.” 

Mr. Pennell does not offer so flattering accounts 
of the success at the “He de Re" as we expected. 

It was. the point to which I have been in the habit 
of directing the attention of several persons who 
wished to imitate the course pursued by the 
adventurers in that quarter. 

TTia interesting, and, I am sure, faithful account, 
will be found at page 15, and his more cheering 
account of “ Arcachon ’’ will be found at page 7. 

It appears that in that interesting locality, which 
at one time abounded, with oysters, the exhaustion, 
produced by over-dredging some thirty years ago 
had so materially affected the supply that a very 
stringent law of January, 1852, had become neces- 
sary ^and that the natural beds are now gradually 
and steadily improving. 

Indeed, I cannot too highly recommend this 
valuable report to the perusal of all persons inte- 
rested in the oyster fisheries. It will be particu- 
larly valuable as a guide to those who wisely 
determine to visit the several localities themselves. 

Whatever shortcomings may have been attri- 
buted to our Irish Fishery Department, we may 
with great truth assert that we have omitted no 
opportunity of promoting the improvement and 
preventing the destruction of our oyster fisheries, 
most especially our public beds. 

Wherever excessive exhaustion prevailed, and 
we have had our share, we have exercised the 
powers given to us in the enactment of by-laws of 
a most useful and salutary kind, suited to the 
peculiar circumstances of the country; in some 
cases, curtailing, and in some few, extending for 
short terms, the close time for dredging and restrain- 
ing the removal from the beds of small or immature 
oysters. By those regulations nearly the whole 
of our most important natural beds are protected, 
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Appbndi'. and are admitted to be improving; tlie particulars 
Beportof ma 7 seen by reference to the Appendix in any 
Inspecting °f our reports, but in the present at page 45 . 
Commissioner In every instance where a fair prima facie case 

for 1868. was ma( j e j n an application we have, without any 
cost to the parties, held inquiries, and granted 
eighty-five licences to qualified individuals to an 
extent of 15,759 acres to the end of last year. See 
Appendix, pages 50 and 51. 

We have endeavoured to procure from these 
persons reports of the results of their proceedings 
up to the end of each year, and in our Appendix, 
pages 52 to 58, will be found all the information 
that has been furnished to us. 

_ It is much to be regretted that those conces- 
sions have not been followed up more vigorously 
in many cases, but we have been assured that the 
very preservation alone, where little else was done, 
has caused a considerable increase in some of our 
public beds of which the stock has been increased 
by tbe spat from the preserved grounds. We want 
very much an introduction of small parks, claires, 
or fattening pits, as described in Mr. Pennell’s 
• report, pages 6 and 11. There are many places 
within the control of the Crown where experi- 
ments may be made, and it would not be un- 
reasonable to expect that, so far as a few experi- 
ments, the Government would aid by becoming 
the pioneers of such a system ; it would cost but 
little, if anything, because there is no doubt that 
some return would be had. 

The object is one of vast importance as a source 
of wealth and employment. It may be judged 
by the returns which we have had from the 
only part of Ireland where we have, through 
the kindness of one individual, been able to estab- 
lish. anything like a reliable system of oyster 
statistics. The report of Mr. P. Maher, of Arklow, 
dated the 12tli of January (page 58, Appendix), 
shows that between the 1st of September, when 
the season opened, and the 31st of December 
following, the total number of oysters taken was 
8,984 barrels, of which 4,100 barrels were taken to 
London and West Kent, and 4,884 to Dublin and 
Dublin Bay. The average price at which they 
sold was 13s. a barrel, or £5,839 12s. 

Since then, notwithstanding that the weather 
was very boisterous, and the boats of Arklow were 
occasionally empounded in their unfortunate har- 
bour, the quantity taken was, up to the 30th April, 



1 o 702, sold at an average of 17s. 9d per barrel 
making £12,14S 4s., giving a total for the Iasi 
open season of eight months of 22,686 barrel* 
producing £17,987 16s. The barrel varies 2 
quantity according to the size of the oysters - but 
generally runs to about 600. See Mr. Maher’s 
supplementary report to that day, page 58 An. 
pendix 7. ’ 1 

I have no doubt that if we possessed the same 
means of obtaining statistical information we 
could from Wexford, from Cork, and from Tralee 
present an equally favourable picture of improve- 
ment. In the last place we have found the local 
magistrates most earnestly disposed to aid in ren- 
dering the assistance of the Coast-Guard Depart- 
ment highly valuable, and the consequence has 
been a considerable improvement in their bay 
We still continue to permit an encroachment on 
part of the close season for purposes of brood 
only — at Clew Bay — the privilege has been com- 
plained of by some of the native dredgers, and we 
have given in extenso the whole of the evidence 
taken there on the 21st of January last, see Ap- 
pendix, page 59. r 

The case stands over for further inquiry. 

I have now only to request attention to a more 
than ordinarily comprehensive appendix, in which 
will be found, under various heads, the details of 
the several subjects most interesting to different 
persons, for the compilation and arrangement of 
which we are indebted to the intelligence and the 
industry of Mr. Brophy. We have neither con- 
cealed our deficiencies nor exaggerated our im- 
provements, and whatever changes it may be 
judged expedient to make, I may be permitted, as 
probably my last words on this subject, to say that 
no public department was ever better disposed, 
faithfully and honestly, to administer the limited 
powers committed to their charge, and that in this 
large establishment, where the ordinary and espe- 
cial duties are onerous and important, there is not 
a single individual who has not at all times evinced 
the most ready willingness to put his hands to the 
wheel, and to afford liis unpaid services to the 
occasional advancement of the fisheries of Ireland. 

James Redmond Barry. 

Office of Public Works, Department 
of Fisheries, 7th May, 1809. 
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Appendix No. 1. Appendix. 

Sea Fisheries — General. 

Memorandum of a Tour on part of the Coast. By John P. Brophy. a Tour on 

I beg to submit, for the information of the Board, the two seasons has proved' that this is not the case. The Coast! 
following report as the result of observations made by supply has been almost abundant, and, in consequence 
me during a rapid tour of part of the coast of Ireland of the railway, the prices have been vastly greater than 
in September and October, 1868, on a duty intrusted to they were in former years. The quantity of fish taken 
me by the Board’s letter of the 30th of July last. Office by each spiller and hand- line boat has been, I am in- 
arrangements did not admit of my leaving town until formed, as great as iu any previous year, while there 
the 5th of September, on which day I went to Galway, have been thirteen trawlers of about fifty tons each con- 
and made that place my starting point northwards, in stantly trawling in' the bay, regardless of limits, and 
accordance with my instructions. constantly taking such quantities of fish as to make 

Galway.— -The Claddagb, at Galway, more than any this mode of fishing a source of considerable profit to 
other place in Ireland, presents the most startling and the parties concerned. The hostility to trawling has 
painful picture of decline in the number, character, and died away — at least it is not manifested. There are 
appearance of the people. Before the famine of 1846 Oladdaghraen now working on all these trawlers, and 
the Claddagh contained over 3,000 stalwart fishermen ; in receipt of fair wages. The men of Aran, Bama, 
now the number of men is not more than 200, and of ’ and the northern shore do not allege that there is a 
these the great majority are old and decropid. In fact, scarcity of fish, but they complain of their inability to 
it would seem as if there were no intermediate state of obtain the proper boats and gear — that, in fact, is the 
existence between youth and old age — but it is a youth principal cry. 

haggard and wolfish— an old age wretched and help- The boats all through the Bay, with the exception of 
3ess. There are numerous causes for this decadence, the Claddagh, are neither better nor worse than they 
The famine gave the first blow, from which these people were formerly. Of course, the crews are not near so 
■never recovered. Ever since they have been always numerous, arising from the causes which have equally 
poor, half in and half out of the workhouse, no matter thinned other parts of the country; but if those who 
how abundant was the take of fish at times. Thrift are left behind were supplied with better fishing ap- 
•does not usually attach to fishing occupations, and the pliances, I feel convinced that they would be much 
Claddaghman was a most notable example of the want better off than ever they were in the old state of things, 
ofit. One week or fortnight’s scarcity of fish or bad All, with the exception of the Claddaghmen, bold to 
weather, and, there being nothing to tide over the period, the laud, either as small farmers, cottiers, oragricul- 
the nets and lines went to the pawn office, from which, tural labourers — the latter in spring and harvest now 
of course, they could not he extracted without the obtain such wages (2s. to 2s. (id. a-day) as to draw- 
amount of the loan, with interest. We can easily un- them altogether away from fishing during these periods, 
derstand the result of this during the series of bad Herrings. — The herrings have again made their ap! 

seasons, scarcity of fish, and the almost total disappear- pearance in Galway Bay, as on most parts of the west 
anoe of the herring, for which Galway Bay had been re- coast this year, and the quantity captured was consider- 
markable for some years. But that was not all. There able ; but though the visit was a short and unexpected 
have been, even when the supply of fish was most one, it has created amongst the fishermen new hopes 
abundant, numberless instances of great distress and for the next year, and relieved much depression for the 
total ruin. In the midst of the plenty a man lost his present. 

boat or his gear, or, his boat 'became unfit for further Pier .— The pier at Spiddal will be a great boon to 

work, and then, there being no fund to appeal to, there the fishermen on the north side. Its plan and construc- 
was nothing between him and starvation but tbe door tion are spoken of in the highest terms by all who have 
of the workhouse. To these physical causes there may, seen it and are capable of appreciating a work of the 
perhaps, be added others of a moral character, such as kind. 

ineradicable ignorance, strong prejudices against im- Oysters.— The fishermen about Oranmore, Kilcolgan 

proved modes of fishing, tenacity in adhering to absurd Claren Bridge, Ardfry, and Tyrone, chiefly confine 
old customs as to time, place, and order of fishing ; but themselves to dredging for oysters, by which they make 
it would be outside my present duty to do more than a fair living. The public oyster-beds in these local i- 
to allude to these points, upon which so much has been ties are very productive, and the oysters are chiefly 
already said and written, without, as it appears to me, sold for laying on the Clare beds. Much satisfaction js 
settling questions on which there has been a great con- expressed at the late bye-law prohibiting the removal 
niet of opinion both as to theory and facts. There is, of unsizeable oysters. ° ; 

however, one thing patent, that the Claddaghmen have Licensed Beds. — The licensed bed at Ardfry (Lord " 

disappeared, hut the fate of all has not been one of un- Wallscourt’s) has been well and judiciously stocked 
mixed wretchedness. Many of the young aud able- and there is every prospect cf abundant produce im- 
bodied emigrated to America : once a beginning was proved shape of oyster, and profitable return : that on 
made in that direction the outgoing tide rapidly in- the opposite shore in the same inlet (Mr. Athy’s) has 
creased through the assistance forwarded by the success- been left to stock itself, and is not even preserved". A 
fpl, and I am informed that most of those emigrants, par- considerable quantity of oysters has been laid down by 
ticularly about Baltimore, in the United States, have been the lessee of the Island Eddy bed (Mr. Kedington’s) 
very prosperous, and are still engaged in the old pursuit.: and the results are considered satisfactory, both in 
Boats — There were formerly in the Claddagh from growth and appearance. An attempt has also been 
100 to 150 boats of the large hooker class, half decked, made by Captain Lynch to render his bed prolific, but 
about fifteen tons, and a vast number of the smaller the shore is too exposed, the seaward wash too great, 
class of about five tons — termed “ pookauns” — the for- and the oysters deposited have, to use a familiar, but 
mer are now represented by three, the latter by about in many cases an importantly expressive phrase, 
sixty. The hookers were in many instances sold to “ changed their residence.” 

strangers under the pressure of distress at a mere Galway to Clifden. — From the north-western point 
nominal price ; but a purchaser was seldom to be had, of Galway Bay to Clifden, there are no fishermen pro- 
mid when the crews — generally consisting of one family perly so called, and no fishery of commercial value. 

h T were broken up by death or emigration, the boats There are boats in sufficient number for the coast popu- 
rotted on the beach unclaimed, or were broken up for lation, but they are employed for other uses than fish- 
be purposes of fuel. There are now no traces of them, ing ; they are as good as, if not better than, the boats 
except five or six battered, rotten hulls lying at the of former years, many of which are still in use, but 
ot of the pier and in the new basin. there are no traces of those which have ceased to be 

Supply oj Fish — But the question naturally arises, is used. They are only occasionally employed in fishing 
•e quantity of fish iu the bay diminished ? The last with hand lines to obtain a supply for the families of 
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Appendix those who use them. They are, in summer, almost and where the circumstances are most favourahl 

— — altogether engaged in the carriage of turf, and the col- most exempted from hardship. e 

^rt°ofthe lection of seaweed for help— an occupation which the Shelter. — The physical features of this part f 

Coast men find much more profitable than that of fishing. In coast, its protecting islands, its well-sheltered b° ™ C 

the spring and harvest the people devote themselves to Clifden, Ardbear, BallinakiU, Barnaderg, and Kill^ 6 
the cultivation of the land — either their own land or its piers erected, or in the course of erection in th ^ 
as labourers on the land of others. bays, afford to this part of the coast better shelter ^ 

Herrings. — The bays of Cashla, Kilkieran, Bertragh- security for fishing boats than exist on any part of U 
boy, and Boundstone, were formerly the busy scenes west coast. Hence, as may be expected the fishing ^ 

of an abundant herring fishery. The herring has not more constant, and the kinds of fish more varied °' 8 

appeared there for several years past until this year, Herrings.— The herring has also been always mor 

when they showed for a short time ; but there were no or less constant in its visits ; it appeared this vear ' 
means of taking them, as the nets had disappeared iu considerable quantities, but not for a long time in the 
their long period of disuse. bays I have mentioned ; and when it appeared the peo- 

Lobsters. — This part of the coast is particularly pie had not, as in other places, to stand idly upon the 
favourable for a lobster fishery, and there is a con si- shore. The nets were ready, and the capture commen- 
derable quantity taken, brought into Clifden, and des- surate with the influx. 

patched thence to Galway for Dublin ; but the lobsters Oysters.— There is a fair public oyster fishery for 

are only sought for in a desultory way, and in the its extent, in BallinakiU harbour; and I understand 
intervals of other occupation. I am convinced that that the oysters put on the ground licensed to Mr 
that fishery could be prosecuted with great profit and Archer have improved in quality, and increased iii 
advantage, even in connexion with other pursuits, while size and number ; but the other licensed beds in that 
the inexpensive nature of the appliances necessary bay have been simply left to such results as would 
takes it out of the category of those fisheries which are accrue from the exclusion of the public. Nothing has 
stated to have declined from want of boats and gear : been yet done by Mr. M'Keown towards preparing and 

the boats are available, and the ordinary ozier lobster stocking the bed licensed to him in Hillary^ harbour ■ 
pots are within the reach of the poorest. but from the inordinate growth of mussels in thishai- 

# Oysters — The Law Life Society possess a very exten- hour, the base being one compact mussel bed of.un- 
sive and valuable oyster bed to the west of Bertragh- known thickness, I do not think that any attemptat 

boy Bay; it is claimed as a prescriptive bed, is man- oyster culture, within reasonable limits of expenditure 

aged by an English oyster cultivator, and I am informed and maintenance, would be attended with success. I 
that the oysters, sold off it last yeav, realized no less a recommended Mr. M'Keown to look out for a market 

sum. than £5,000, and afforded employment to a consi- for the mussels, which it is quite practicable to obtain 

derable number of women and children. and when obtained, I suggested that he should kill the 

Licensed Bed. — The bed licensed to Colonel Forbes iu two birds with the one stone — clear his bed for the 

Mweenish Bay, was abundantly stocked by him in 1S62 oysters, and put money in his pocket for the mussels, 
and 1863, and the oysters grew and multiplied in a re- Clew Bay Oysters. — Of the coast comprising Clew 
markable manner ; but he was obliged to leave home bay, Achill, Blacksod' bay, and Broadhaven, there is 
for a considerable time in 1864, and on hi3 return he little to be said, except with regard to the oyster fish- 

found the bed totally cleared of the oysters, old and cries, which, in a commercial point of view, have been 

young, by the people in the neighbourhood. ' improving from year to year, and are now the princi- 

Mr. Kendall’s beds at Mannin and Ardbear have been pal source of wealth and industry on the whole of that 
stocked at great expense, and I understand give pro- coast. First, as to Clew Bay: Some of the men say | 

mise, both by growth and spatting, of a profitable re- they do not take so much oysters now as they did five j 

turn. I could not learn that anything has been done or six years ago, but in making this statement they do j 

with the other beds in that locality. not take into consideration that, bulk for bulk, and not j 

Piers. — The state of the fisheries between Cashla and counting shells and rubbish, they take far more mar- 
Clifdon being such as I have described, it is needless ketable oysters, and in better condition, of better 
to talk of piers and landing places from a fishery point shape, and more easily convertible into perfect oysters 
of view, and taking into consideration the requirements (if there be such things), than they did at the time 
of the Acts which regulate the building of fishery referred to, and other previous times. Formerly, and 
piers. The pier at Boundstone is a fine piece of work, up to five years ago, before the English buyers came 
in excellent condition, and is of great advantage to the into the bay, the number of dredging boats was not 
locality for landing of seaweed, and shipping turf, half as great as at present, while the price obtained for 
potatoes, and other produce of the country; that of the oysters was about one-fourth the present price. 
Kilkerran is also very useful for the local trade. The present price per buddaghaun of six stone, or 

Clifden to Louisburgh. — Between Clifden and Louis- about 300 Oysters, is six shillings paid to the dredger, 
burgh the persons who take the fish are more of the There have been about seventy boats dredging for 
fishing, and less of the farming class, than in the two the licensed beds within the bay since the first of 
districts through which I have already passed, that is July, and the average earning of each, containing two 
to say, they fish >with greater constancy (Galway 1 Bay men and a boy or girl, has been about three pounds 
excepted) and more for the supply of the local markets; per week. The average take has been about three 
but they also have their patches of land, and are in no ' buddaghanns per day, per boat, and that upon a bed 
way different from the class of persons who caught the on which, at the end of last year, the take was reduced 
fish and supplied the markets previous to 1846. No to about one stone (equal to one shilling) per boat, per 

doubt they are less in number, owing to emigration and ‘day. 

the vast increase in the price of labour ; but their fish- There are three buyers at present, but the season 
ing appliances (nets, hand-lines, and spillers), and their for dredging generally does not commence until the 1st 

boats, are as good as, and in many cases better, than of October. 

before 1846. The number of boats dredging last year was about 

Supply. It is said generally that tbe fish have be- 800 ; about the same number will be at full work at 
come comparatively scarce -upon this coast,, but I am of the beginning of November. Those who advocate the 
opinion that that statement is made from a comparison necessity of constantly dredging for the purpose « 
of the total quantity of fish sent into the markets — the cleansing the beds, and destroying the enemies of .the 
diminution of takers being overlooked— rather than oyster, point to this — to the increased quantity taken 
horn a 1 measurement of the quantity taken by each each year, and to the prices paid — as a proof of ‘the 
' truth of their theory. 

Boots- The boats are good and well found, and the Licensed Beds. — -The bed licensed to Captain Auwn 

fishing is pursued with as much energy and persever- has been continuously and judiciously stocked, *and 
ance as it . ever will be by a population who, not being understand -with profit to the licensee. The oysters lai 
totally dependent on it for their subsistence, will only down are from time to time drafted to. the Whitstapa 
go in' pursuit of fish to no great distance from home, beds, when of the suitable size, and after about tap 
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months of deposition there, they are sent into the market is a quay at Westport only used by incoming and out- 
for consumption, and, I am informed, compete success- going trading vessels, and the quay at Newport is ap- 
fully with the best English oysters. _ _ . plied solely to similar purposes. 

Nothing has been done for the cultivation and im- Bofin to Killala. — The deep sea round from Bofin, the 
provement of the other licensed beds, with the excep- west of Clare Island, round by Acliill, Blacksod Bay, 
[ion of that at Islandmore (Lord Sligo’s), which was the Islands of Inishkea, the Stags, aud eastward to the 
well Stocked in 1865 by the Messrs. Baxter, the lessees ; entrance to Killala Bay, was formerly regarded as the 
bnt.I believe the ground has only since been used as most prolific fishing ground in the waters along the 
a place of temporary deposit and collection for tko whole coast of Ireland ; but it was never fished, except 
mature oysters previous to their removal to the Eng- close inshore by the native population. It was the 
lish beds or English markets. There are, therefore, principal resort, in summer and winter, of the fine sea- 
several licensed beds in Clew Bay barren of that good worthy boats from Skerries and ICinsale, which were 
to the public, which the Commissioners have always able to stand the rough weather and heavy sea pre- 
had in view in the allocation of public ground to vailing on that part of the coast. They cured the fish 
private individuals. on shore, and carried their cargoes to Dublin and other 

Jjoats. — The character of the boats in the lay, Clare markets ; but the natives, then as now, were not regular 
Island excepted, is improving, and their number has fishermen, and only fished occasionally, when there were 
considerably increased iu late years, aud as compared signs of great abundance, to supplement their other 
with 1846. The corragh has disappeared ; there are means, derived either from farming or labour. The 
five or six hookers, of from twelve to fifteen tons, collect- Skerries and Kinsale men do not resort to this fishing 
ing the oysters taken at different points — formerly ground now ; not, I believe, because the fish are less 
therewere none of that class— the rest are yawls, square- abundant, but because they have found profitable fishing 
eterned, of a large size, improved build, and better and trading nearer home, and less exposed to the risk 
found for the oyster fishing as compared with those for- aud danger necessarily involved in the pursuit of fish 
merly employed. on a coast so wild and harbourless. 

White Fishery. — The white fishery (herring excepted) Boats. — The boats, or to speak more properly, the 

was never very productive, and was only pursued as corraghs and skiffs, and the gear, are of the same char- 
a precarious source of supply for the fishermen them- acter as they ever were — very inferior ; they are much 
selves and the local markets. It is now at as low an diminished in number, in consequence of the great 
ebb as ever, and scarcely deserves the name of a pursuit, amount of emigration which has taken place on the 
except so far as the Clare islanders are concerned ; but whole of this seaboard; but there are no vestiges of 
they are in a rapidly declining condition, owing to want the old boats. 

of means to procure boats and gear suitable for fishing Close inshore the fish are abundant, but the people 
outside the bay, seaward of the island, where it is believed are indifferent about catching them, except to the 
the sea abounds with the finest fish, in prime condition, extent necessary to supply their own wants; and 
in their proper seasons. This bay was always scantily this, I think, is a state of things that will always 
supplied with fish. When the herring failed the poor exist here, unless the really productive ground out- 
dare Island men were deprived of their chief means side be fished by strangers, as in former times : first, 

of subsistence, and their boats and gear gradually fell because of the absence of any stimulant to exertion, 

away; while the inshore men took to oyster dredging arising from the want of a market for the disposal of 
and farm labour. the fish at anything like a remunerative price ; and 

Herrings. — Until the present season the herrings in this respect the whole of this coast, from Achill 
bad not appeared in the bay for eighteen years ; now Head round to Blacksod, Belinullet, Broadhaven, and 
(September) they and the mackerel literally thicken to within a few miles of Killala, may be almost consi- 

the waters — the sea-birds scream and swoop above dered outside the pale of commercial civilization, 

them in myriads — but there is scarcely a single net in Secondly, in consequence of the greatly increased 

the whole bay.- Those which existed were thrown wages obtained for agricultural labour, both in the loca- 

aside to rot when the herring ceased to appear, because lity and in England, whither great numbers of the 

there was no apparent object to be gained by their population along this coast are in the habit of going 

retention ; now the bay is alive with fish, and there is for the spring and harvest work. Thirdly, from the 

not a single net suitable for their capture. The few want of proper boats and gear, which will never be 

things that have been improvised, constructed out of supplied by the parties themselves, and which it is not 

all sorts of odds and ends, have made what, under the at all likely, under the ciroumstauces, that others will 

circumstances, might be called “miraculous draughts.” be found to supply on loan. Fourthly, because if even 

Cod: There was also a large influx of cod in the better boats were found, suitable for fishing in the really 

early part of this year, for the capture of which by productive ground outside, their use would be ueces- 

long and hand lines there was a moderately fair pro- sarily very intermittent, on a coast scantily provided 

vision; but in this case, when the fish was caught in with proper piers and landing places ; small light boats 

abundance and landed, there were no buyers for such have the advantage of being easily hauled ashore where 

an- unexpected quantity ; a man might load his boat, there is a beach, but those of large size can only exist, 

but could put but little in his pocket; the cod-fish be- or at least be profitably employed, where there are 

came a drug ; and though the locality was for a time suitable places for refuge, and the discharge of the 

benefitted by a supply of very cheap food, the fishermen cargoes. 

did-inot derive a profit commensurate with their labour. Oysters. — The oyster fisheries round Achill, and in 

Fishermen. — The fishing is not pursued as' the only Blacksod Bay, are now very productive ; the character 
occupation or means of subsistence of the men, who all of the oyster has been improving every year for the last 
bold patches of land or are farm labourers ; very many five years, and the quantity taken has kept pace with the 

of them, particularly those about Newport, and the shore improvement. Up to five or six years ago, the Achill 
round to and upon Achill, go to England every year oyster was a very large, strong-flavoured, coarse fish, 
for the spring and harvest work. unsought for as an article of food by any except the 

Piers. There is no deficiency of landing accommo- country people; now it is eagerly looked for by the 

dation in Clew Bay that could be supplied by artificial English buyers in Clew Bay, by whom I was informed 
means. The bottom bares to a very great distance from that they last year obtained from Achill some of the 
l-he land, even at half-tide, so that, except in one or two “ best samples ” of oysters they had ever seen in this 
places, a useful pier could not be constructed except country. It would be idle for me to. speculate on the 
at vast expense; while, at and near high water, the cause of that improvement. One will attribute it to 
boats can be beached with great facility upon a. low the increased amount of dredging within the past few 
inclined shore. years, thus cleaning the beds, destroying the vermin, 

There is a fine pier and a good harbour at Old Head, and promoting a healthy growth in the oyster, by the 
near Louisburgh, which is only used for trading pur- removal of those things which placed the oyster iu an 
poses; there are some small moles along the south abnormal condition ; another to the establishment and 
shore that are never availed of by the fishermen. There cultivation of the private beds in Achill Sound, licensed 
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for tlie article exceeds the supply. Of L, • * ■ 
he sold last year, 5,000 barrels of herrin- H 



cod, 100 barrels of pickled salmon, a\7d a 
of cod oil. The herrings sold at about 



of a size smaller thau°tho Scotch Sre/- tT 1 ’ 
Brunswick barrel contained about 500 herrings eaT 
Boats. There are no traces of the old boats, but tW„ 
which now exist are good yawls of the GreencaJ 
bmld, and are much superior to those which precScd 



to Mr. M'Cormick, Mr. Pike, and Dr. M‘Hale. However 
that may be, the facts are that the dredging, of late 
years, has greatly increased, and that some of the pri- 
vate beds have been stocked with highly encouraging 
results, both as to growth and spatting. I am sorry, 
however, to say that the protection of these beds is a 
matter of great difficulty and expense, and also that the 
bye-law of the Commissioners, as to the taking of small 
oysters, is systematically and openly disregarded, and 
that small oysters and oyster shells are carried out of 
the bay in hooker loads, to be laid down at Clare and 
other places. The Coast Guard do all in their power 
to prevent this ; but they are so situated, and the plans 
for the collection and shipping the oysters so ingeniously 
and rapidly executed, by hookers coming in in the ni<dit 
for the purpose, that the efforts of the officers at pro- 
tection are fruitless. I believe nothing has been done 

for i. I® cultivation of the beds licensed in Blacksod Bay. Eachlev Streeda^h and Muf-'i" cl ' eKr s at 

]» nothing to be sad by mty of enconi.gement looking cliff Boys ore very prodnc'tiv^ but thef S? “'S' 
to the past and the present; but the decline in the pky-eWything is Lent 5* The & *S "" fe 
fisheries on tins part of the coast ia not wholly attri- fast HcousS to Sir rTii!,i , , “ 

butahlo to the decrease in the population, or the top- o a M. Eiee who Lwt” 1 ° n . lt “ 

taiion of high wages in other ^rsnito There hfs oysters on l^rldT d °" 1 ^ 

w*** s- 

torraerly fished, namely, those only occasionally em- 



The line-men attribute the scarcity of fish 
ing within the hay. However that Lay be 
parative scarcity was at all events coincident with I 
commencement of the trawling, and a bad feeling pro. 



vails in consequence. 

( * efevv who , WOrk the trawlers from Eachlev 
and Mullaghmore, and a couple of boats’ crews “t 



ployed in fishing to supplement either their other food 
or their other means of subsistence on the laud ; but 
taking man for man at equal times and in the same 
places, the quantity of fish now captured is far less 
than what it was formerly. The fishing population arc 
of the same class as before, combining fishing and farm- 
ing, and only taking to the water when they have 
nothing else to do, or when the fish come on the shore 
in abundance; but the quantity of fish which now set 
in on the shore and in Killala Bay is declared by all 
to be much less than it used to bo, so much so that 
fresh fish is now a rare thing either in Killala or Ballina. 
There is no difference in the character of the boats, and 
the gear is such as might be expected where the supply 
of fish is scant, the pursuit only occasional, and merely 
taken up, not for market supply, but for the individual 
wants of those who engage in it. There are no traces 
of the former boats, but those which exist are not worse 
than those which preceded them. The herrings visited 
the bay this year, but owing to the want of both captors 
and appliances, the quantity taken was not sufficient 
for the local demand. There are three or four boats 
occasionally fishing out of Eniscrone, and the same 
number out of Pollacheeny, Cooanmore, and Portavand • 
and, no doubt, if there were sufficient fishing interests 
to subserve, piers at one or all of these places would 
greatly promote those interests, but as it is the erection 
of piers for fishery purposes would not be attended with 
commensurate advantage. 

Sligo Bay — In Sligo Bay there is one trawler from 
Rachley, about nine tons, which has been making a 
pretty fair take this year ; another from Mullaghmore 
has come in occasionally, but quickly departed, not 
finding the catch remunerative. The whole fishery of 
the hay is confined to the one trawler from Rachley, 
and nine or ten small boats, about two tons, which are 
called into fishing action now and then, but chiefly only 
when the shoals of herrings set in as in the present 
But the flat fish taken by the trawl is hurried 



off to the Dublin market, while the local one is left to 
the luxury of salt herrings, of which there is a very 
supply from Scotland and other places. As 



abundant _ ^ 

a strong illustration of the state of the fisheries anil 
the supply of fish in Sligo Bay, I may mention that a 
store has been opened in Sligo by Mr. Petrie for the 
sale of cured herrings, cod, and salmon, all imported 
from Port Chaleurs, in New Brunswick, where Mr. 
Petrie has established a regular fishing colony, consist- 
ing of Scotch coopers and curers, under the direction of 
his sons, and living and working in houses built by 
He purchased two vessels, one of 300, and the 



more round to Teelin is almost altogether fished °b T 
boats from tlie northern shore, which is pretty well 
sheltered, indented with numerous bays, and well pro- 
vided with landing places, natural and artificial. The 
fishery ccutres are Donegal, Mountcharlcs, Inver Dun- 
kenecly, St. John’s Point, Killybegs, and Teelin.’ 

The three boats at Mullaghmore generally trawl to 
the west of that point, and in fact trawling may be said 
to be now altogether abandoned in this bay. There is 
one boat sometimes fishes in the small bays within the 
prohibited line, using a sweep net, so attached to the 
stem and stern of the boat as to form a bag to the lee- 
ward, the boat running with its head to the wind : 
this is said to act in the manner of a trawl, but it is 
certainly not a trawl net in the generally received 
sense. The persons who used to trawl from the north- 
ern shore have left the country, and they sold their 
boats to strangers to get the funds for leaving. Prom 
Mullaghmore to Bundoran there are not any boats, but 
at Bundoran there are three or four, the crews of which 
are exclusively fishermen. They are, however, very 
poor, unable to buy boats or gear, and can only he 
called tbe servants of persons living in the town who 
own the boats, and divide the take with the fishermen. 
The fishermen on the northern shore are also farmers, 
farm-labourers, and gatherers of seaweed. 

_ There has been a great deal of emigration from this 
district, and to this cause alone the decrease in the boats 
- and men would seem to be attributable. The boats now 
employed are of a better kind than those formerly used, 
the remains of which are strewn on the shore; but 
they are very badly found with nets and other gear. 
I do not, however, think this arises from a poverty 
consequent upon scarcity of fish, — though neither the 
herring nor the sprat, both usually abundant in each 
year, had come in at the time I was there (20th Sep- 
tember), the take of turbot and plaice by the lines 
was very large, indeed ; but when some good “shots’* 
are made the fishermen usually take a little leisure 
on land. But here, no matter what may be the supply 
of fish in the bay, there never will be an energetic 
prosecution of the fishery unless the fishing centres are 
brought within the reach of remunerative markets. No 
man will ever exert himself in fishing, or have any 
motive for exertion in a pursuit so exacting unless he 
is certain of getting a remunerative price for the pro- 
duce of his labour, and that can never be tbe case unless 
the produce is within facile communication with good, 
steady markets, where the competitive buyers are nu- 
merous, and the demand generally equal to the supply* 
Complaints are made by some few persons of the 
destruction of unsizable fish of all kinds by the use of 
seines, fished from and hauled in on the shore, near 



x, ’ , ’ eeiuea, usneu irom ana nauiea in on me snore, uw 

1 w T’ aud . t ,ese convey the freshly cured the Ea.sk and Murveagh Rivers. It is said that, in 
fish from New Brunswick to Sligo, where the demand * *»:*.- 



fishing for sprats and herrings, vast quantities of small 

innage digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 



FISHERY COMMISSIONERS, IRELAND. 



, , . .lo-troved by the seine tliey use, and are left railway terminus. It will be within easy reach of the 

^ !„ the beach ^ot are turned into manure heaps; Ballymastocker men on the opposite shore, who are ATour on 
10 r °<i f l that this could be to a great extent avoided at present obliged at great loss of time and inconvem- part of the 
but tBey say “J®®. the fis b e rmen to fish ence to bring their fish up the Lough to Fahan, and Coast. 

by f the boats Ld not from and upon the there get it as well as they can to the railway station, 
exclusively however, to believe that these It will be remembered that Fahan was one of the places 

Sb ° re i -n^arl made not with a view to the benefit of at which it was lately proposed, in a memorial to the 
complaints are made n Commissioners, to erect a fishery pier, and the claims 

of were strongly put forward by the county sur. 

tection ot tne saimon irw,_iu^ vevor. The Commissioners decided m favour of Bun- 

ffiS! TeX^onml to Lough Swilly cmna. That decision has been accepted by »U parties 
Teelvi to Swilly ■ f; 10 ™ iee11 , diminished bv as the right one; and since its announcement, 1 am 

the coast P ° P tbe boaL a tr b e th erefcJ e very much dimin- happy to say that the want of a landing stage at Fahan 
emigration , the boats are tiieien re y Th ■ being supplied by the erection of a wooden 

ished in number, but not altered in character. X ey running out to about three feet at low water 

» mu! y" ‘ “"“S' 1 !' -hch »n bo e»Uy doneatt he joint expense o{ the 

l nf»d”n S l grf a a»T»^np°ovi?ed y witb landing. Deny a”»d Lo.gb Swilly Railway Company, and ol 
;L. WInS, however, ft- " “ “or to » a -1 tie abort 

small Hailing community, who, altbongb having miaU MMm t Head „ a lle east o( 

patches of ground, derive their chief subB PorfcKinnigoe were always remarkable foran abundance 

the sea. These fishing centres are A,d„a Dawros, rmtK.nmgoew^ m gen6nllIy M Malin 

the apprehension of want. The take inay e as a m iden & le source of profit to the fishermen, who work 

there th. matter ends, without any commensurate profit oi th. new. ^ ^ ^ . g rarrici 

or stimulus to exertion. out are Malin, Glenegad, Culdaff, and Port Kinmgoe. 

Fishing Company. —A few years ago the Jopes fi<d j t to Moville, where there is a constant 

tte people from ^ Ind Tenee it is daily sent hy steam to Eng- 

ened by the appearance of a small neet or well > Thj , prox i m ity and constancy of market has 

built, well-found boats, about sixty to eighty tons, seeming to the fishermen a fair price for 

attended by two steamer, prodace? aod' Corresponding effects are visible in 

formed in Derry, called the “ S?*-West »f Ireland then P odu™ , » ^ » J, well nnd 



formed in Derry, called the “ North-West of Ireland ^(.ba^the boats are good and well equipped, and 

Pishing Company.” They estab .shod a esring-honse Sople, as contrasted with the 

at Portnablahy ; they both fished, and bought the pro- m the appearau™ ortn_p ^ oE fte Mlmty- 
duce of the local men at fair prices, and fortune . Louqh Foyle —The number of boats engaged in fish- 
last seemed to favour the industrious Bat this was lt be as great as before 1846, 

very shortlived. The mkew^ an abuQ^ntpreof^of take by each in- 



very short-lived. The take was an abundant proof of mg V? if X 0 f /Sttodias, and the take by each in- 
the fertility of the adjacent sea; but from causes not J diminished. There are ten to twelve 

made public, and upon which it ^ “ot become me dividual n ^ num _ 



made public, and upon which it would not become me dmdua no and occasioBally this num- 

to offer a surmise, the company have ceased as a fish- towlew consunuy a , f ^ L , Swilly boats ; 
ing company ; their fine boats are now ymg 1 lessees of the Salmon Fisheries have endear 

at the quays of Deiry, uni the rtewnen av e voared tQ restrain filing altogether, on the allegation 
consigned to the tugging trade in the Lough. injurious to the Salmon Fisheries, either by 

Lough Swilly.^tn LoughSwiUy there i> I die usual of ^ fish) or by it3 capture in the 

decline in numbers, owing to emigration, but trawl Some time since they obtained an injunction in 

are of a somewhat better character. Trawling hu been wSriof the boats, but the effect 

practised here as long as the memory of *e oldest can ^ance^y agams t e subseque ntly changing 

reach. There arc now e ght trawlers constantly work- ^ or under cover. However, 

mg, in the Lough, and their crews live ® y 7 ^ .» g mucb conte ntion between the parties— one 

fishing. The small boats gUed Dronto , tly designate d poachers, the other, usurpers of a pub- 

similar to the Norwegian skill, are useci oy m e rnrbt— and there lias been a considerable mterrup- 

have small farms, or who are agricultural lab • « S trawlin^ and dredging. I understand that an 

These ftro uo tmees 0 fon.« h«« » ^ ^ has W "made by t£ lessees to give, permission 

fish taken is generally sent to JJerry trom lam y trawlers to fish outside certain limits on pay- 
railway, and the quantity so sent this year is ab me[it of a nominal sum eac b year ; hut the proposal 

fair average. , , reacted as involving the admission of a right 

--ht ,i rrbr«know. M ,0 

them out of the bay. . , , i:% p t i,p former, are holders of land or tillers 

Mr. Hart, to whom a large concession has been made PP^ ’ but tll fis h with great energy and perse- 
with the consent of the owners of the adjoining lands, > . proper seasons, and the constant market 

has set to the work of stocking and cultivation with v_ t wh P nce P the fish is ever y day transmitted to 

great energy and skill. In consequence of the g , ’ stea m-boats, secures prices for the fish 

prices demanded in Lough Swilly, he has been obliged ener g y of the men. 

to have recourse to Lough Foyle for his supply, ^ S0[ne of t [ ie old boats still employed, and 

there he had no difficulty in obtaining a large quantity a standard whereby to estimate the superiority 

of young brood. The oysters laid down are P 1 ? ‘ {tb Those which from time to time became 

ingmost favourably. Some that I examiued exhibited of g. broken up and burnt 
a marvellous growth withiD a short period. _ _The oyster fishery, for which the Lough was 

Fier . — If the proposed pier at Buncrana he erected, y • remarkable, but which, through over 

it will he a great advantage to the fisheries of the p" was of late years reduced to absolute barren- 

Lough, from its central position and proximity to the dredging was m y 
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ness, has this year shown strong symptoms of revival. 
After a very long absence the Foyle oyster has again 
appeared in the Derry market in considerable abund- 
ance and fine condition ; but I am sorry to say that the 
past experience has not checked the rapacity of those 
engaged in this fishery. From what I saw in the streets 
of Derry, and from the fact which I have already no- 
ticed of the facility of obtaining here young brood for 
tho private bed in Lough Swilly, I believe that nothing 
in the shape of an oyster is too small to be shipped and 
exposed for sale. The ultimate decision in the case of 
the Irish Society and the applicants for oyster licences 
is awaited with great interest and anxiety, and the 
steps taken by the Board in the matter are spoken of 
in terms of high praise. I am satisfied, from tho evi- 
dences of spontaneous resuscitation palpable this year, 
that if these licences be granted and the beds properly 
cultivated, and the removal of small oysters prevented, 
that Lough Foyle will become prolific in an extraordi- 
nary degree. 

The eastern shore of Lough Foyle is a long, sandy 
flat, which bares to a great distance at every ebb. 
There are ouly a few boat3 belonging to that side, and 
they can be easily beached. Tho opposite, or Donegal 
shore is that which requires the landing and shelter 
accommodation ; and there is no place along that shore 
so suitable for and so imperatively requiring a good 
harbour as Greencastle. It presents many natural 
physical advantages for shelter, and is easily made by 
the craft fishing on the outside banks. There is a har- 
bour there at present which must have cost a consider- 
able sum, but it is so filled up that it can only be 
made use of for entrance or departure from about the 
last quarter of flood to the first of ebb. I believe it is 
not placed where it should have been, and that the ori- 
ginal design as to structure was never carried out in 
its integrity. 

Magilligan to Tor Head , — From Magilligan, the 
north-east point of Lough Foyle, to Tor Head, in the 
county of Antrim, those who pursue the fishing are 
generally of- the small farming class, and they do not 
in this respect differ- from their predecessors. The 
fishery on this coast was never prosecuted by any great 
number of persons or with any great vigour, except, 
perhaps, at Ballintrae, Ballycastle, and off Eathlin. 
There are a few small boats at Portstewart, about eight 
or ten at Portrush, a like number at Ballycastle, and a 
few at Oarrickarede ; but the fishery can scarcely be 
said to be of any marketable value, nor was it, I be- 
lieve, at any time. The coast is wild,, precipitous, and 
not indented with creeks in which the waters might be 
calmed and shelter obtained, while the tidal run is very 
treacherous, particularly between Rathlinand the main, 
where the water is lifted at particular times of tide like 
a' perpendicular wall. The existing boats are. an im- 
provement on the old, none of which are to be seen 
either in. whole or in part. 

At Port Ballintrae, near the mouth of the Bush, there 
was formerly a small fishing community called into 
activity hy the existence of a pier which was formed 
for trading purposes in the vicinity of some salt works, 
the manufacture of salt having been a long time a^o 
carried out on a large scale on the north and north- 
eastern coasts of Antrim. But the pier was swept 
away some years ago, and the fishermen shifted to 
Lame, where there was similar- accommodation pro- 
vided for the most part fora similar purpose. They 
soon, however, gave up fishing for other more profitable 
occupations. 

Tor Head to Black Head . — From Tor Head to Black 
Head, the western point of Belfast Lough, there is very 
little fishing, except at Red Bay and Glenarm, where 
there being some shelter, the fishing is carried on with 
somp vigour, and proportionate success ; but along this 
coast the sea fishing can never offer much temptation 
to its prosecution— first, because the race of the tide is 
so rapid and sudden that no gear could stand ; second] v, 
because from Cushendun round to and at Larne, there 
is a large carrying trade in limestone, or more properly 
chalk, of which all the cliffs are formed, and in iron 
ore, .and this affords an abundant source of employment, 
both in getting the material in the quarries and mines] 



which abound on this coast, and in attending to the 
loading and unloading of the boats. The places I have 
mentioned presented a busy scene of industry when T 
was there ; there were numbers of large vessels takW 
m their cargoes, and the crews of the boats which 
occasionally fish were mixed up with the general bodv 
of workmen. _ Where there is any fishing, the persons 
who engage in it are also farmers or labourers • the 
boats and gear are just the same as of old. J 

Belfast Lougli . — In Belfast Lough there is a decided 
falling off of late years, both in the number of persons 
employed in fishing, and in the quantity taken bv 
each. Except the men working the trawl boats all 
those engaged in fishing are farmers and farm labourers 
who fill up their other occupations with fishing. The 
number of boats lias decreased, but there are still too 
many boats for the size of the lough and the supply of 
fish. There are sixteen boats constantly trawling out- 
side the boundary, aud inside whenever they can, while 
the bay inside the trawling line is almost always thickly 
dotted with the line fishing boats. 

The comparative scarcity of fish is attributed to three 
causes — first, excessive trawling about the mouth of 
the lough, by which the large and small are taken on 
their entry ; secondly, the constant disturbance of the 
water by tbo great number of steam-boats passing to 
and from the town; thirdly, the greatly increased 
amount of sewage matter discharged into the lough 
owing to the vastly increased population of the town.* 
These reasons account sufficiently for the scarcity, and 
the scarcity of the supply would be a sufficiently obvious 
cause of the decrease in the number of men ; but super- 
added to that, there is the steady absorption of the 
young people who might be inclined to the pursuit of 
fishing into the various industries which have grown 
up and developed on a gigantic scale in Belfast and the 
surrounding places. 

Donaghadee . — Looking at the harbour alone, one would 
expect to find Donaghadee tlie gathering place of nume- 
rous fishing boats, but this i3 not now the case, owing 
partly to the rapidity of the tidal current which sets 
down from the channel between the Copeland Islands 
and the mainland ; but in a still greater measure to the 
desertion of the fish from the Rigg Bank, south of the 
Copelands, which was formerly famous for the produc- 
tion of tbo finest turbot and soles. The cessation of the 
run of fish on this bank is attributed to the disappear- 
ance from it of those small crustaceans which consti- 
tuted the food of the fish ; and this appears to have, 
been caused by the gradual deepening of the bank by 
the rapid tide. There are now but a couple of boats 
occasionally fishing with lines at Donaghadee, and 
there are not any vestiges of those which formerly 
existed. 



Donaghadee to Strangford . — The whole coast of Down 
from Donaghadee to Strangford, including Strangford 
Lough was, in distant times, largely resorted to, not 
only by the local boats, which were very numerous, 
large, and chiefly half-decked, but by the English, 
Scotch, Skerries, aud Rush boats; and the fishing was 
principally for herrings. Lately, however, the fish of 
all kinds have changed their ground, and shifted farther 
south. The number of boats have in consequence of 
that, of emigration, and of the large extension of the 
linen trade throughout the whole county, considerably 
decreased ; but those that remain differ in no way from 
those that have been withdrawn, which, I understand, 
in many cases were bought back by the Maux men from 
whom they were originally obtained. The principal 
fishing stations are Millisle, Ballywalter, Ballyhalbert, 
Cloghy, Quintin, Tara, and Strangford Longh ; but the 
boats from these places seek the fish in the more southern 
waters off Ardglass, aud go to swell the numbers which 
of late years make that place their summer quarters 
during the herring season. 

Ardglass . — Ardglass is one of the oldest fishing stations 
on the coast of Ireland. LoDg anterior to 1846, which 
is the year of comparison in this memorandum, the 
adjacent waters were every year thronged with the 
Manx, Scotch, and Skerries boats ■ and the town itself 
possessed a number of fine smacks and yawls actively 
engaged in the herring fishery in summer and autumn, 
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and in fishing for cod and haddock in' winter.and spring. 
Bat about 1846, all this activity was paralyzed by the 
almost total disappearance of the fish, and poverty took 
the place of abundance. The boats were disposed of, 
and the few of the larger size that remained were turned 
to the coasting trade. This dearth and inactivity, with 
their inevitable results, continued until 1863, when, as 
at .Howth, the herring returned in its former abund- 
ance. Then the carrying boats were restored to their 
former uses, new yawls were purchased, and the fishing 
was pursued with its wonted energy. Since this revi- 
val there have been from 300 to 400 boats, most of 
them Scotch and English, engaged each year in the 
summer herring fishery. The amount realized on the 
quay in 1864, was £14,600; in 1865, £21,500; in 
1866, £19,000; in 1867, £22,000; and up to the end 
of September in the present year, £28,000, and the 
supply still in abundance. These, as I have said, are 
the prices obtained for the fish landed and sold upon 
the quay; but in addition there was a large quantity 
of fish carried away direct from the fishing ground, of 
which no account could be taken. Two steamers from 
England and one from Scotland, attended the greater 
part of the season for the purpose of conveying the fish 
•away to Liverpool, Holyhead, Workington, and Glas- 
gow ; and many of the Manx boats also carried off their 
own cargoes. Besides, there were several buyers from 
across the channel, from Belfast, Antrim, Armagh, and 
Skerries, who constantly bought and transmitted their 
purchases to their various destinations. But the fishery 
off Ardglass will never be fully developed until an im- 
provement is effected in the harbour, on which a large 
araouut of public money has been expended, and which 
improvement is really an object of national interest. 
About 200 feet of the eastern pier has been carried 
away, and the outer extremity of what remains is in a 
tottering state, and only saved from destruction by 
wooden wedges. 

The town of Ardglass has not yet recovered the de- 
pression under which it lay for years. There is no stir 
of life or trade ; the houses are untenanted, and every- 
thing presents the appearance of torpidity and milldew. 

There are eleven fine sinacks,of about twenty-five to 
forty tons, belonging to the place, and an equal number 
in the adjoining harbour of Killough, which affords 
good shelter, but dries at half-tide. The boats’ crews, 
of both places, are composed of men who are engaged 
in .farm labour when not fishing. 

Newcastle. — There are thirteen yawls, three men in 
each, constantly fishing with long lines at Newcastle ; 
the men have no other occupation, and make a fair 
livelihood by it ; but the prices paid for the fish are 
generally very incommensurate with their value, and 
vary with the number of buyers who present themselves 
on the arrival of the boats from the fishing ground, 
which is close in-shore. On the morning of my visit 
there were but two buyers ; each boat had from fifteen 
to twenty dozen of prime fish, consisting of turbot, britt, 
plaice, and flounders, and the most obtained for any 
boat’s take was one pound, which was less than a penny 
for each fish. The boats are better and more numerous 
than in 1846; and the rapidly approaching railway 
communication with Belfast will soon supply a remedy 
for the present want of market. 

Annalong. — Annalong contributes five good smacks, 
Manx built, to the fishing total of the Down coast, and 
does a large trade in the carriage of granite from the 
neighbouring quarries. The fishermen are also farmers ; 
and the boats are about the same in number and char- 
acter as they were formerly. The harbour is a curiosity 
m its way ; and, instead of the “ Harbour of Anna- 
long,” it more properly deserves the designation of the 
‘Annalong Puzzle,” and the operation of entry or exit 
fflnst be something like that of threading a very fine 
needle with a very coarse thread. 

Kilkeel. — Kilkeel has risen to great importance as a 
fishing town within the last few years ; its boats have 
increased in size and number; it is close upon the most 
productive fishing ground, and is largly frequented by 
he strange boats for the sale of their produce, and the 
purchase of their provisions, which they obtain at 
reasonable prices, and without that extortion which is 
generally practised in places resorted to by fishermen 
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from other countries. When the pier, now in course of 
erection, is completed to the extent demanded by its 
importance and necessity, Kilkeel will, from its physi- 
cal circumstances and the industry of its inhabitants, 
become one of the most wealthy and busy .of the 
second-class towns on the east coast. Already it is 
rapidly extending itself, and the whole place presents 
the unmistakable appearances of material prosperity 
Carlingford. Carli ngford Lough was never remark- 
able as a fishing place, except for oysters. The supply 
of round fish has been falling off somewhat of late 
years; but the boats have increased in number and 
improved in character, as compared with 1846. Some of 
the old boats, at least some of the old square-stem 
build, still remain ; but the Greencastle yawls are iu the 
great majority. 

toTc® 1 Upply of °y stera ,ias greatly increased since 
1846, when the bay was literally denuded of them by 
over dredging. For the last four years there have been 
from 200 to 400 boats constantly dredging during the 
four open months, and the smallness of the take, at the 
end of the season, attests the exhaustive nature of the 
work. The average produce of each boat last fishing 
season may be taken at £40, or £10 to each man of 
three, and £10 to the boat ; this gives a gross total 
for, say 300 boats, of £12,000. The bye-law against 
the taking of small oysters has been vigorously carried 
out by the Constabulary, and enforced by the. magis- 
trates; but every possible opportunity is taken .to 
violate it, through the insatiable greed for present gain 
which has always characterized the fishermen of Car- 
lingford. 

; None of these men depend solely on fishing for a 
livelihood ; they all work on the laud, and some make 
a good living in summer by conveyiug people across 
the lough, and carrying the numerous pleasure parties 
who repair to Warrenpointand Eostrevor every season. 

Licensed Neds. — The oyster beds licensed to Mr. 
Woodbouse, near Omeath, on the southern shore (fifty- 
four acres) has been leased by him to a Mr. Pettigrew, 
from Scotland, on a twenty-one years’ lease, with a 
clause of surrender every three years. The lessee has 
set to work with vigour and skill. The bed is in pro- 
gress of stocking with oysters, both from the lough and 
from Arklow ; they are in excellent condition, and .arc- 
growing rapidly. As the whole bed bares at low water 
of springs, . and a great portion at every ebb; Mr. 
Pettigrew is constructing, at considerable expense, two 
large ponds, on the principle of the French “ claires ” 
in which the water will be always maintained and kept 
under control by means of sluices. I am sure that this 
will be a great, success, and that, the results will have 
an extraordinary effect upon, the productiveness of the 
bay. 

Lord Clermont’s bed, south of Carli ngford, is also 
thoroughly stocked. The young brood laid down last 
year are progressing most favourably, the new growth ^ 
of shell being bright and clean, and the numerous ' s 
boulders and projections of rock are covered with 
oysters of two and three years’ growth. There are evi- 
dences here of an abundant spatting last year, and the 
oysters taken all through the bay showed that this 
spatting was general. 

_ Dundalk Bay — The fishing in Dundalk Bay is car- 
ried on by boats from Cooley Point and Giles-quay, on 
the north, Soldiers’ Point, Black Koeks, and Annagassen, 
on the west, and Dunany Point, on the south. About 
sixty or seventy boats fish for herrings in the bay, 
and the line boats are of the same kind, though, of 
course, not of the same number as in former years ; 
some of the old boats still remain. The take is about 
the same, but of late the herrings run in greater abund- 
ance. On the morning of Saturday, the 3rd October, 
the market of Dundalk was overstocked, and had been 
so for some time ; the fish, as fine as I ever saw, sell- 
ing by retail, at three pence per dozen, and large quan- 
tities going off to the Dublin market. In consequence 
of the bye-law the trawlers have disappeared, and have 
taken up their berth at Balbriggan. 

Clogher Head and Balbriggan. — There are three or 
four trawlers at Clogher Head, and fourteen or fifteen 
at Balbriggan, of about twenty-five tons each, and they 
pursue the fishing as successfully as ever they did ; 

iton Library Digitisation Unit 



AiP-RBNIlIX. 

A .Tour on 
part oEthe 
Coast. 



1 G 



A Tour on 
part of the 
Coast. 



AFPEKDr*. in consequence of the railway communication 

1 m wtth Dublin, they obtain far better prices than in for- 

mer times. Ike line-boats are more numerous and of 
a far better class than formerly, and the fishermen pm- 

]SS aUlng as tbeir general raeans of g ainiD s a 

Skerries.. Skerries was always remarkable for its 
W fi b t me3 ’ and , tL ® , boId and adventurous character 
of its fishermen, who followed the fish into every water, 

fmnnrW fi K™® °u Ifc is sti11 tile n >°St 

important fishing village on the east coast— Howth and 

("T" * ° D i exce P ted — and maintains its former cha- 
m® ne > sea-worthy boats, and adventurous 
crews. 1 here are forty fine fishing boats belonging to 
alflf J ra T Ug “P to , sixt,y and seventy tons, besides 
a great number of other vessels which do a lar»e 
a “,. 0 / «*■*“* aud cross-channel trade in various 

esss t.isrs/thjT 10 ,”'' ° f " M - h 

ttie three kingdoms. But neither Slterries’norTush 
T’ "V 1 " r f “r 8 P r "P 0rI y ■^'-eloped, whe- 
or a reudesvons of ashing 
W. i. ."?Pr» ve ““f “ effected in the har- 

bonrs, both of which become dry at low water. 

. 1 dld “ ,l , “ l either Malahide or Howth, for ob- 

JT” tte “ ” 0t “ im P ort “* fishing 

place , and the weekly statistics furnished from the 

toStaSP* h ' lnform! * ti<,n which it is desirable 
,i n I may remark as noteworthy that this 

»«umS e hanT Sa ’ “ flM conditi »». b °‘h summer and 
Jtotoib . u bee ." mete generally, equably, and largely 
dmtr bnted round the coast than in an/ year wS 
recollection ; and coupled with that is the curious oo- 

S-tX”? tte most 

Prom all that I have seen, and comparing the pre- 
sent year with that immediately preceding 1846, 1 have 

come to the following conclusions : 

l .,™,3i al £ lhe °“ da S h . eiteepted. ‘he boats and gear 
generaUyhaye not deteriorated, but, in many instances 
have improved in character. 

2. That the answers of the Ooast-guard— “ no ini- 

prov e meotmboatsa n dgeor”_mustn 0 tbelakengene- 

bnats meaning deterioration, but to convey that the 
boats and gear are neither better nor worse than they 
16 during the three preceding years. ' 

to 3 ' to “ e de “ e! *»= in the numbers engaged in fish- 
ing,acd the gradual diminution taking place from year to 
hugely^ bbe and necessary results of emigration ■ 

Mfttond.d^tob dSO ‘“ 0 ! 'pS“J‘“ id£ » I ' u n>hilledlaboiir 
unattended with so much hardship and risk ; absorption 

n a™! 7 ! 0 '™ 8 °“‘ er ind ” ,r ‘“ ! » ‘he yicinS „f 

manufacturing centres ; the want of proximity to steady 
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and remunerative markets; and the p WW , ... 
of energy, and uncertainty which must Iheyibhtoro 
low from such a state of things. WheJS ? fl>1 ' 
motive to industry the people will J e toil? “ 
or energetic; and there n£ver can be snel . 
where there are not markets which give” fl”! "' 
for the produce of the fisherman's labour P "" 

«t. him for the wasting toil and “S, “tS 1 ®' 
inseparably connected with the active pursuit of S” 6 
Let the markets be given, and all othrn- i mn 

place of indifference — inonev will ho f A ..( i, • ^ *® 

boats and gear-and th“Sriel wSl SSK 
importance and extent which will command th! h t 



14th October, 186S. 



John P. Brophy. 



Office of Public Works 
^ 30th July, 1868. ’ 

biR,—I am directed to iuform you that the Board 
are desirous of obtaining, as far as possible, reliable™ 
formation on the state of the Sea-coast Fisheries in 
rito Sort' forV? P™*”” referred to in 

i on to P ,h„ f ? ye "’ ylZ - the c ”‘ es » f the ditninu- 
numbers of heats and fishermen, as deduoed 
hom the annual records, and as to what was the cha- 

adthdr,” d i“ n ¥? 0n of the bo!lts wb ich have been 
withdrawn from the returns, and what has become of 

reoT,™t^°; ’"‘‘V’? of ooUeofmg ‘hat information, 
requested to undertake a tour of the seaboard, taking 

raaftoto ?| S p‘‘°r ' f™ ° f q “ ries oirc " ktea “ 

to * •°°“uu g ?“, r<1 officers ' “ nd “ore especially 

to those queries added last year. J 

] ln r o °“ Wjl1 aIs °— as far as circumstances will admit, 
to ■ e °«°‘ ld ”I “Offer of information-endeavour 
and b to ^ “formation in regard to the Oystei- Ksberies, 
" , ! ‘\ e measures which have been adopted by per 
tr Wb ° m , ‘!i e '! C “ 8 W bee ” «™ ,ed f°r the ionna- 
It wm‘b J bed f’i “u W '“ “ ll “ ir general prospect.. 
Hot . J ■ d ? s,mll e 'hat you commence your iispec. 

"W »“ ‘ b « west coast — taking Gal../ a, 
your point of departure, and proceeding northwards. 

/In K»\ f 10 pi d Am m time to tilue re P ort your address 
(to be) to the Office, so that there may be as little un- 
cer^amty as possible m your receiving letters from the 

(Signed,) E. Hornsby, Secretary 

J. P. Brophy, esq.. Office of 
Public Works. 



sjjjyL^ " 
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Appendix No. 2. 



Queries sent to the Coast-Guard Officers from the answers to which the Registry Returns 
have been compiled. 



District Letter 

Return of Fishery Establishment in the district 
of extending from to up to 

31st December, 1868. 

Total Number actually in existence, year ending 
31st December, 1868. 

First Class. 



Vessels. Tonnage. Men. Boys. 




Queries for Registering Officers. 

1. What appears to be the general condition of the 
fishing establishment in your district compared with last 
three years, as to boats, gear, &c. ? 

Is there any sign of improvement within the last year, 
and what are the present prospects ? 

Is there still a spirit of emigration prevailing, or 
would the fishermen, if fully employed, remain at home ? 

2. Has the last year been more or less productive in 
the take of fish, than the preceding, according to the 
general opinion, and taking into consideration the several 
modes of capture ? 

3. What is generally the state of the oyster fisheries 
in your district ; are there any great natural banks upon 
your shores or in the estuaries ; are they improving in 
supply or otherwise ; have any new natural banks been 
lately discovered ; have any steps been taken to stock 
the ground where licences have been granted by the 
Commissioners for the establishment of private beds? 
What is the general quality and price of the oysters, 
whether from public or private beds ? 

Can you form an idea of the quantity sold within the 

Have any curing establishments been formed 
within your district, or any attempts made to cure the 
fish, or is the fish sold in the fresh state 1 

Does any curing establishment at present exist within 
your district, or have any ice-honses been established ? 

"■ Have the instances of conflicts between persons 
pursuing different modes of fishing been more or less 
frequent this year than the last? If there have been 
collisions, what is their cause, and what would yon pro- 
pose to obviate them ? 

6. Are the general habits of the fishermen in your 
mstrict at present orderly and peaceable or otherwise, 
and are the able-bodied men among them generally 
employed in fishing? 

, I® Me registry of vessels within your district per- 
ect j or can you favour the Commissioners with any 
* n ggestions for a more improved system of registration ? 



8. Does the practice of trawling or the use of tram- 
mel set nets exist in your district, and where ; and has 
it been the subject of any contention with the line 
fishers or others ? And if you have formed any opinion 
on the subject of restraints upon those modes of fishing, 
be pleased to state them. 

9. What is your opinion in regard to the effects of 
trawling on the general fishing interests, and state your 
reasons for such opinion. 

10. If trawling is practised, what are the tonnage 
and number of tbe boats so engaged, what is the size of 
the mesh, and in what depth of water is the trawl usu- 
ally worked ? 

Is the number of trawlers greater or less than in the 
preceding year ? 

What are the tonnage and number of boats employed 
in seine, trammel net, and line fishing ? 

Is the fish captured by the trawl sold in the local 
markets or sent to distant places 1 

Is the fish captured by tbe seine, trammel net, and 
line sold in the local markets or sent to distant places ? 

11. ' State the kinds of fish captured in your locality 
by the trawl, and the kinds captured by the seine, 
trammel net, and line, and the periods when each kind 
prevails and is taken in best condition. Also the 
periods when found in the worst condition. 

12. Do you know where, in what depths, and on 
what kind of bottom the fish are believed to deposit 
their spawn i 

13. By what means do you think the most accurate 
statistical information could be had, periodically, as to 
the quantities of the different kinds of fish taken, and 
the disposal of it within your district ? 

14. Are there any suggestions or general observa- 
tions with which you may be disposed to favour the 
Commissioners, with reference to the improvement of 
the fisheries, or the better preservation of peace and 
good order ? 



Additional Queries. 

1. Looking to the vast disparity in number of fish- 
ing boats, men, and boys, stated to have found employ- 
ment in 1846, &c., and those now stated to find 
employment, giving the numbers in each district, it is 
very desirable that it should be ascertained, from local 
inquiry amongst tbe seafaring or shore population, what 
is the oause to which the great falling off is ascribed; 
what was the character of the former fishing population j 
whether they pursued fishing as a means of merely 
adding to their other means of subsistence in conjunction 
with farming, or to supply the surrounding district or 
distant markets, or pursued it as their only or general 
means of gaining a livelihood. 

2. Also the class of boats, their condition and fitments 
for the purpose of taking fish. 

3. What has become of the boats, and are there any 
vestiges of them ? 

4. It is also very desirable that the feelings of the 
persons locally interested in the fisheries, as well as of 
the Coast-Guard officers, should be ascertained in regard 
to what is the cause of the depressed state of the fisheries 
and want of energy and perseverance on the part of the 
people employed in them, and in regard to what is re- 
quired to give them new vigour and prosperity, and 
lead to their becoming a source of profitable employ- 
ment to the population bordering the shores. 



Appendix. 

Queries sent 
to the Coast- 
Guard 
Officers. 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 



18 



APPENDIX TO THE REPORT OF THE 



Appendix, 



State of the Registry of Fishing Vessels on the Coast of Ireland to 1st January, 1869, pursuant to the 



No. 


^ Namb^ 


Boundaries. 


Registering Oflicor. 


1st Cl 


ss employed 

n 1867. 


2nd Class employed 
in 1867. 


Total employed 
in 1867. 


1st Class employed 
in 1868. 


- 








V„.l. 




Fees 


Vessels 


Men. 


Boys. 


Vessols 


Mon. 


Uoy- 


Vessels 


Men. 


Boys. 






Kingstown, 


From Whip of Water, 
Nth., to the Breaches, 
South. 


F. Hardy, Com- 
mander, R.N. 


143 


629 


122 


125 


443 


44 


268 


1,072 


166 


109 


494 


55 




2 


Gorey, 


From Newcastle to Ca- 
hore. 


John Nott, Com- 
mander, R.N. 


146 


865 


12 


204 


1,151 


- 


350 


2,0)6 


12 


165 


1,051 


13 




3 


Wexford, . 


From Morriscastle to 
Bannow Bay. 


Francis Herbert, 
Commander, r.n. 


35 


205 


5 


203 


890 


28 


238 


1,095 


33 


41 


235 


6 




4 


Waterford, 


From Bannow Bridge, 
Co. Wexford, to Bally- 
voile Bridge, Co. Wa- 
.terford. 


•Augustus Butler; 
D.O. 


35 

/ 

' ? 


133 


14 


303 


1,107 


24 


338 


1,240 


38 


34 

fl 


125- 

1 


.13, 
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No. 2. 




5 th and 6th Viet., cap. 106, showing the Increase or Decrease in the different Districts since January, 1868. 



Total employed 
in 1SG8. 



oystors. privato bods not licensed; supplied from A rlclow— Quality 
good— price 15 j. jur barrel ; about £2,0011 worth sold in Dublin during 
^% 0 mZ£ 8 «^n‘“ I ^i? rl,,0 ' h0Ua “ ! fresh 

bodied 1 A/*"™™ generally peaceable ; ablo- 

bodiod men generally omployed. Registry ot boats perfect. Trawling 
widiout “n u Ub i iD ’ b - ut no t^tramel. Trawling cxism 

without contention. Unable to giro ail opinion as to tile effects of 

fort v 'll w.°t , tb ° u""i nJ r fl,hl " S ifltero ?“- 1!oIlt9 ra T from thirty to 
forty -iiie tons. Mesh from ono to three inches. Number of boats 
omployed to scino and lino fishing, 1 20 ; tonnage, 230 tons. Fish cap- 
tured by trawl seine, and lino sold in local markets. Fish taken by 
trawl consists of cod, flat fish, and gurnet ; cod and fiat fish by lino ; 
hornngs by drift not; herrings in worst condition from November to 
May. Unable to say whore hsli spawn. Most accurate statistical 
information could bo obtained as to tbo quantities offish taken and the 
disposal of it by a porson appointed fortbo purpose at each place. Tho 
off h i°n^nmh!| era ^i" M . W0, ' l l “ 0 i “P r0T ° a b J a BDia11 harbour. Falling 
on m number of boats, men, and boys, ns compared with I Safi .vice., 
from haddock haying left the coast About IMSiiTss. of S 
clsowbcro. Dublin fishermen generally follow fishing as a livelihood— I 
* nd £"7 fishermen in conjunction will, farming. Boats at 
Kingstown and Ringseud good. Those at Bray and Greystonos arc not 

sogood. No rostrge of the boats used in 1846. Depressed state of the 
fisheries arises from scarcity of fish, and from the boisterous weather 



Able-bodied men generally omployed fishing. Registry of vessels per- 
fect Trawling exists in Courtown Harbour. No contentions between 
parties pursuing different modes of fishing. No suggestion to mako as ! 
to the restraints upon present modes of fishing. Trawling does not 
affect the gcnoral fishing interests. Trawlors, ten in number, from six 
to seven tons each ; size of mesh, tliroo and a-half inohes, worked in 
from four to fivo fathoms of water. Number of trawlers less than in 
precoding yoar. Forty boats employed in seine and line fishing of 
from two to throe tons. Fish captured by trawl sold in distant markets, 
that by scino nnd lino in local and Dublin markets. Kinds of fish 
taken— solo, plaice, cod, salmon, trout, codling, pollook, flat fish, 
conger, and herrings. Fish in best condition from October to January, 
June and July. Fish spawn in Wiolclow Bay from six to eight fathoms, 
on rough bottom. Best statistical information could bo obtained from 
fishermen. Fisheries would bo improved by a better' harbour. At 
Arklow fishing is the sole means of gaining a livelihood ; in other carts 
it is practised in conjunction with other pursuits. Cause of falling off 
in number of fishing beats, men, Ac., is from the trodts often being 
unable to get out from'bar harbours. Boats small; condition good 



.r, ear., improved. Slight improvement within last venv 
emigration ; fishormon generally fully employed Last \ 
,U:, ° , thl S r C ^"S '“4uenc P o &y wca.1 

t « 7 f 8h ? nca ' , N ° now b “ kB disdovered. St 

stook the grounds for which licences have 'been gran 
’f oysioragood-sold at5r, per hundred. Can form no ide 
atity sold within tiic year. No caring establishment 
Fish sold fresh. One ice-house in dint t No _ , 
h orderly and poaoeabb- ; able-bodied moh gen obally employ 
of vessels perfect Trawling and tram mol nets exist in ' 
; have caused no contention ; no additional roslriiint nooessi 
j has no bad offo'ct on tho general fishing internists. Trawl 
l by Ourtoen boats of twenty tons oaoli; mesh usual s 
" ^o falhoms of water. No increase in trawlers si 

g year ,210 boats of ono and a-half tons each emnlovod 
ung. Put of tho fish oaptured sold in local cartels, 1 parti 
- irorpool. Turbot, brit, solo, plaice, skate, 
salmon solo, herring, gurnet,' codling, b, 
cod, hake, Ac., by line; mullet, baas, Ac., 
jm in what depth or on what bottom the : 



to Dublin, and part t( 

: gurnet taken by trail 
and maokerel by sole 

^“tioa'l { n f 0 ™»Uon“roTXe°toUi™ fishcrtS 
could bs had by tho appointment of an inspector. By tbo orcotlon of a 
fishery pier m tho south bay of Wexford, and tho improvement of 
that at Kilmoro, tho fisheries would bo improved, and fishormon 
would not bo anxious to return to shore in uncertain weather anil mere 
; capital would be invested. Number of fishormon inereUed by Mx^ 
during past J' b "so'who keep small boats pursue farming as well 
as fishing. Boats coutinUo to bn of a better olass. Fishormou possess- 
ing rauoh enorgy and vigour aro greatly wanted on this coast. 

No improvement sineo lasf year as to boats, gear, &c. Condition much 
the same as last year. Presentprospoots dull. Fishermen not particu- 
larly inclined to emigrate if employed at homo. Take' of fish about 
Ore same as preceding year. Modes of capture little altered. Ono 
natural oyster bank on the decline. No new banks discovered. Privato 
beds stocked at Rlnmshark and Tramoro, and doing well ; tbo oysters 
do not breed to any oxtojlt in these places. Quality good— nrico, from 
P“ bi ‘ c b " dB ' 5 »- por hundrou ; from privato beds, Bs. 6 d. perhundred- 
6,000 sold from pab ro bolls, 4,800 from privato buds. No curing estab- 
lishments; fish sold in a‘ fresh state. Ice only used bv tho fishmongers 
rn Waterford. No conflicts; fishermen vory quiet arid Weil behaved ; 
the mon are generally employed when practicable ; at othor times a 
great portion employed in agrioulturo. Registry of vessels perfeot 
Trawling practised at Fdthxrd, Arthurstown, and Dunmore: trawling 
; and trammel nets at Tramore. No oontentions. N<S restraints on 
' modes of fishing necessary. Considers trawling injurious to tho gouoral 
fishing iatorosts, owing to the number of small fish and spawn it 
; destroys. Thirty-four trawlers engaged, from six to forty-two tons, 
eaoh using a mesh of from two to six inohes, working in from fire to 
fifty fathoms. of water. Ono trawlor less than in preceding year ; 198 
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$ 0 . 2 — continued. 



5th and 6th Viet., cap. 106, showing the Increase or Decrease in the different Districts since January, 1868 




by trawl— in spring best condition, in winterworst; maokorel, herring, 
and sprat by seine— in autumn best condition, in spring worst; lialco 
taken by trammel nets— boat in autumn, worst in spring ; cod, ling, 
haddock, pollock, hako, and oongor-bost in autumn, worst in spring. 
Large fish deposit thoir spawn in banks in comparatively deop water, 
flat fish in shallow wator, and all in oloar sandy bottom. Statistical 
information could bo had by the appointment of a person for that pur- 
pose. No suggestions to mako for better preservation of poaco and 



coast, viz., tho bona fide fishormen when tho years becamo bad wore 
unable to soil thoir fish, and consequently unablo to keen their boats 
and gear in repair, and had either to Boll them or let them fall to pieces ; 
those who oould soil emigrated— this class fished for local markets. 
Tho second class pursued fishing in conjunction with farming ; part of 
the fish cured for thomsclvos and part sent to local markets. The 
first class boats too small, and not adapted for deep sea fishing. The 
sccond-cla3S boats in good condition. Several of the old boats sold out 
of tho district, others broken up, and a few hauled up useless. Cause 
of depressed state of tho fisheries is want of capital to enable ownersto 
procure superior boats and gear, also from tho natives getting moro 
profitable wages in largo towns, &c. Tho formation of companies who 
would provide a better description of boats and gear, and give thorn 
on shares, would bo an advantage in giving the fishormen vigour, and 



Tho present condition of fishery far from pr 



in district Fish sold in fresh state. No conflicts ; fishermen orderly 
and poaeeablo; able-bodied men generally ongagod in fishing. To 



mako registry of vessels perfect, a person whoso special i 
be to look after it is required. Both trawling and t 
ing exist between Hel.ick Head and Knockodoon. Nt 






precoding year. One hundred and eighty boats engaged in other kinds 
of fishing, varying in size from ono and a half to five tons. Whore 
thero is no railway tho fish is sold in looal markets. Turbot, plaice, 
I and sole takon by trawl; hake by trammel ; herrings and sprat by seine ; 
ood and ling by line. Flat fish best in summer; othors in winter ; 



cannot toll at what depth fish deposit thoir spawn. To obtain statis- 
tical information, it would require the observation of somo one whose 
duty it would bo to supervise this matter specially. Good order pre- 
vails among the fishing population ; tho fisheries will improve when 
the state of tho country oncourages enterprise and capital. The falling 
off in tho nurabor of boats, men, &c., employed arises from emigration 
and wantof capital. Twonty-six years ago tho fishingpopulation same as 
at present; those employed in small boatspursued fishing as a means ol 
adding to thoir subsisteneo in conjunction with other employment ; 
those in hookers to supply distant as well as homo markots, and, 
as a general moans of gaining a llvolihood. Tho boats employed nro 
open four to eight oarod, in fair condition, and only used for some 
fishing and drifting for salmon. No vestige of old boats, decayed and 
usod for firewood. Tho depressed stato of tho fisheries arises from 
want of oapitai chiefly ; but the natural qualifies of energy and perse- 
verance aro, it is believed by the officer, generally wanting. 



15 16 Fishing establishment declining, except at Ballycotton, where an 

provoment is visible; but tho general condition is unsatisfacU.. , . . 
Prospects of fishormon bad. Spirit of emigration still prevails, which 
could not be easily checked. Take of fish less than in preceding year. 
Oystor fisheries very indifferent. Natural beds exist in Queenstown | 
harbour and its creeks— tho supply of oysters decreases. No now b: 
discovered. Three licensed beds in tho Ballinaourra rivor have 1 
stocked. In other parts tho genoral take is small in Quantity 
quality. Boats seldom take moro than 50 to 100 per day ; avo 



quality. Boats seldom take moro than 50 to 100 per day ; average 
price OS. to 10*. per 100 ; cannot tell the quantity sold within the year. 
No ouring establishments or ico houses in district. Fish sold fresh. 
Neither conflicts nor collisions have takon place to any marked oxtent ; 
tho fishermen are orderly and peaceable. Tho men farm as well as 
fish. Registry of boats perfect; no suggestion to mako. Trawling 
exists in the harbour, and outside it also ; no contention in consequence. 
Only two trammols used outsido tho harbour. Trawlers should bo 
forbiddon from interfering with or running among lino fishers Trawl- 
ing is generally believed to disturb and kill tho spawn, mid should bo 
only practised under rostrictions.as to dopth of water, So. Trawling is 
carried on by thirteen boats, from fifteen to twonty-fivo tons ; size ot 
mesh about five and a half inches, worked in from six to ton fathoms 
and at times up to twelve fathoms of wator. Number of trawlers rather 
larger than last year. .One hundred and ten boats engavod in other 
modes of fishing, varying in size from ono to two and a half or three 
tons. Fish captured by trawl sold principally in Quoonstown ; that by 
soino tramraol. ike., in tho caso of a largo take, sent to a distant 
market; but as a rule, no farther than Cork. Plaice, solo, flat fish, 
turbot, and dory, takon by trawl ; herrings, pollook, bream, mullet, 



flatfish, sprat, and mackerel by seine; pollock and hake by trammel ; 
bream, whiting, hako, and oongor, by line ; and at limes ling and cod. 
Fishgencrallybost Julyto September; bad in the spring. Fishdoposit 



Statistical information could bo b 
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| 2nd Class omployod 


Total omployod 


Incroaso since 
1867. 


| DCC 'u67. 5i,10< ’ 


Substanco of Obsecrations made by Inspecting Commanders of 
Coast-Guards and other Registering Officers up to tho 
1st January, 1869. 


I ; 

' No. 

7 

8 
9 


H 




Vessels. | Men. |Boy0 


Vcssols 




Vessels 


Men. 


Boy 


271 

| 

'204 


1,425 

2,296 

700 


55 

159 

00 


309 

547 

1 

206 


1,680 

2,376 

i 

708 

1 

j 


59 

168 

102 




- 


- 


71 

3 

2 


352 

203 

8 


55 

18 

2 


heartened tho people very much. If a small shelter harbour were coii 
Radtelmbc^ the™. and vcr >' lik,l 5' 

Condition of fishing establishment ot Kinsalo improved in size of boats 
and quality of gear ; in othor places no improvement. A ma. ked lm- 
movement at Kinsalo within the last year; in other pianos none 
f™ c “‘J“P°5 ts ? ot favourable in consequence of bad weather. A 
strong spirit of emigration prevails at ovory station with tile exception 
of Kinsalo; believes the fishermen would remain at homo If fully 
omployod. Tako of fish less than preceding yoar, with tho mention 
of mackerel at Kinsalo, which was more productive! Oncer 
natural oystor banks in district; hut not productive. No now banks 
discovered ; no moans taken to stook tho ground or licences granted. 
Quality of oysters fair ; price varies from 4 j. to Js. per 1 Oft ; no idea of 
quantity sold, wliioh is very small. Four ouring establishments exist 
at Kmsalo ; also one ioe houso. No conflicts between parties pursuing 
different inodes of fishing ; fishermen orderly and peaceable. Logisti c 
of tosaols perfect. Trawling exists at Kinsalo, Courtmaoslierry, ami 
Robert s Cove ; trammel sot-notsat Courtmacsherry and Kin-alo; no 
contention on tho part of the lino fishorimm in consequonre. Trawling 
» Il “ 1 "“w “ injurious to fish, as it destroys the spawn and 

small fish ; in doop water it does not much harm. Trawling oarriod 
on at Courtmacsherry by two boats of fourteen tons each, in from throe 

in from six to seven fathoms. Number of trawlers samo os preceding 
year. At Kinsalo, twonty-nine hookers of 669 tons, and eighteen 
yawls of 45 tons are used in other modes of fishing. At Courtmacshorrv 
eighty boats, from threo to four tons oaob. Fish taken sold at local 
markets. Herrings mackerel, pollock, sprats, and sand eels captured 
by some ; ling, cod, conger, hake, haddock, bream, and whiting by 
line; cannot say in what depths or what kind of bottom fish deposit 
thoir spawn. Tho mast accurato statistical information could be bad 
by appointing an offioer, who would be constantly visiting each fishery 
station for that express purposo. No suggestions to offer with refon nco 
to the improvement of the fisheries. With the exception of Kinsalo, 
there are very few fishormen in tlio district who llvo entirely by fishing, 
unless the weather is fine they seldom go to sea. In 1840 there wore 
more men who depondod on fishing than now. Four and six oared 

yawl sure those employed in fishing, they aro well fitted and adapted 

for fishing. Numbers of wrecks of tho old fishing boats aro in most of 
tho creeks and harbours along the coast. Depressed slate of the 
fisheries arises from scarcity offish and had woathor. Hake, haddock, 
and cod have been decreasing for tho last seven yours ; other kinds 
are also scarce, except mackerel, which last year was very plentiful. 

Fishing establishment of district in a very had condition. No improve- 
ment m class of boats, gear, &o. No prospoot of improvement. A 
spirit of emigration prevails ; but some of tho Hsliormen about Capo Clear 
and Long Island say they would remain at home if fully employed. 
Last year less productive in line fishing; more productive by scino net. 
During some of tho autumn months great quantities of pilchard, scud, 
and pollock were about tho coast, but tho fishermen do not like fo 
shoot their seines amongst pilchards, as (hey say that tho oil rots thoir 
do “ ot knm tao usoof Pochards. A gentleman informed 
Uie officer that he saw a tako of 6,000 pilolmrds, which the fishermen 
buried in the sands as worthless. Oyster fisheries in a very poor con- 
dition A natural hank exists off Crookhaven, but not worked ; and 
somo beds at tho mouth of the river IIon,-from which a fow oysters are 
taken. No steps taken to stock tho ground where lioencos have been 
granted Quality of oysters good; price-in Skibbereon, 5s. per hun- 
dred. Cannot toll quantity sold. Curing houses exist nt Crookhavon ; 
no ico-housoa Fish generally sold fresh in local markets, or cured for 
local uso by fishermon. No oonfliots; tho fishermen aro ordorly and 
peaccablo ; no rogulanfishormen in tho district; they work at agricul- 
ture also. Registry of vessels perfect ; cannot snggoet a hotter system. 
Trawling existsin Ross Bay and Long Island, Trammel set nets in the 
bays and creeks along the coast, and they have not been the subject of 
any contention. There should ho no restraint upon any mode of sea 
fishing, except in narrow waters, and then merely for tho sako of order. 
Trawling docs not affect the general fishing interests if trawlers keep 
clear of tho long lines and set-nets ; knows this from practioal expe- 
rience as Naval Superintendent of Fisheries on the Scotch coast. 
Trawling practised by about thirteen boats of about 260 tons, using a 
mesh of threo inches from knot to knot, working in from five to 
twenty fathoms of water. Number of trawlers samo aspreoedingyear. 
Tonnago of boats employed in othor mod™ of fishing varies from one 
to three tons. Fish captured by trawl sold in Cork and local markets ; 
that taken by other modes sold in local markets. Turbot, sole, plaice, 
skate, and haddock takon by trawl ; mackerel, pilchards, scad, pollock, 
mul et, and sprats by seine ; hake by trammel ; bream, codling, conger, 
haddock, and whiting by line. All kinds of fish bestsin the autumn 
The fishermen of Long Island Bay say that there is a great deal of 
spawn deposited upon the sea-weed there, in about four or five fathom 
water. Statistical Information, as to the quantities of tho different 
kinds of fish takon, So., could be had by the officers of the Coast- 
Guard. If mussel beds wore, laid- down in convenient localities,-. Dm 
■winter fishing would he greatly improved. Order among the fishormen 
excellent Tho cause of the falling hff In the fishing (may be ascribed 
to scarcity of fisli, and consequent inability to proouro proper boats 
and gear, to emigration and poverty. The former filing population 
aro slated to have been more industrious than the present ; they were 
half farmors and half fishermen. Very few of the present beats are 
fit to go outside the headlands ; they ore 1 not well fitted for want of 
capital. Nono of the old boats left. The spirit of emigration is strong 
among tho young men, jnd few remain at homo whd can find money 
enough to emigrate. Depressed state of tho fisheries hrises from omi- 
grntion, want both of capital and a thorough knowledge of tho fishing 
trade. Tho officer says— “ Having served for threo years in command 
of Her Majesty's ship Jackal as Naval Superintendent of Fisheries on 
Uie west coast of Scotland in connexion with the Scotch Board of 
Fisheries, I concur with Commandor Jones thatan appointment similar 
to that would be extremely useful on this coast." 

Boats and gear slightly improved. No improvement in ithe take of fish , 
bnt rather tho contrary.; present prospects very poor.'. No emigration 
amongst the fishermon of late. Tako of fish much lesstproduetlve than 
preceding yoar. No oyster fisheries— there are two small private beds. 
No oysters sold. No curing establishments formed this year ; herrings 
and sprats cured ; othor fish soldfrosh. Five ouring citablL-hments at 
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No. | 




Boundaries. 


Registering Officer. 


1st Clai 


s employed 
1867. 


2nd Class employed, 
in 1867. 


Total 


omployed 

1867. 


1st Class employed 1 
In 1868. I 




/essols. 


Mm. 


1 


Vessels. 


Mm. 


or*. 


Vessels. 


Mm. 


Boys. 


Vessels. 


Men. 


OJS 


10 


Castletown, 

Berehaven. 


From Shot Head N. 
Bantry side to Ken- 
mare, embracing the 
creeks S. side Ken- 
raare River. 


H.Haiper.S. Com- 
mander, R.N. 


6 


30 


6 


536 


2,908 


402 


542 


2,938 


408 


6 


30 


6 


n 


Kenmare, . 


From Kenmaxe to 
Waterville. 


J. J. Boileau, 
Lieutenant, r.n. 


4 


12 


11 


60 


360 


- 


64 


372 


11 


6 


18 


4 


12 


Knightstown 


From Enagli Bridge to 
Castlemaine Bridge. 


J. K. White, C.O. 


- 


- 


- 


205 


820 




205 


s. 


- 


- 


- 


- 
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present exist ; no ico-lmu.cs in district. No conflicts between persons 

sasffls^i^^jifsss;»s32j 

of vessels porfcct Would recommend ‘ Stinotton being ' madj 
botweon boaUi used as Born, fide fishing boats and those only ooculon- 



2 "1 !°" s > with f« sl ' one to six inches, worked in from twenty to 

thirty fathoms ofwaior. Trawlers occasionally comofrom otl.crplaccs. 
Number of trawlers one less than preceding year. 204 boats engaged 
m other kinds of fishing varying from one to sevon tons. The choice 
fish caught by trawl sent to Dublin ; coarse fish sold in local markets, 
as well as that captured by seino, trammel net, and lino. Sole, turbot, 
bnt, plaioo, and several course fish taken by trawl; soad, mackerel 



herring and mullet by seine ; hake by trammel net; lake, cod, ling, 
haddock, 4c by line. Tho fish taken by trawl in prime condition 
from November to May ; other fish in good condition from Mav to 
November. The opinion is that thore is no spawning gronnd in the dis- 
trict Statistical information respecting tho fisheries oould ho had by 
frequent local inquiry. Can offor no suggestion with reference to tho 
improvement of tho fisheries. Tho cause of falling off in the numbor 
of fishermen, &o., arises from emigrationand poverty. Boats andgoarin 
a wretched condition, and crews not to behad for one-third of theregis- 
tored boats. Fishing pursued formerly in the same manner as at 
present. About 100 of the present fishing population pursue fishingas 
their chief means ofgainingalivolibood ; thoromainder rarely employed. 
1 raw! era in good condition ; soino boats in fair condition; 194 boats 
occasionally used in very bad condition. Old boats broken up, De- 



636 2,908 402 542 2,938 408 



72 428 20 I 78 446 24 14 74 13 



No marked difference in boats and gear since last year. No manifest 10 
improvement Take of fish rather less productive than preceding year. 

The spirit of emigration fluctuates aooording to reports received from 
America. Oyster fisheries limited. No great natural banks ; no new banks 
discovered. No steps taken to stock the ground where licences have been 
granted. Quality of tho oystcis good— sold for fid. per dozen ; quantity 
sold not easily ascertained. No curing establishments in tho district ; 
the fish taken are either sold fresh or carod by tho country people. No 
collisions; fishermen peaceable. Registry of vessels perfect. Trawling 
not practised. There are forty boats ongagod in soino fishing of 240 
tons ; 496 in trammol and lino fishing of 1 , 000 tons. Fish captured by 
seine, trammel not, and lino sold in the local market. Hake, cod, 
haddock, dog-fish, plaice, and skato captured in tho locality. Fish 
deposit thoir spawn on a clean sandy bottom at various depths. Knows 
of no other system of obtaining statistical information than through 
tho Coast-Guards. Tho fisheries may ho improved by tho formation of 
companies in which tho fishermen should hold shares as an incentive to 
diligence and a guarantee for fidelity. As rogarda tho decline of tho 
fisheries, tho opinion gonoraiiy entertained is, that the fish of the 
various sorts have deserted this part of the coast. Dog-fish are found 
to bo on the increase, and it is supposed that thoy have caused a doorcase 
in tho bottor class of fish, especially haddock. Many of tho fishermen 
farm as well as fish. The people are indigent No change in the olass 
of boats used. Old boats worn oat. The depressed state of the fisheries 
arises from want of capital. 

Very little improvement in tho boats and gear within tho last three II 
years ; tho fishermen are well off, and do not care to improvo their 
boats or gear ;• vory liitlo improvement. Very little emigration at 
present; all the employment the men oould get would not prevent It. 

Fish very plentiful, bnt tbo weather very had. Vary large demands 
for oystors this year from Konmaro, Tomplcmoro, and Sneem— about 
10,0110 sold per week, varying in price from *r. to 10s. per hundred. No 
curing establishment or ico-houso in tho district. No conflicts between 
persons pursuing different modos of fishing; fishermen orderly and 
peaceable. Registry of vessels perfect. Tho trawlers seldom injure 
tho trammels as thoy fish in different places. Can form no opinion as 
to tho offocts of trawling on tbo general fishing interests. Six vessols 
ongagod in trawling, varying in size from ten to twenty tons each, with 
a mrsh of six inches, and worked in from five to three fathom water. 

Two more Irnvlers engaged this year than precoding. The beats em- 
ployed in soino, trammel not, and line fishing vary from throe to four 
tons. Some of the fish captured by trawl sold in tho neighbourhood, 



omploving proper officers and paying thorn for thoir labour. Cannot 
suggest anything for tho improvement of tho fisheries. Tho fishermen 
I were badly off in 1846 ; now thoy are well off, and only fish for adding 



fishermen are doing vory little— thoy are principally employed in farm- 
ing, dre. Last year less produotiTO in the take of fish than any year for 
a long time, except for scad, large quantities of which wore takon. No 
oysters taken in this district, nor any banks attended to. No oysters 
sold within the year. Onesmail curing establishment in district ; the 
fish arosold in a fresh state— at times small portions are cured. One 
ico-hoase exists at Killorglin for salmon. No conflicts ; fishermen most 
peaceable ; the ablo-bodied men employed in fishing and farming. 
Registry of vessels oorroct; bnt a paid agont is much required. No 
trawlers or trammel nets in this division. Trawling is injurious to 
spawning fish inside of headlands. 200 heats employed in soino, 
trammol net, and line fishing, varying in size from two to four tons 
each; most of the fish so captured sold on the spot. Ling, cod, and 
hako in best condition from January to April ; worst condition in sum- 
mer. Ling and ood are supposed to spawn on sandy bottom in fiftv 
fathoms of water; flat fish and hako spawn more in-shore. COrrcot 
information relative to fisheries could be had by having a paid agent, 
and one who oould at the samo time instruot the poor ignorant fisher- 
men to improve thoir gear. dto. Thinks trawling insido headlands 
injurious to fisheries on tho coast. If loans on fair security wore 
granted, the fishermen would improvo their present boats and goar. 
Small companies on the co-operative principle might h« established. 
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h, ' V yuar “ w! "S t0 tho «• tHe different kinds 
V , ats 10,1 ? oar * r “ sotting worse. Homs bad, 
ad ' n f " eral k °l** m b ?‘| «>i.air. Some of tbo old boats have fallen to 
ptcoos, and some are uBod in collecting sea-wood, snd fur fishing at limes, 
riio general opinion of the ofiiccrs and men is that the deprossud state 
of the fisheries arises from dearth of fish on llm coast waTof qu“k 

General condition of boats and gear fair. No sign of improvomont. 
Emigration still prorails ; the men would remain at homo if folly 
employed. Capture 01 fish about tho samo as preceding vear No 

; oystor fishery in district. No curing establishment „r ice house 
The fish captured arc dried on rofks, walls, die No S, 
between persons pursuing different modes of fishing ; tho general 
habits of tho fishorraon quiot and peaceable ; tho able-bodied mm* 
are generally employed in fishing. Registry of vessels perfect 
Can suggest no improvement in system. Trawling ano trammel net 
fishing exists in I Dingle bay. No contention between those pursuing dif- 
ferent modes of fishing. Thero ought to bo a closo season. Trawling 
is tho most productive of tho various modes of fishing. Trawling 
earned on by vessels of twonty-fivo to sixty tons; mesh throe to seven 
inches, worked in twenty-five fathom water. Number of trawlers same 
M last year. Canoes are used in seine, trammel net, and lino fishing. 
Fish captured by trawl soutto Dublin; also thattakon by othor modes 
of fishing. Soles, turbot, brit, plaice, and ooarso fish taken by trawl ; 
scad, mackerel, horrings, and pilchard takon by soino; hake by 
trammel not; hake, cod, ling, ha.Tdook, £c., byline; fish in host con- 
dition from 1st November to 1st May ; worst irom May to November. 
Fish spawn oil stony ground in shallow water. Bost statistical iufor- 



24 60 I 12 I 47 120 22 



buted to emigration ; tbo population then pursuod fishing for their own 
subsistence, and for supplying distant markets. One or two of tho 
old boats still in existence. Depressed state of tho fisheries arises 
from poverty and natural indolence. To give rigour and prosperity to 
them, a better class of boats, gear, &c„ should bo providod. 

No improvomont in boats or gear ; no sign of improvement. Emigration 
prevails lo a small oxtent. A slight improvement in tho take offish as 
compared with last year. Tho take of oysters better than last yoar. 
No licences granted. Quality of oysters good; sold at ill per 1,000. 
A bout 91 5,000 sold within tlio year. No curing establishments orico- 
houses. No onnfiiois between perrons pursuing different modes of 
fishing; fishermen peaceable and orderly. The able-bodiod men aro 
employed in fishing only a few mouths. Registry of vessole perfoot. 
No trawling or trammel nets used in the district ; the fish aro captured 
by hand lines. Can givo no opinion as to the effects of trawling on the 
go ri oral fishing interests. Pish captuvcd sold. in tiio local markots. 
Cod, whiting, and maekorol, oaptnred by lino ; fish in bad condition in 
November, December, and January ; herring and sprat in lair condition 
in summer months to September. Fish spawn near the .-horn in sand 
and gravel in from onototwofatliom water. Accnrateatatislical informa- 
tion could bo had by tho appointment of some local agent. Tho fisheries 
would be improved if loan sooioties were established, who would 
advance money at a moderate rate of interest. The officer finds that 
tho number of boats was overrated in 1844. Tho falling off in the 
numbor of boats since that period is attributed to omigraiioo, and to 
tho fish haring in a great measure deserted tho const within tho last 
fow years. The boats used vary from five to sovon tons each of a very 
poor description, badly found in every way. Old boats broken up and 
used for firewood. Tho depressed slate of tho fisheries arises from 



23 Kilored&no station- No alteration in boats and gear. No improvement, 
or sign of it Emigration prevails, but docs not seom to affect the fishing. 
Last year very bad in take of fish with, tho exception of a little horrings 
taken in Soptcmbcr. Ono small oyster bank off Carrigaln.lt; tbs sup- 
ply of oysters doos not seem to improro. No scep3 taken to stock the 
bank ; tho few oysters taken aro solely for the nso of the proprietor 
No ouring establishments formed; fish sold in the fresh sta £ fnlow 
maekorol and horrings cured by fishermen for their own use. No ico- 
housos in distrlot. No conflicts or collisions between the fishermen 
who are ordovly and poacoablo. Can offer no suggestions for an im- 
proved system of registration, No trawls or trammel nets. Can uivo 
no opinion as to tho offocts of trawling on the general fishing inton ate. 
Canoos from half a ton to a ton employed, with nets and hand lines. 
Horrings are takon by drift nots; end, ling, and share by lino ; tho fish 
takon aro in host condition in February, March, and April. The chief 
impediments to fishing are scarcity offish, rough weather, andadan- 
gerons coast. Can offer no opinion will, reference to the improvement 
of tho fisheries. Tho fishermen pursno fishing as a means of adding to 
thoir other moans of subsistence. The canoes used are in good con- 
dition. Tho eauao of the depressed state of tho fisheries is attributed 
to a dangorous coast and bad fishing ground. Tho return of fish at 
Cappa not so good as any of tho last throe years. Number of boats as 
groat as any provious years. No sign of improvcmentowing to the want 
of gear and enoouragemeut to fishermen. Fishermen would not emi- 
grate if thoy could get employment at home. Tako offish loss produc- 
tive than preceding years. General stato of the oyster fisheries in dis- 
trict bad ; no natural banks. No now banks discovered ; no steps 
takon to stook tho ground whoro licences have boon grautod. Quality 
of oysters fair ; sold at from 2s. to 3s. por 100. No curing establishment 
in disiriots ; ono ice-house. Fish captured sold in a fresh stato. No 
oonflicts; fishermen ordorly. A great many of the able-bodied men 
not employod for want of means. Registry of vessels perfect. No 
trawling, lino fishing, or trammel sot nets in district. Seino boats 
engagod are about four tons eaoh. Some of tho fisli captured by soino 
are sold in the local markets, and some sent to distant places. Tho 
salmon captured aro best in tho commoneeinent of tho season, and 
worst in tho end of it. The falling off in the fisheries arises from 
scarcity of fish. Tho former fishing population were ordorly, and pur- 
suod fishing both as a means of adding to thoir resources, and to supply 
tho surrounding district. Second class boats engaged; fitments, %o! 
bad. Some of tho old boats aro broken, and sonic remain. Tho oause 
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Bogle to ring Officer. 


lat Class employed 
in 1867. 


2nd Class employed 
in 1867. 


Total employed 
in 1867. 


1st Class employed 
in 1888. 


— • 














Vessels 


Mon. 


Boys. 


V-J. 


«... 


Boys. 


Vessels. 


Men. 


in;,. 




16 


Seafleld, . 


From Farrihy Beach to 
Lackglasa Head. 


F. Harris, D. O. 


- 


- 


- 


98 


259 


- 


98 


259 


- 




- 


- 




17 


Galway, . 


From Lackglass Head 
to Mace Head. 


H. D. Selby, Com- 
mander, B.N. 


160 


435 


ISO 


772 


1,902 


60 


932 


2,337 



180 


113 


533 


43 
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2nd Class employed 


Total employed 
in 1868. 


Increase since 

1867. 


eoreasosince 


Substanco of Observations made by Inspecting Commanders of 
Coast-Guards and other Registering Officers, up to the 
1st January, ISOS. 


No. 

16 

17 

_ 


112 

654 


Men. 

297 

2,161 


Boys 


v™, 


M.„. 


Boys 


Vessels 


Mon. 


Boys 


Vessels 


Men. 


Boys 


00 


112 

767 


297 

2,694 


43 


14 


38 

357 


- 


165 


- 


37 


of doprossod siato of the fisheries is want of means and men. At the 
Tarbort station the fishery establishment Indifferent No siirn of im- 
provemeat Fisho' men would remain at home if they could got employ- 

mont. Last year very bad as regards tho take offish. General state of 
the oyster fisheries indifferent ; no now beds discovered. Quality of 
oysGns good ; varying In price from ‘is. 6 d. to 3». per 100. Three ico- 
houses in district-two In Gl In and one in Foynoe ; fish sold in a fresh 
state. No collisions : fishermen ordorly and peaceable. Registry of 
vessels perfect. Drift nets and hauling nets exist in district. 8 Fifty- 
seven boats ongaged in fishing, about two tons each. The fish taken 
are sold m tho local market. The salmon taken from Fobruary to 1st 
Juno are the best; those taken from 1st June to 1st July tho worst. 
Fish are supposed to deposit their spawn in the inland rivers. If tho 
stake wen swore abolished, it is tho general opinion that there would 
bo more men employed, and that they would mako a better livelihood. 
In 1846 stalro wolrsand bag nets were used ; in 1863 those were abolished, 
by which tho fishermen got moro employment; sinco then they have 
boon again oreotod. which has caused a reduction in the number of 
fishermen cniployod. Socond class four-oared boats used, which aro 
tolerably well equipped. Some of tho old boats were sold. It is tho 
opinion of tho fishermen in tho looality, that if the stake weirs were 
abolished fishing would become a sourco of profitable employment 
From Farraghy to Bealnaglass no improvement in tho fishing establish- 
ment. Emigration does not prevail amongst tho fishermen. Take of 
fish moro productive than preceding year. No oyster fisheries in the 
locality . No curing establishments formed ; no iee-houses. No con- 
flicts amongst tho fishermen, who aro ordorly and peaceable; thoso em- 
ployed in fishing are generally able-bodied men. Registry of vessels 
perfect No trawlers or trammel set nets in district. The only boats 
used in line fishing aro canvas corragh ; tho fish aro sold when fresh in 
tho local markets. Cod and ling aro captured by line, principally from 
August to November, and are in beat condition during those months; 
m worst condition from Dcoombor to Mav. Tho teat statistical infor- 
mation could be lied by the officers of the Coast Guard stations in the 
district. Can givo no suggestion with reference to Ihe improvement of 
the fisheries or for tho better preservation of peaco and good order. 

Fishing establishment on the declino. No sign of improvement ; present 
prospects bad. A spirit of emigration still prevails; if the fishermen 
were fully employed many oftliem would remain at homo. Lastyoarfar 
less produotivo in tho take of fish than preceding year. No oyster 
fisheries In district ; no natural hanks. No curing establishments or 
ico- houses; fish sold fresh. No conflicts; fishermen well disposed 
towards each other. General habits of fishermon orderly ; tho able- 
bodied men aro, to a certain extent, employed in fishing. Registry of 
vossels imperfect ; it will be noeessary to compol the fishermen by 
law to registorand mark thoir boats. No trawling or trammel sot nets 
m uso. 112 boats (corraghs) ongaged in fishing; gross tonnage about 
fifty-six tons. Fish oaptuved by soiue and lino eithor sold to hawkers 
on the spot or in the immediate neighbourhood. Mullet are taken by 
tile seine m November and December; cod, ling, haddock, and conger 
byspillards, from Doccmbcrto March ; bream and pollock from May to 
September; mackerel, September to November ; fish in best condition 
in their respective seasons, in worst condition atother times. Cannot 
say at what depth fish deposit their spawn. Owing to the irregular 
manner in which fishing is prosecuted, it would bn impossible to get 
accm-ato information as to the state of the fisheries. With bettor boats 
and goar, and an energetic spirit, i he fisheries might be improved, Tho 
great falling off in number of boats now, as compared with 18 16 and 
subsequent years, is atlributed to famino and emigration, moat of the 
boats being sold to add to tho meansof thoso who suddenly found tliera- 
sol ves w itliout oither boats or gear, an d fled tho counlry. It wouldappear 
that at no time did tho fishing population pursue fish ing as a solo means 
of subsistence. Canoes and corraghs generally employed in this dis- 
trict; in bad condition, but are best adapted to tliia wild and rocky 
coast. Tho old boats have totally disappeared. Tho depressed state of 
tho fishorios arises from poverty, apathy, and a general feeling of inse- 
curity as to thn possession of their small holdings, and it cannot ho 
disguised that disaffection prevails amongst tho coast population. Itis 
very difficult under these circumstances to suggest any means of im- 
provemont. If the fisheries could be vigorously worked with suitable 
appliances, they would bo found a source of remunerative employment. 

Fishing establishment on tho declino; boats and gear in bad condition. 
No sign of improvement ; prospects gloomy. Tho spirit of emigration 
still prevails ; if tho men were fully employed they would remain at 
home. Last year, on the whole, less produotivo than preceding year. 
The gonoral state of the oyster fishery is in a flourishing condition. 
No new hanks discovered. The beds granted to private parties have 
been lightly stocked. Quality of oysters good — sold at 6a. per hundred. 
No idea of quantity sold within the year. No curing establishments 
or ioo-houscs in district; fish sold iu a fresh siato. No oonfliots; 
fishermon ordorly and peacoablo; ablo bodiod nion not generally em- 
ployed. Can suggest no bettor mode of registry. Trawling carried on 
in Galway Bay ; no trammel nets. A small degreo of bad feeling 
exists bntweon lino lishevraen and trawlors. Trawling does no harm, 
as there are as many fish taken by line as in previous years. Thirteen 
vessels engaged in trawhne, of from thirty to sixty tons each ; mesh, 
two and a-half to six inches, worked in from twelve to forty fathom 
water. Five more trawlers than preceding yoar. Boats from eight to 
ton tonsomployod in seine, trammol net, and line fishing. Fish taken 
by trawl soldin distant markets : other fish sold in tho neighbourhood. 
Cod and ling are captured by line, and aro in best condition fVom Do- 
comber to April; bream and pollock taken by trawl in best condition 
between Juno and September ; turbot, solo, plaice, gurnet, and sundry 
other sorts of fish in worst condition from March to Novomber. Un- 
able to say in what depth fish spawn ; hut thinks in tile bay on 
gravollv bottom from nineteen to .twenty fathom water, it is impos- 
sible to obtain correct statistical information, the fish being lmdod on 
so many different parts ot tho coast. Can offorno suggestion for the 
improvement of tho fisheries. Tlioro has boon a general failure of the 
fisheries on tho west ooastof Irekmd since tho famine of 1 847, for which 
no particular reason can be ascribed. Tho population of Claddagh 
fishermon has fallen away considerably sinco that pencil. Tho character 
of thcttshernien wasgonomlly good ; hut til oy were very reckless and 
lawl“ss towards those who would introduce any now mode of taking 
fish contrary to those establ Ish. d. The Claddogh men depended entirely 
on fishing as a means of gaining a livelihood; other fishermen in the 
bay fished in conjunction with tanning. Hookers were employed in 
deep sea fishing. Tho old boats are nearly extinct ; some wore sold to 
other pai tics for trading purposes in tho bay. Tho fisheries would ho 
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22 Killala, . From Brandy Point to j H. R.J. Pearch, 2 5 

Lower Bridge of the If. Lieutenant. 

Moy, Ballina. 



1 23 Pullendiva, From Ballina Quay to G. florwood, N. S. 

Coney Island. Lieutenant. 



St. John’s Abbey, Co. 
Donegal. 
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to purchase gear is the impediment to improvement. Pishing is moroly 
added to other moans of subsistence in conjunction with forming. In 
some plaoos the old bouts aro lying on the shore rotting. Poverty of 
the peoplo and inability to procure gear is the causo of the depressed 
state of the fisheries. 

“ N » ™I»ovoment. in boats and gear, nor any sign of it. Prospects bad. Of 
Most of tbo fishermen would emigrate if they had the moans. No A 



very much improved if the private beds were protected from undue 
fishing. Boats dredging in the channel encroach on tho private bods, 
and dostroy tho buoys. No steps taken to stock the beds for want of 
protection. No groat natural banks. No curing house ; fishsold fresh. 
There is an ice-houso for salmon near Ballisadaro. No conflicts ; fisher- 
men peaceable. Kogistry nearly perfect. No trawling. About four 
boats employed in trammel fishing of about two tons each. Fish sold 
in local markets. Turbot, plaice, and brit caught by trammels; in 
best oondition in August and September. Cod, pollock, ling, eongor, 
and rough fish caught by long lines and spillers. Cod best from De- 
cember to April. Statistics best obtainod by tho appointment of a 
porson who would devoted his time to thoir collection. Formerly, as 
now, fishing was pursued in conjunction with farming. Tho causo of 
depression is in the fact that there is but little fish on the coast as 
compared with former years. Tho boats used aro four-oared yawls, 
rndifforently fitted. The former boats are broken up and destroyed. As 
there aro no fishermen, and but little fish, and tho present coast popu- 
lation are Indifferent to fishing, it would be difficult to suggest what 
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6 Boats and gear much tho same in at! respects. Prospoots not hopeful. 24 

Only four new boats registered during tho year. Emigration prevails ; 
probably a prosperous fishery might koop the men at homo. Take of 
fish loss productive oven than lost year. Take ofborrlngswas very small, 
and lino fishing miserably defioient. On the whole, tho oyster fishery 
is extending and improving. Several licences for now beds have boon 
granted. All the bods have been stocked. No now natural banks 
discovered. In spite of tho enormous quantities of oystors dredged 
iu 1866-67 on the Cummcon natural bank, 200,000 small wore sold 



fairly and properly done the more regularly beds are dredged th e greater 
the produce. The average price paid for tho oysters was— for the 
small, 15s. per 1,000; for tho large, 50s. per 1.000. No curing house; 
fish sold fresh. An ioc-houso for salmon at BaUyshannon. The only 
collision was in spring between a trawler at Baohloy and tho lino 
fishors of Ballyconnel. who destroyed the trawl and damaged thovcssel. 
Tho cause of this collision is jealousy and ignorant prejudice, and to 
stop such outbreaks tho officer would encourage trawling and punish 
breaches of law severely. Tho general habits of tho fishermen are 
peaceable, but iu two localities the men are generally lawless and ill- 
disposed. Believes tho registry to bo as porfect as possiblo. Trawling 
carried on at Rachlcy, Mullaghmore, and Ballysbannon. Furthor ex- 
perience alone will enable the eflieer to form an opinion us to tlio 
effoots of trawling. Trawlers alono catoh fish in remunerative quan- 
tities. Line fishers say they havo caught no fish in Siigo Bay with 
deoided profit since tho trawler worked it. Off tho Bosses Point 
station during last summer tho Coast Guard took fino sole and plaice 
in good numbers by long lines, and never did so before for tho last eight 
years. Whethor tho trawlor drove the fish out of tho hay to sholior in 
tho harbour is an open question. Fivo trawlers of forty-six tons trawl 
in from three to six fathoms. Tho nnmbor of trawlers is greater by 
one than last year. Two hundred and sixteen boats of a total burden 
of 300 tons engaged in seine and line fishing. Tbo fish taken by 
the trawl sold mostly in distant markets, that taken by soino and line 
in local markets. Turbot, plaice, solo, and dory taken by trawl ; her- 
rings by scino ; cod, ling, haddock, whiting, mackerel, and flat fish of 
all kinds by lino. Hako rarely soon. Fish in worst condition from 
Dcccmbor to April. Formerly it was generally believed I bat fish 
spawned in moderate depths, but whore they really do deposil the ova 
is not very clearly established. Statistics would best be obtained by 
paying agontsat certain points oven modorato stipends to oollcctinfor- 
mation, and report to registering officers. Largo boats and) as hookers 
are absolutely accessary for tho improvement of thofishories, but these 
could not exist without sholter piers, tho boats to be furnished to respon- 
sible crows by tho Crown or associated bodies, the piers to bo built by 
the counties. No doubt the primary cause of tli e decay of the fisheries was 
thefamine— henoc emigration, poverty oflanilod proprietors.langnishing 
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I Rutland, From Gweebarra Sartor Edward C. Ball> 

j Bloody Foreland. N. Lieutenant. 
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HRH 


Boundaries. 




1st Class employed 


2nd Class employed 
in 1867. 


Total employe! 
in 1867. 




st Class employed 
in 1868. 


Said 




H 


l B 


oy;. 


'H 


Men. |b 


oys. 


..«k| 


Mon. |B 


oys 


essels 


Men.- 




I 


From Pannet Point to 
Ramelton; 


C. T. Williamson, 
Lieutenant, b.n. 


8 


24 


7 


94 


392 


40 


102 


416 


47 


- 


- 


- 


29 Came, 


Inch Island, county 
Donegal, to Down 
Hill, county Derry. 


J. D. Curtis, Com- 
mander, B.N. 


14 


4a 


4 


218 


1,250 


10 


232 


1,295 


14 


24 


72 
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biffin Islands a fuw Greencastlo yawls, good, and well adapted for 
fishing. Sumo vestiges of old vessels remain rotting on tho strand. 
If boats and gear wove to bo supplied to tho fishermen, to bo paid for 
by instalments, it might lend to a better state of things. It is under- 
stood that the proprietor, A. J. 11. Stewart, esq., of Ards, would be 
willing to assist if such a step were taken. 

42 Boats ana gear in the same condition. No sign of improvement. The 
fish appear to ho gotting soareo in tho lough. Vory little emigration, 
the men being fully employed in farming. Last year not so productive 
in the tako of fish as tho preceding. No oyster fishery. No curing 
or ieo-house. No conflicts ; fishermen peaeoablo and orderly. The 
able-bodied generally employed in fishing. Trawling is practised but 
not trammel net fishing. Registry perfect. Trawling not considered 
in anyway injurious to the general fishing interests. The fish caught 
by trawlers sent to Derry; those oaught by line sold in the local 
markets. Tho kinds of fish taken are ood, codling, whiting, and at 
times plaice and ling. The fish are supposed to spawn on a sandy 
bottom in two and three fathom water. Tlio best means of obtaining 
statistics would be by tho fishermen kooping a rough tally and hand- 
ing it over to tho Constabulary or Coast-Guard each day. The former 
fishing population pursued fishing to -help tho farm, so that all 
able-bodied men were fishermen, and fished when there was no work 
on the farms; now that the farms havo become larger, the men who 
formerly fished have been obliged to give it up, finding plenty of ooou- 
pationonthefarms. Second class boats in fair condition. The boats not 
now engaged in fishing are used for carrying purposes. By some it is 
thought that by doing away with tho trawling the line fishers would 
increase, but tho officer does not think it advisablo to try ‘he experi- 
ment, as tho lino fishers, boingalso mostly formers, would fish just when 
thoy pleasod, and demand thoir own prico, and thus fish would become 

9 Boats and gear much the same. Line fishing better. Fishing depends 
on the stats of the weather, as this is an iron-bound coast and thoro 
are onlyafew boat-ports, andthesonot good. A fow emigrate ; but it 
is not thought that the fishing affects them. The tako of cod more 

Island. Mr. Hart has stocked his bed in Lough Swiliy.and the oysters 
both fatton and breed. A fow oysters in I.ongh Swilly -.but the fishing 
for them is not followed to any extent. Fubho oysters fair. The men 
state that in September they average 1,000 per beat in Lough Foyle; 
October, 800; Novomher. 500; December. 400. Four-oared boats em- 
ployed dredging Lough Foyle. Prico of oysters, 4f. to 5s. per IDO ; 
small, 7s. 6d. per 1 ,000. A good deal of small soldto stock Mr. Hart s 
bed in Lough Swiliy. No curing establishment at 
at Moville, and one at Greencastlo ; but not in use. One established 




Comnanv failod it is believed, because tho boats were notworueu on 
S CI mTi tarried to Glasgow a,,dLircrpoolby«cam- 

tbe serwmta'of tho* leasees *of tbI*Irish“sMiety "shot a nettwioo round 
trawlers. The Irish Society claim all tho fish in Lough Foyle, without 



Till Bay, and Linigh Swilly ; no contei 
itions havo been obtained by the Irssc 



tho Irish to prohibit trawling. Thomore trending the bettor, as it sun 
up the food, and tho fieh resort to tho spot. It also keeps the ground 
clean and ready for tho fish to spawn, and allows accumulation of weed 
I to bo carried awayby tho lido. There are twenty-four trawl boats of 
from eight to forty-five tons, using a four W four and a half inch mesh in 
from two and a half to seven fathom water. Tho number of trawlers 
same as last year ; but some are laid up in Lough Foyle, afraidto trawl 
293 boats engaged in line and herring fishing. No seine or trammel 
nets. One-eighth of tho fish sold in the local markets ; tho rostsent to 
Belfast, Glasgow, and Liverpool. Cod, turbot, ling, solo, haddock, ray 
conger eels, and flounders taken by trawl ; turbot, cod, hng, ray, and 

August! and are very remunerative for the oil used by tanners. The 
fishermon got £l,500for tho oil ono yoar. Sole, plarco, turbot, and ray 
in best condition from July to October ; worst, March to June. Lou 
and ling best In winter, worst insummor. Cod and ling are supposed to 
spawn on broken ground, In sheltered places, and u usluarlcc; plaieoand 
solo in sand, and are somotimes found on oyster beds m from threo to five 

improvement of the fisheries, ills suggested that some regulation might 

be perceived in an old bed, where large shells are got without any fish. 
Money might be advanced to buy linesin the backward parts, as the Go- 
vorai/ent^ffid supply them ® >I L, thoir noticing 



me™ S now1han Worm Thomenboth fishand f-m now^theyd d 

tho adiaoent markets. The lino boats ore open Drontheim boats, from 
ono to ,^0 a^d a La f tons. The men are used to them, and prefer 
them to ethers ; they arc good polling boots, “^en Lc°b Sra t 0 rfe- 

of about "three tons, which could be managed by a man and hoy. As the 
mon divide thoir labour between farming and fishing, neither is fot- 
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There has been no improvement in tho fisheries during tho last three i 
years. Boats and gear tho same. No sign of improvement. There 
is no emigration. Tho produco of fish equal to last year. No oyster 
fishery. No curing establishment. Fish sold fresh. No ice-houses for 
soa-fish. No conflicts amongst tho fishermen, who are orderly 
and pencoablo. Registration of vessels, good. No trammels used. 
Ono trawler works in from throe . to five fathoms. 162 boats on- 
gagod in lino fishing, of one ton each. Fish sontto market in local an d 
distant places. Harring.glasson, bream, and scad arocaught by seine in 
summermonths ; oodand ling by lino, from October to. May: herring, 
glasson, bream, and scad, winter ; cod and ling from Juno to Septem- 
ber. Tho fish spawn about ton milos off land, in about fifty fathoms of 
water. More accurate statistical information on tho fisheries could be 
bad by appointing apaid person to record it. It is desirablo to improve 
tho boat-ports along tho coast. In 1848 the men wore clean d away 
by potato diseaso. Tho men now find farming more lucrative than j 
fishing, and consequently they have taken small forms. Yawls ohlofly 
used taking fish. Nona of tho old boats, or vestiges; of them, to be 
seen; cannot toll what became of them. The fishermen think a bounty 
for fish would bo a stimulus and cucouragomontto exertion. 

Fishing establishment much the same as the throo procoding years. : ; 



ground. No lieoncos granted. Quality of oysters good.. Average price, 

9s. per hundred. No curing establishments, nor ice-housos. No at- 
tempt to cure tho fish, whioh are sold in the fresh state. No conflicts 
or collisions ; fishormon ordoriy and peaceable. Able-bodied men fish- 
ing and farming alternately. Registry of vessels perfect. Trawling, 
praotisod in Bolfast Lough ; trammol-nots occasionally. No good fool- 
ing between trawlers and lino-fishers. Millions of small flat-fish are 
sold in tho markot— this should bo restrained. Trawling is very inju- 
rious to tho goneral fishing interests whilst allowed, to retain aueli 
small fish, which they obtain by trawling on prohibited ground. , 
Trawling practised by largo boats, with a mesh of ono three-fourth , 
inches, worked in two and a half to six fathom water. Number of 
trawlers greater than last year. Boats of from ono to one and a half 
tons employed in seine, trammol net, and. lino fishing. Fish taken 
l>y trawl sold in local markets and Belfast; that captured by other 
modes of fishing; sold in tho looal market,-. Sole and plaico are cap- 
tured by trawl. Cod, conger, ling, pollock, and hcrringsiby otbor modes 
in summon Flat-fish in autumn ; cod in winter. Flat-fish spawn on 
soft bottom, in two or throo fathom wator. Accurate statistical infor- 
mation could be bad byi compelling tlio owners of registered boats to : 
report on their fish, and appointing a man to examine their size. Fish 
of a certain sizo only should he sold. The great falling in the fisheries 
since 1816, So., is to bo ascribed to tho faoility of finding employment 
on shore, and to the scarcity of fish, whioli arises from illegal trawling, : 
and to the streams bring poisoned for salmon by flax- Tho present 
class of boats are largq; condition and fitments fair. Tho fisheries 
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No material alteration in; boats or gear. No sign of improvement ; pre- , 
sent prospects bad. No spirit of emigration. Tho take of fish much 
tho samo as in preceding year. Ono natural oyster bank in district, 
which has not improved. No now banks discovered. No private 
beds. Tho oysters arc; coarse ; price, 3s. Bd. to 5s. per hundred, of 
which about 150,000 or 200,000 were sold in the year. No curing 
establishment nor ico-house. Fish sold in the fresh state. No con- 
flicts; fishermen peaceable. Tho able-bodied mon aro generally to- 
rn if not fishing. Registry of boats perfect. Trawling carried on, 
but has caused no contention. Trawling is not injurious to tho general 
fishing interests if carried on on legitimate grounds in proper season. 

It is practised by Bix or seven boats, from eight to twolvo tons each, with 
a four-ineh mesh, working in four to eight fathom water. There is a 
slight increase in the number of trawlers this year, as .compared with 
last year. 145 boats, from one to three tons each, engaged in line- 
fishing. Tho fish taken sold in tho local markets ; that taken by line 
sent to Belfast. Turbot and, plaico are taken by trawl ; m good oondi- 
ttorafrom March do October, Cod, ling; aud . conger . taken bv hive ftow ; 
Ncvomberto Marcli. FlMrfilh deposit itheie spfcwn in, shallow water; 
cod and ling in deop water. It would bo difficult to obtain accurate 
statistical information relative to the fisheries unless tho fishermen 
wore compelled to report to some constituted authority. Can offer no 
suggestion with reference to the improvement of the .fisheries. The 
! good wages given by farmers to labourers is tbo cause of the great 

j falling off in the fisheries. Tho formor fishermen pursued fisliing as a 

means of living, by supplying the neighbourhood tod tttat MteU. 
Tho boats at present usad are m fair condition. Most of the old boats 

sra? s: fs.* 

scarcity of fish near thoishore. 

Tara station.— No change in boats and gear. No improvement Last ■; 
i rear not so nroductivo in tako of fish as tho preceding. No oyster 
j fishery. 1 No P curing or ice-house. No collisions; fisbesmen peaceable 

S bosfc in summon* no Ashing in. winter Poctafcrry station-— 

aaSoSSiE' xK r “,trv 'ssstiSSK 

Condition of Ifish best in summer. Kinds of fish, codling, 
whiting,' whiting pollock; and pollock, “llarf »^c^No improve 

a. aarjs ij&si 

fiSSmcn very peaoealjlo. Registry very Imperfect. No trawl or 

KffJBVwSSi. SlS. a A-rVf- 

Gunn's Island station.-,Boats and goar getting worn out No sign of 
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No. 








1st Class employed 


! 2nd Class employed 


Total employed 


1st Class employed | 




Boundaries. 


Registering Officer. 
































Vossols 




Boys 


V easels 


Men. 


Boys 


Voxels 


Mon. 


Boys. 


Vossols 


Mon. 


Boys, 


34 


Newcastle, 


From Gun’s Island to 
Hirer Foot, Kilkeel, 


R. Maunsell, Com- 
mander, R.N. 


20 


139 


17 


81 


276 


4 


101 


415 


21 


23 


160 


12 






south. 


























35 


Carlingford, 


From River Foot to 
Ballagan Point. 


W..F. A. Harris, 
Lieutenant, r.n. 


. 8 


42 


2 


286 


1,040 


6 


294 


1,082 


8 


6 


40 


3 


36 


Dundalk, . 


From Ballagan Point, 


W.H. Neate, D.O. 


3 


17 


2 


215 


686 


19 


218 


705 


21 


3 


19 


3 






Tower, south. 




























37 


Malahide, . 


?rom Mouth of Boyne 
to Howth. 


John Hutchings, 
D.O. 


77 


474 


79 


35 


137 


21 


112 


611 


100 


76 


476 


77 
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Abstract of By-Laws, Orders, &c., made by tbe Commissioners or Fisheries in Ireland 
to 31st December, 1868. 



rad Data tlioroof. 



Belfast Lough. 
(25th Oct., 1854, an. 
Kith Feb., 1857.) 



TRAWLING. 

Prohibiting Trawling in side lines drawn from the 
Bailey Liglit-house at Howth, to the Eastern- 
most point of the rocks called the “Mugglins;” 
thence by a straight line to the Southern point 
of Dalkoy Island ; thence by a straight liue across 
Dalkey Sound, in the direction of tho signal 
station on Killiney Hill. 

Prohibiting Trawling within a line drawn from 
the Nose of Howth, to the Eastern point of St. 
Patrick’s Island (Skerries); thence to Clogher 
Head ; thence to Dummy Point ; thence to Cran- 
field Point, in the County Down. 

Prohibiting Trawling from Hollyhunter Rock, 
off Crnnheld Point, to St. John’s Point, both 
in the County Down. 



Galway Bay, . 

(22nd March, 1843, 
and 9th Jan., 1854.) 



Prohibiting Trawling within a straight line drawn 
from the Castle of Carrickfergus, to Rockport, 
in the County Antrim, altogether from 1 st De- 
cember to 1st April, and the use of Nets of less 
mesh than one and three-quarter inches from 
knot to knot (except Draft Nets for Herrings). 



Prohibiting Trawling within a line fror 
” a Battery on the W est side, to I ' " 
the East side of tho Lough. 



Prohibiting Trawling within a straight line from 
the Biau Rock, to a place called Dooriu Point; 
and from a plnco called the Blind Rock, to tho 
Northern point of theTownland of Rossnowlagb, 
Lower ; and from thence to Kildonoy Point ; and 
from thence to a place called Pointinchose. 

Prohibiting Trawling within a line from Barna 
Pier to Gleninagh Castle. Also when large 
shoals of Herrings shall have set in in the Bay, 
and while Boats are engaged in Drifting for 
Herrings or Mackerel, and when Boats shall 
commence Fishing for Herrings or Mackerel, 
that Trawl Boats shall keep at a distance of 
three miles from them. 



Estuary of Kenmare 
| (10th Nov.,' ’1865.) 



Brandon Bay, 

(23rd Aug., 18G0.; 
Dingle Bay, . 

(2nd March, 1852, 
and 28th Jan., 1862.) | 



Prohibiting Trawling between the 1st day of May 
and the 1st day of October in each year, Within 
that part of the Harbour of Glanaore lying to 
the northward of a straight line from the Tele- 
graph or Signal Tower at “ Foilnashark,” or 
“ Filenashawk,” on the north-eastern point of 
the entrance to the Harbour, and Sheela Point, 
on the western shore. 



W aterford Harbour, 
(2nd March, 1852, 
and 18th J nne, I860.] 



Prohibiting Trawling within a line drawn from 
Brandon Point to Coosanea. 

Prohibiting Trawling within a straight line from 
Bull’s Head, near Dingle, to Cununna, near 

Yalentia. 

Repealing By-Law prohibiting Trawling. 
Prohibiting Trawling within a straight line from 
Crowdy Point to Carrigskye Rock ; aud from 
thence to Reenavanny Point, on the North 






Prohibiting Trawling by Boats exceeding live 
tons measurement, within a line drawn from 
Creden Head to Temple Church. 

Prohibiting Trawling in all places where there 
are Boats engaged in Herring or Mackerel 
Drift Net Fishing; and that Trawl Boats shall 
keep at a distance of at least three miles from 
all boats fishing for Herrings or Mackerel, 
with Drift Nets. And whenever Herring or 
Mackerel Boats shall commence Drift ^Net 
Fishing in any place, on or off the Coast of 
Wexford, the Trawl Boats shall depart there- 
from, and keep at least three miles distant from 
the Drift Net Herring or Mackerel Boats. 



Prohibiting Trawling within the Estuary of the 
Kenmare River, in the County of Kerry, and 
eastward or inward of a line drawn from Her- 
ring Rocks on the north to Feorus Point on 
the south, from the hour of Three o’Clock in 
the Afternoon of any one day to the hoar of 
Nine o’Clock in the Morning of the day next 
following, during the months of October, No- 
vember, December, January, February, and 
March, in any year (being the periods within 
which the use of Trammel and other Moored 
Nets for the capture of Sea Fish within the 
Estuary of the Kenmare River has been duly 



day to the hour of Seven o’Clock 

Morning of the day next following, during the 
months of April, May, June, July, August, 
and September, in any year (being the further 



Placo affected by 
By-Law, 
and Date thereof. 



periods within which the use of Trammel and 
other Moored Nets for the capture of Sea Fish 
within the Estuary of the Kenmare River has 
been duly authorized and permitted.) 



TRAMMEL NETS. 



Prohibiting the use of Trammel and every other 
Fixed or Moored Net (except Bag or other 
Nets for tho taking of Salmon) in Dungai- 
van Bay, within the limit formed as follows, , 
namely, the spaco lying between a line passing l 
due East and West, through the Northernmost 
point of Helvick Head, and a line passing due 
East and West through the Southernmost point 
of Ballinacourty Head, in the Co. Waterford; 
hut to the North and East of the line through 
Ballinacourty Head, and^to tho South and 



River Slanoy, Co. 
Wexford, 

(25th March, 1854, 
and 4th March, 1862.) 



River Lee, Co. of the 
City of Cork, 

(7th Jan., 1863.) 



main set in the water from Three o’Clock, p.m., 
of one day, until Nine o'Clock, a.m., in thefol- 1 
lowing day, during January, March, October, 
November, and December in each Year; and 
from Five o'Clock, p.m., of one day, to Seven 
o’Clock, a.r- ’ • < - • 

May, Juno, , , , A 

Also prohibiting such Nets athwart or within 



engaged in Line Fishing ; and to every train of 
such Trammel or Moored Nets shall be attached 
at least one floating buoy or board, upon which 
shall be painted in legible characters not less 
than one inch in length, in white upon a black 
ground, the Letter of the District, and the : 
of the Owner to which such Net belongs. 

Prohibiting the use of Trammel Nets within or | 
to the North-east of a line drawn from the 
Mouth of the Bunlaghy River to Doorin 
Point. 



Prohibiting, during the Close Season for Salmon, 
the use of Nets of any kind whatsoever, be- 
tween Ferrycarrig Bridge aud the Town of 
Enniscorthy. 

Prohibiting, during the Open Season for Salmon, 
the use of Nets with meshes of less size than 
one and three-quarterinclies from knotto knot, 
botween Ferrycarrig Bridge and the Town of 
Enniscorthy. 



Prohibiting, during the Close Season for Salmon, 
the use of Draught Nets, or any other Net or 
Nets used as a Draught Net, having a foot-rope 
and leads or weights affixed thereto, within the 
following limits, viz. ; — in that part of the Ri' 
Lee, situate between Patrick’s Bridge, in t 
City of Cork, and a line drawn across the si 
River Lee, from Blackrock Castle, on the South, 
to the Western extremity of the Townland ol 
Dnnkettle, on the North. 



;e of Nets of any kind whatso- 



Argideen River, in the County of Cork, 
ted between the junction of the Owenkeagh or 
Blind River with the said Argideen River and 
the Bridge of Timoleague, all in the Barony of 
the East'Divisiou of EastCarbery, and County 
of Cork. 



Prohibiting Net Fishing in that part of the River 
Shannon between Wellesley Bridge and the 
Railway Bridge, between 1st June and 
■ February. 

First.— Prohibiting, between the 20th day of 
July ana 1st day of November m each year, 
the use of Draught Nets, or any other Net or 
Nets used as a Draught N et, having a foot-row 
and leads or weights affixed thereto, witumtoi 
followinglimits, viz. :-in that part of the Jttvei 
Shannon situate between the Fishing W 
known as tho Lax W eir, and a hue dravraaue 



>n at theWestern extremity of Graigue lslaud. 

ond. -Prohibiting Draught Nets for the ca- 



rter inches from knot to knot, 



and three q - ^ s ij e 0 f the square, or 

o be measured all round each 



seven inches, to he to®*™ 

such mesh, such measurements being tazen 

the clear when the Net is wet, in 
parts of the River Shannon, or b i «• “g 
parts of any of the Rivers flowing veto the sai 
River Shannon. 
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Abstract of By-Laws, Orders, &c., made by the Commissioners of Fisheries in Ireland, 
to 31st December, 1868. 



Abstract of 
By-Laws. 
Orders, &c. 



Place affected by 
By-Law, 

and Date thereof. 


Nature of By-Law. 


Place affected by 
By-Law, 

and Date thorcof. 


Nature of By-Law. 


Lough Ree, River 
Shannon, 

(27th August, 1858. ) 
Castlemaine Estuary, 
(27th Oct., 1858.) 

Lough Neagli, 

(22nd April, 1846, 
and 24 th Feb., 1860.) 

Galway River, Lough 
Corrib, &c., 

(24th July, 1846.) 

Clare and Clare-Gal- 
way or Turlough- 
more Rivers, Co. 
Galway, 

(22nd Deo., 1862.) 

Teelin Estuary, 

(24th Fob., i860.) 

Kenmare River 
Estuary, 

(31st Dec., 1864.) 

Coasts of Wicklow 
and Woxford, 
(22nd April, 1846.) 

Woxford Coast. 

(8th April, 1862.) 

South-east Coast oi 
Ireland, from 

Wicklow Head to 
Carnsore Point, 

(1 1th April, 1865.) 


Permitting the use of Nets in Lough Ree, having 
a mesh of five inches in the round measured 
when the Net is wet. 

Prohibiting, during the Salmon Close Season, 
the use of Draft Nets having a foot rope and 
leads or weights affixed thereto, in the Estuary 
of Ca8tlemaino inside the Bar of Inch. 
Permitting Pollen to be taken by Trammel or 
Set Nets composed of Thread or Yarn of a fine 
texture, not less than ten hanks to the pound 
weight, doubled and twisted with a mesh of not 
less than one inch from knot to knot, from the 
1st of March to the 29th September. 

Prohibiting the use of the Instrument, commonly 
called Strokehaul or Snatch, or any other such 
instrument, in River Galway, Loughs Corrib 
or Mask, or their Tributaries. 

Prohibiting the use of Nets of any kind whatso- 
ever in any part of the Rivers known as tho 
Claro and the Clare- Galway or Turloughmore 
Rivers, in the County of Galway, above the 
junction of the said Rivers with Lough Corrib, 
in the County of Galway. 

Prohibiting the use of Nets for the capture of 
Fish of any kind, with meshes of less than one 
inch from knot to knot (to be measured along 
the side of the square, or four inches to he 
measured all round each such mesh, such mea- 
surements being taken in the clear when the Net 
is wet), on that part of the coast of the County 
of Donegal inside, or to the North-east and 
North of lines drawn from Roseau Point to 
Tooliu Head, and from Teelin Head to Carri- 
gan Head, and from Carrigan Head to Muck- 
ross Point, all in the Barony of Bannagh, and 
County of Donegal. 

Within the Estuary of the Kenmare River, in 
the County of Kerry, and eastward of a line 
drawn from the western point of Lamb’s Head 
to the western point of Cod’s Head, the use of 
Trammel and other Moored Nets for the cap- 
ture of Sea Fish is authorized and permitted, 
from the hour of Three o’Clock in the After- 
noon of any one day to the hour of Nino 
o’Clock in the Morning of the day next follow- 
ing, during the months of October, November, 
December, January, February, and March, iu 
each year ; and from the hour of Five o’Clock 
in the Afternoon of any one day to the hour of 
Seven o'Clock in the Morning of tho day fol- 
lowing, during the months of April, May, June, 
July, August, and September. 

OYSTERS. 

Permitting, during the month of May, the Dredg- 
ing for Oysters from any of the Public Beds 
below level of lowest water of Spring Tides, on 
that part of the Coast between Wicklow Head 
and Raven Point, north of Wexford Harbour, 
for the purpose of replenishing and supplying 
Artificial Oyster Beds or Layings, or other 
Beds or Layings, tho exclusive property of any 
person, but for no other purpose whatever. 
First. — All persons engaged in fishing for or 
taking Oysters off the said Wexford Coast, 
south of Raven Point,shall cull all such Oysters 
as may be taken or caught j and shall not re- 
move from any Fishing Ground or Oyster Bed 
any Oyster of less dimensions than three inches, 
at the greatest diameter thereof, and shall im- 
mediately throw back into the Sea all Oysters 
of less dimensions than aforesaid, os well as all 
gravel and fragments of shells as shall be raised 
or taken while engaged in such fishing ; and no 
person shall take from any Oyster Bed, Rock, 
Strand, or Shore, off said Wexford Coast, south of 
Raven Point, any Oyster of less dimensions than 
three inches, at the greatest diameter thereof ; 
and any person offending in any respect against 
this By-Law, Rule, or Regulation shall, for each 
offence, forfeit and pay a sum of Two Pounds. 
Second. — All persons are hereby prohibited from 
throwing into the Sea, on any Oyster Bed, or 
Oyster Fishing Ground off the said Wexford 
Coast, the ballast of any boat, or any other 
matter or thing injurious or detrimental to the 
Oyster Fishery ; and all persons acting contrary 
hereto shall, for each offence, forfeit and pay 
a sum of Two Pounds. 

That the Close Time, during which it shall not he 
lawful to dredge for, take, catch, or destroy 
any Oysters or Oyster brood, on or off the 
south-east coast of Ireland, between Wicklow 
Head and Carnsore Point, shall be between the 
30th April and the 1st October in each year. 


Cork Harbour, 

(28th Oct., 1853.) 

Tralee Bay, . 

(28th Sept., 1860.) 

Achill Sound, Clew 
Bay, & Blacksod 
Bay, 

(15th Dec., 1860.) 


first. — That between the 1st May and 1st Sep- 
tember, no boat shall have on board any dredge 
or other implement for taking Oysters. 

Second.— Every fisherman shall, on the fishing 
ground, cull all Oysters, and shall not remove 
any Oyster of less dimensions than two and 
a-half inches at the greatest diameter thereof: 
and shall throw back into the Sea all gravel 
and fragments of shells as he shall raiso while 
engaged in such fishing. 

Third. — All persons are prohibited from throwing 
into the Sea, on any Oyster Bed or Oyster 
Fishing Ground, the ballast of any boas, or any 
other matter or thing injurious to the Oyster 
Fishery. 

Fourth. — No person shall, between Sunset and 
Sunrise, dredge for, take, or catch any Oysters 
within the Harbour of Cork. 

First. — That between the 1st day of April and 
the 1st day of November in any year, beingthe 
Close Season for Oysters in the said Bay of Tra- 
lee, no boat, in the said Bay of Tralee, shall have 
on board any dredge or other implement for the 
taking of Oysters ; and if, between the periods 
aforesaid, there shall be on board any boat any 
such dredge or other implement for the taking 
of Oysters, the master or owner of such boat 
shall, for each such offence, forfeit and pay a 
sum of Five Pounds. 

Second. — All persons engaged in fishing for or 
taking Oysters iu said Bay of Tralee, shall cull 
all such Oysters as may be taken or caught ; 
and shall not remove from any fishing ground 
or Oyster Bod any Oyster of less dimensions 
than two inches and one-half, at the greatest 
diameter thereof, and shall immediately throw 
hack into the Sea all Oysters of less dimensions 
than aforesaid, as well as all gravel and frag- 
ments of shells as shall be raised or taken while 
engaged in such fishing; and no person shall 
take from any rock, strand, or shore of said 
Bay of Tralee, any Oyster of less dimensions 
than two inches and one-half, at the greatest 
diameter thereof; and any person offending in 
any respect against this By-Law, Rule, or 
Regulation shall, for each offence, forfeit and 
pay a sum of Two Pounds. 

Third. — All persons are hereby prohibited from 
throwing into the Sea, on any Oyster Bed. or 
Oyster Fishing Ground in the said Bay of Tra- 
lee, the ballast of any boat, or any other matter 
or thing injurious or detrimental to tho Oyster 
Fishery ; and all persons acting contrary hereto 
shall, for each offence, forfeit and pay a sum 
of Two Pounds. 

First. — That between the 1st day of April and 
the 1st day of October in auy year, being the 
Close Season for Oysters in said Clew Bay, 
Achill Sound, and Blacksod Bay, no boat, m 
the said Clew Bay, Achill Sound, and Black- 
sod Bay, shall have on board any dredge or 
other implement for the taking of Oysters ; anrl 
if, between the periods aforesaid, there shall be 
on hoard any boat any such dredge or other 
implement for the taking of Oysters, the mas- 
ter or owner of such boat shall for each such 
offence, forfeit and pay a sum of Five Pounds. 
Second.— AU persons engaged in fishing for or 
taking Oysters in Said Clew Bay, Achill Sound, 
and Blacksod Bay, shall cull all such Oysters 
as may be taken or caught; and 6hall not re- 
move from any Fishing Ground or Oyster Bed 
any Oyster of less dimensions than two inches 
and one-half, at the greatest diameter thereof, 
and shall immediately throw back into the Sea 
all Oysters of less dimensions than aforesaid, 
as well as all gravel and fragments of shells as 
shall he raised or taken while engaged in such 
fishing; and no person shall take from any 
rook, strand, bed, or shore of said Clew Bay, j 
Achill Sound, and Blacksod Bay, any Oyster 
of less dimensions than two inches and one- 
half, at the greatest diameter thereof ; and any 
person offending in any respect against this 
By-Law, Rule, or Regulation shall, for each 
offence, forfeit and pay a sum of Two Pounds. 
Third. — All persons are hereby prohibited from 
throwing into the Sea, on any Oyster Bed, or 
Oyster Fishing Ground in said Clew Bay, 
Achill Sound, and Blacksod Bay, the ballast of 
any boat, or any other matter or thing injurious 
or detrimental to the. Oyster Fishery; and all 
persons acting contrary hereto shall, for each 
offence, forfeit and pay a sum of Two Pounds. 
Fourth. — No person shall, between sunset and [ 
sunrise, dredge for, take, or catch, any Oysters [ 
within said Clow Bay, Achill Sound, and ! 
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Appendix, No. 3 — continued. 

Abstract of By-Laws, Orders, &c., made by the Commissioners of Fisheries in Ireland 
to- 31st December, 1868. 



Clew Bay, County 
(1st April, 1865.) 



Place alt'octod by 
and Dato thereof. 



Blacksod Bay; and every person acting con- 
trary hereto shall, for each offence, forfeit and 
pay a sum of Five Pounds. 

That, for the sole purpose of replenishing and 
supplying licensed Oyster beds aud other Oyster 
beds, the exclusive property of any person or 
persons within Clew Bay alone, in the County 
of Mayo, and for no other purpose whatever, 
it may be lawful for any person to dredge for 
and take Oysters from any natural public bed 
n— level of 

etn the 



the said Clew Bay lying below the levol of 
iu.e lowest water of spring tides, between the 
1st and 15th April and the 20th June and 1st 



October in each year, such periods being 
spectivoly included within the Close Time at 
present fixed for the Oyster fisheries within 
the said Clow Bay : Provided always, that if 
any Oysters dredged or taken during such part 
of the Closo Season shall he brought to shore, 
orsold or offered for sale, or be found in the 
possession of any person 



ny other purpose than the replenishing or 
supplying any such artificial or other bed as 
aforesaid, every person so offending shall forfeit 



first- recited Act (5 and 6 Vie.) prescribed in j 
cases of offences against the provisions of the j 
said first-recited Act for the observance of tho I 
Close Season in respect of Oysters. 

First. — That between the 1st day of March and 
1st day of November in any year, it shall not 
he lawful for any person to dredge for, take, 
catch, or destroy any Oysters or Oyster Brood 
within the said Lougli-of Curlingford, or off or 
from any of the shores or rocks of said Lough, 
aud any person offending against this By-Law 
shall, for each such offence, forfeit and pay a 
sum of Five Pounds. 

Second. — That between the 1st day of March 
and the 1st day of November in any year, no 
boat, in the said Lough of Carlingford, shall 
have on board any dredge or other implement 
for the taking of Oysters ; and if, between the 
periods aforesaid, there shall be on board any 
boat any such dredge or other implement for 
the taking of Oysters, the master or owner of 
such boat shall, for each such offence, forfeit 
and pay a sum of Five Pounds. 

Third. — All persons engaged in fishing for or 
taking Oysters in said Lough of Carlingford, 
shall cull all such Oysters as may be taken or 
caught; and shall not remove from any Fish- 
ing Ground or Oyster Bed any Oyster of less 
dimensions than two inches and one-half, at the 
greatest diameter thereof, and shall imme- 
diately throwback into the Sea all Oysters of less 

i dimensions than aforesaid, as well as all gravel 
and fragments of shells as shall be raised or 
taken while engaged in such fishing; and no 
person shall take from any rock, strand, or 



South-east Coast of 
Ireland, from 
Wicklow Head to 
Carnsore Point. 
(1st Sept., 1868.) 



) of Bv-I,aw 



shore of said Lough of Carlingford, any Oyster 
ot less dimensions than two inches and one- 
half, at the greatest diameter thereof; and 
any person offending in any respect against 
this By-Law, Rule, or Regulation shaft, for 
each offence, forfeit and pay a sum of Two 
I Pounds. 

Fourth. — All personsaro hereby prohibited from 
I throwing into the Sea, on any Oyster Bed, or 
Oyster Fishing Ground in the said Lough of 
Carlingford, the ballast of auy boat, or any 
otbor matter or thing injurious or detrimental 
to tho Oyster Fishery ; aud all persons acting 
contrary hereto shall, for each offence, forfeit 
and pay a sum of Two Pounds. 

First. —All persons engaged in fishing for or 
taking Oysters in Galway Bay shall, on the 
1 ishing Ground, cull all such Oysters as may 
be taken or caught, and shall not remove from . 
any Fishing Ground or Oyster Bed any Oyster 
of less dimensions than two inches aud one- 1 
half at the greatest diameter thereof, and shall 
immediately throw back into the Sea all 
Oysters of less dimensions than aforesaid, and 
all such gravel and fragments of shells as shall 
be raised or taken while engaged in such fish- 
ing; and any person offending in any respect 
against this By-Law, Rule, or Regulation, 
shall, for each offence, forfeit and pay a sum of I 
Two Pounds. ' 

Second. — All persons are hereby prohibited 
from throwing into the Sea on any Oyster j 
Bed or Oyster Fishing Ground the ballast of | 
any boat, or any other matter or thing injurious 
or detrimental to the Oyster Fishery ; and 
all persons acting contrary hereto shall, for 
each such offence, forfeit and pay a s * 
Two Pounds. 

Third.— No person shall, between Sunset and 
Sunrise, dredge for, take, or catch auy Oysters 
within said Bay, or any of the Estuaries of the 
Rivers flowing into the same ; and every per- 
son acting contrary hereto shall, for each 
offence, forfeit and pay a sum of Five Pounds. 
Fourth. — That between Nine o’clock : 
Evening of any day and Six o’clock 
Morning of the following day, no boat shall 
have on board any dredge or other implement I 
for the taking of Oysters ; and if, between the 
hours aforesaid, there shall he on board any 
boat any such dredge or other implement for 
the taking of Oysters, the Master or Owner of 
such boat shall, for each such offence, forfeit 
and pay a sum of Five Pounds. 

That the Close Time, during which it shall not 
be lawful to dredge for, take, catch, or destroy 
any Oysters or Oyster Brood, on or off the 
South-east coast of Ireland, between Wicklow 
Head and Carnsore Point, shall be between 
the 30th April and the 1st September in each 
year. 



Appendix, No. 4. 



Fish conveyed Quantity of Fish conveyed by Railways between 1863 and 1868. 



Railway. 


1803. 


1804. 


186S. 


3866. 


1867. 


1968. 




Tni.Cvvts. 


Tils. Cwts. qrs. lbs. 


Tns. Cwts. qrs; lbs. 


Tns. Cwts. qrs. lbs. 


Tns. Cwts. qrs. Jbs. 


Tns. Cwts. qrs. lbs. 


Great Southern and Western, 


1 ,249 0 


1,642 0 0 0 


1,898 0 0 0 


2;77l 0 0 0 


1,821 0 0 0 


1,638 0 0 0 


Midland Great Western, 


1,189- 13 


697 2 3 0 


497 9 1 9 


724 5 1 0 


525 18 0 0 




Dublin and Drogheda, . 


1,329 0 


1,976 14 2 0 


1,226 14 0 0 


1,314 12 0 24 


890 2 2 0 




Waterford and Limerick, 


319- 15 




127 8 327 


168 9 3 0 






Dublin, Wicklow and Wexford, 






2,118 15 2 0 


2,505 6 2 0- 


2,079 6 2 0 




Cork and Bandon, 


“ 


836 223 


713 16 3 8 


1,493 17 2 0 


1,265 7 2 4 


1,038 16 0 1 



Dublin, Wicklow, and Wexford — Increase or Decrease arises 
thus;— 



1864, 

1865, 

1866, 

1867, 

1868, 



Tons. 

. • 542 Herrings. 

. 1,066 „ 

. 1,517 

. 1,062 „ 

. 462 „ 



Tons. 

513 

1,012 

919 

985 

1,453 



Midland Great Western — Increase or. Decrease arises thus:— 

Tons. Tons. Tons. 

1863 , 473 coarse and fine fish. 536 Oysters. 50 Winxies. 



Cork and Bandon— 216 tons less in 1868 than 1867. 
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Appendix, No. 4 —continued. 

Great Southern and Western Railway. 



Appendix. 

Fish conveyed 
by Railways. 



Return of the Weight of all Fresh Fish conveyed over the Great Southern and Western Railway, and the 
Cork, Youglial, and Queenstown section for the year ending 31st December, 1868. 



(By Passenger and 



Tons. 



Salmon, . 


. 133 


Cod, . 


20 


Haddock, 


6 


Herrings, 


. 369 


Shell Fish, 


. '210 


Mackerel, . 


.551 


Hake, 


16 



Goods Trains jointly.) 

Tons 

Flat Fish, .... 59 

Eels, 39 

Sprats, 85 

Fresh Fish not named on Invoice, 150 

Total, . . 1,638 



Corresponding total for the year 1867, 1,821 tons. 



Special Rates for Fish between Cork and Dublin, by Passenger Train. 

Salmon. — Packages up to 21 lbs., ordinary Parcel Rates. 

. „ „ 22 lbs. to 56 lbs. . . .2s. 0 d. each. 

„ „ 57 lbsi to .84 lbs. . . . 2s. 6 d. „ 

„ ,. 85 lbs. to. 112 lbs. . . .3s. Od. „ 

Quantities above 1 cwt., 3s., per cwt. 

Turbot, John Dorey, Soles, Shrimps, Plaice, Haddock, Whiting, Eels, Prawns, 2s. 0 d. per cwt. 

Lobsters, Crabs, Oysters, Is. 6 d. „ 

Herrings and Mackerel, Is. (3d. „ 

All consignments under 1 cwt. to be charged as 1 cwt. 



Dublin and Drogheda Railway. 



Return of Fish conveyed by Goods Train over this Line to Dublin for the year ended 31st December, 1868. 

Tons. Cwt. 



From Balbriggan, 

„ Drogheda, . 

„ Howth, 

„ Rush, 

„ Skerries, 

„ Virginia Road, 



7s. 2d. per ton. 
9s. 8d 
3s. id. „ 

3s. 2d. „ 

6s. 2d. „ 

15s. 3d. „ 



Salmon, . 



By Passenger Train. 

Tons 

Description not specified, 

Eels, 

Lobsters, ... ..... 

Salmon, 



No Return received for .,1868. 



1 



at, 3s.. fid per cwt. 



Waterford and Limerick Railway. 



Return of Fish forwarded from Stations on the Waterford and Limerick Railway, wa Dublin and Waterford, 
year ending 31st December, 1868. 

From .Rate. -Tons cwts.:qrs. lbs. Remarks. 



Limerick, 


. 6s. 6 d. per cwt. . 


Via Waterford to London. 


» 


. 3s. (3d. „ 


. . To Dublin. 


Banska, 


— . . ... 


. . Ordinary Parcel Rates. 


Caher, 


. 3s. 6d. per cwt. . 


. To Dublin. 




. Is. 0 d. 


. . To Waterford. 


Clonmel, 


. Is. 0 d. „ 


. . Ditto. 




. 3s. 0 d. „ 


. « To Dnhlin. 



Total, 



Note, — T his consists, of -salmon principally. We do not distinguish tlie description of fish. 
No Return received for 18G8. 
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APPENDIX TO THE REPOET OF THE 



Appendix. 

Fish conveyed 
by Railways. 



Appendix, No. 4 — continued. 

Midland Great Western Railway of Ireland. 



Return of Fist Traffic received at Broadstone for the year ending 31st December, 1868. 



Stations From. 


Description op Fish. 


Weight. 


Rates 

Per cwt. up 
to 5 cwt. 


Rates per 
5c\rt* r 






Tons. 








s. 


d. 




<2. 


Galway, 


Salmon, . 


19 


11 


3 


24 




0 


i 


6 




. 


2 


1 


2 


18 


2 


0 


1 


6 


Westport, . 


... 


16 


18 


1 


26 


2 


6 


2 


0 


Athenry, 


. . 


10 


3 


2 


17 




0 


1 


6 


Ballysodare, 




3 


14 


1 








1 


6 


Bailing, 




8 


11 










2 


0 


Castlebar, . 


„ . . . 


9 


2 


3 


24 




6 


2 


0 






70 


4 


2 


3 






Galway, 


Coarse Fish, 


163 


17 


1 


26 


1 


9 


1 


3 




» 


16 


3 


2 


18 


1 


9 


1 


3 






27 


3 


1 


16 


1 


9 


1 


3 


Ballysodare, 


„ 


2 


1 


3 


18 


1 


9 


1 


3 


Castlebar, 


» 


1 


. 18 


0 


10 




0 


1 


6 






211 


4 


2 


4 




- 


Galway, 


Oysters, . . 


0 


15 


2 


26 


1 


6 


1 


3 


Sligo, 


„ 


36 


16 


3 


20 


1 


6 


1 


3 


Oranmore, . 




186 


3 


2 


12 


1 


6 


1 


3 






223 


16 


1 


2 




- 


Galway, 


Lobsters, . 


9 


16 


3 


27 


2 


0 


1 


6 


Sligo, . 




0 


12 . 


2 


16 


2 


0 


1 


6 


Westport, ... . 




0 


10 


2 


10 


2 


6 


2 


0 






11 


0 . 


0 


25 


- 





Dublin, Wicklow, and Wexford Railway. 
Tonnage of Fish for the year 1868. 



Coarse Fish, 
Fresh Fish, . 
Herrings, 
Oysters, 
Salmon, . . 



Tons. cvrt. qrs. 
18 2 1 
5 2 3 
462 5 2 
1,453 11 2 
9 17 3 



Total, . 1,948 19 3 



Cork and Bandon Railway. 



Return of Fish booked at Kinsale for the year ending 31st December, 1868. 



Hollibnt, 


5s. per ton. 


Tons cwts 

0 4 


qrs. lbs. 
1 0 


Gurnet, 


. -5s. per ton. 


Tons cwts. qrs. lbs. 
0 3 0 0 


Turbot, 


. 2 3 


3 14 


Scad, . 


9 .10 2 24 


Soles, 


. „ 


. 0 15 


2 0 


Pollock, 


. . 


.0210 


Haddock, . 


„ 


1 0 


2 14 


Sprats, 




5 12 2 14 


Cod, . 




. 16 10 


3 9 


Lobsters, 




.14 4 3 14 


Whiting, 


- • „ 


0 16 


1 0 


Crab, . 


- It 


.0 6 3 0 


Hake, . 


. 


172 1 


0 3 


Oysters, 


. 


2 0 2 0 


Mackerel, 




756 15 


2 8 


Shrimps, 




.0 7 0 26 


Herrings, . 




1 5 


0 0 


Bream, 


• » 


7 5 0 0 


Pilchards, 
Ling, . 


” 


24 11 
22 18 


3 14 
1 1 




Total, 


1,038 16 0 1 
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Appendix, No. 5. 



A™ 01 ° f: , P P?!f T i Ho ,™ M 4tb 1868, and the 12th 

Decembex , 1868, furnished and authenticated by the Harbour Master. 





1 Average daily Number 
employed. 


of Boats 


Numbor 






— 








Cornish 


Scotch 




Irish. 


635 Fish 


por Mcaso 
of 636 Fish. 


Gross Rccoipts. 


employed 


OBSERVATIONS. 


1868. 

Jane 6, 

„ 13, 

„ 20, 

„ 27, 

July 4, 

,, ’l. 

.. 18, 
„ 25, 

August 1, 

.. 8, 
„ 15, 

„ 22, 
29, 

September 5, 
„ 12, 
» 19. 

.. 26, 
October 3, 
» io, 

,, 17, 

„ 24, 

,, 31, 

November 7, 
14, 

,, 21, 
,, 28, 
December 5, 
„ 12, 






7 

43 

88 

06 

53 

33 

11 

15 

3 


11 

43 

57 

55 

25 

12 

7 

4 

1 

1 

2 

2 

3 

2 


1 

2 

9 

24 

17 

1 

1 

4 

5 
1 

2 

1 

13 

49 

75 

94 

92 

70 

58 

32 

4 


1 

15 

48 

88 

106 

120 

132 

70 

86 

47 

25 

17 

14 
19 
17 

17 

23 

40 

66 

86 

107 

77 

78 
36 

15 
11 


117 

2,711 

3,470 

1,685 

2,241 

4,040 

4,204 

1,960 

2,260 

437 

348 

95 

1,030 

12 

660 

1,551 

1,363 

7,680 

9,965 

17,250 

16,000 

6,557 

2,232 

3,390 

190 


£ s. d. 
Not sold. 
1 6 2 

0 15 4 

1 0 5- 
17 0} 
1 16 8} 
l 14 5i 
1 10 2\ 
1 4 li 

0 14 1 

1 4 101 
1 5 10 
1 12 3 
0 14 lOj 

0 17 8} 

1 1 81 
0 16 4j 
0 17 8} 
0 14 8} 
0 13 9 
0 10 3 
0 11 1} 
0 U 91 
0 13 111 
0 11 01 
0 15 0 
0 15 0 


£ S. 

153 2 
2,079 IS 
3,551 0 

2,277 10 
4,113 16 
6,964 0 
6,347 4 
2,352 10 
1,592 10 
543 0 
449 6 
153 5 
765 5 
388 16 
16 6 
716 0 
1,1.91 1 
1,205 10 
5,652 18 
6,858 5 
8,846 5 
8,912 10 
3,866 10 
1,557 15 
1,870 15 
142 10 
5 5 


d. 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

8 

0 

0 

0 

0 


2 days. 
6 „ 

r ” 

5 

5 ” 

5 „ 

3 n 
2 

6 ” 

2 „ 

* 

6 „ 

6 „ 

« „ 

6 ” 

6 » 

5 „ 

5 

6 „ 

1 ’’ 


Fair quality. 

Better quality. ' 

Good quality. 

Very good quality. 

Do. j 

Good quality. ! 

Do. 

Do. ; 

Mixed quality. 

Do. j 

Good quality. 

Mixed quality. 

Good quality. , 

Mixed quality. 

Do. 

Small quality. 

Good quality. 

Do.' ' j 

Do. i 

Mixed quality. 1 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. ! 

Do. 1 

Do. : 


Totals, . 










91,884 


0 15 9J 


72,572 12 


8 


29 days. 




Average numbers" 
and amounts per 
day, for the 129 
working days, 




14 


11 


24 


54 


712 











Appendix. 

Herring 
Fishery at ' 
Howth. 



Aistuot of Re-tubhs of Hekbing Fisheby at Abdgiass (Season 1868), forwarded and 
authenticated by Mr. Godfrey Lyle. 



Dato. Wo 




ng— 


No. of 
Boats. 


Total No. 


Gross Amount 
realised. 


No of 
Days. 


OBSERVATIONS. 


June 13 

,, 20 

„ 27 

July 4 

„ 11 

18 

„ 25 

August 1 

15 

„ 22 

„ 25 

September 5 
„ 11 

>, 18 






17 

114 

271 

459 

679 

1,149 

665 

713 

563 

369 

462 

40 

170 

26 

20 

93 


23 

472 

2,569 

1,902 

4,930 

7,375 

4,602 

4,893 

4,228 

1,911 

1,680 

112 

2,166 

229 

117 

639 


£ s. d. 
24 0 0 
426 13 0 
1,216 2 0 

1.367 2 0 
4,130 18 0 
6,611 17 0 
2,873 10 0 

4.367 13 0 
2,67 9 6 0 
1,253 12 0 
1,420 IS 0 

126 16 0 
1,470 11 0 
240 17 6 
143 15 0 
506 2 0 


5 

5 

5 

5 

6 
5 

5 

4 

5 
5 


The quality as well as the 
quantity of herrings taken 
at Ardglass this season was 
very good. The fishermen 
from Scotland, England, 
the Islfe^of Man, together 
with those of our own coun- 
try (Ireland), were highly 
gratified at the take. The 
price kept up well, owing 
to there being generally 
four steamers in the har- 
bour carrying them to the 
sister country. 

The harbour is getting worse 
every year. 


Total, 








37,848 


28,861 17 6 


- 




Total, 1867 
Total, 1866 




: 


36,24 6$ 
23,235 


21,475 12 0 
19,133 18 0 


: 
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APPENDIX TO THE REPORT OF THE 



Herring 
Fishery fit 
Kilkeel. 



Appendix, No. 5 — continued. 

Abstract of Returns of Herring and other Fish captured at Kilkeel between the 27th July, 1888 
and October 31st, 1868, furnished and authenticated by the District Clerk of Works. ’ 



Date. Week ending — 


’omisli. 


daily b 
Scotch. 


umber o 
ycd. 

Manx. 


Boats 

Irish. 


Number 
f Mease of 
635 Fish 


Average Price 
pur Mcaso 
of 635 Fish. 


Gross Recoipts. 


Number of 
employed. 


1868. 

August 1, 


1 


■ 


■ 


10 


100 


£ s. d. 
0 18 2), 


£ 8. d. 
91 1 0 


3 days. 


„ 8, 


1 


1 


1 


8 


125 


0 13 3J 


83 3 0 


5 » 


„ 16, 




■ 


■ 


15 


27; 


0 17 4 


23 8 0 


s 


>, 22, 




■ 


' 


8 


56 


0 17 2 


48 4 0 


s " 


September 5, 








3 


122 


0 19 10 


121 0 0 


5 „ 


„ 12, 




> 


1 


4 


166 


O 17 9} 


147 18 0 


4 „ 


„ 26, 




1 


1 


5 


166 


0 18 5J 


153 5 0 


5 i> 


October 3, 




1 


1 


19 


2 S3 


0 18 6^ 


267 11 0 


5 „ 


| „ 10, 






> 


21 


244 


0 18 e\ 


226 9 0 


4 »» 


„ 31, 






1 


17 


850 


O 16 0- 


638 10 0 


3 „ 


Totals, . 










2,134 


0 16 10J 


1,800 9 0 


39 „ 


Average numbers'] 
and amounts per ! 
day, for the 39 f 
working days, J 




1 


1 


10 


178 









observations. 



The long.line fishing on 
board herring boats took 

15 doz. of large fish cod, 

ling,, and gray lords— which 
sold at 0s. per doz., and 3 
doz. mackerel, which sold at 
Is. 6d. per doz. 

This week 40 doz. large fish, 
at 4s. 6rf., 100 doz. mackerel, 
at Is. 3d., and 90 doz. dog- 
fish and bream, at 

These days 6 doz. large fish, 
at 5s. per doz., .14 doz. of 
mackerel, at 2s. per doz., 
and 3 dog-fish. 

These days 15 doz. large fish, 
at 5s. 6 d. per doz., 70 doz. 
mackerel, at Is. per doz., 
and 15 dog-fish. 

These days 1 40 doz. mackerel, 
at Is. 4 d.. and 60 doz. bream, 
at Is. 3 d. per doz.. In con- 
sequence of accident to pier 
no boats came to it. 

These days 3 doz. large fish, 
at7s.per doz., 1 12 doz.mack- 
erel and bream, at Is. 2d. per 
doz., and 14 doz. dog-fish. 

These days 7 doz. large fish, 
at 5s. 6 rf., 20 doz. mackerel, 
and 10 doz. bream, at Is. 6d. 
per doz. 

These days 14 doz. large fish, 
at 5s., and. 150 doz. mack- 
erel, at Is. 6 d. per doz. 

These days 16 doz. large fish, 
at 5s. 6d„ and 50 doz. 
whiting, at Is. per doz. 

These days 600 doz. whiting, 
at 7 d., and 20 doz. plaice, at 
2s. per doz. 



Appendix, No. G. 

licences to List of Licences Granted by the Commissioners to Plant Oyster Beds, up to 31st December, 1868. 



1 No. I Dote of Lleonce. 


Poison to whom Granted. 


Locality of Beds. 


Area of Bods. 


1 

2 


1846. 

5th November, 
7 th December, 


W. H. Carter, esq., .... 
Luke Lyons, esq. 


Tramore Bay, county Mayo, . 
Monroughrony, county Mayo, . 


A. B. P- 
19 1 H 

17 o o 


3 


1848. 
9 th June, 


F. H. Downing 


Off Daurus Point, county Kerry, 


3 2 28 


5 


1851. 

5th February, 
6th February, 


John Mahony, esq 

Rev. Denis Mahony 


Estuary of Kenmare River, county Kerry, 
Do. do. 


165 2 0 
147 2 0 


6 

7 


1852. 

17 th November, 
17th November, 


Thomas Whyte, esq., 

John C. Garvey, esq 


Ballisodare Bay, county Sligo, . 

Clew Bay, county Mayo, . • • 


132 1 26 
108 3 33 


8 


1853. 

22nd September, 


J. 0. Woodhouse, esq., 


Mulroy Bay, county Donegal, . 


63 0 26 


9 

10 

11 


1854. 

1st July, . 

15 th November, 
16th November, 


Burton Bindon, esq., .... 
Hon. David Plunket, .... 
J. K. Boswell, esq 


Carlingford Lough, county Louth, . 
Killary Harbour, county Mayo, 
Ballyconnelly Bay, county Galway, . 


51 3 10 
288 0 0 
233 0 0 


12 


1855. 
18th July, 


John Richards, esq., . 


Blacksod Bay, county Mayo, . 


90 0 0 
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-FISHERY COMMISSIONERS, IRELAND. 

Appendix, No. 6 — continued. 



1856. 

1 30th July, 

1 2 1st August, . 

1857. 

| 7th August, . 

1858. 

1 5 th February, 
15th February, 
1860. 

3rd February, 
3rd February, 
3rd February, 
13th February, 
11th May, 

4th October, . 
9th October, . 
14th November, 



14 th February, 
3rd March, . 
6thMarch, . 

1863. 

29th May, 

1864. 

2nd February', 
5th April, 

10 th June, 

10th June, 

30th September, 
3 1st October, . 
3lst October, . 
31st October, . 

1 3 1 st October, . 
11th November, 

1 1 th November, 
31st December, 

; 31st December, 
31st December, 
31st December, 
3ist December, 

1865. . 
13 th' April, 

13th April, 

29th April, 

12th May, 

2nd November, 
2nd November, 
1st December, 
1st December, 
1st December, 
1st December, 
1st December, 

I 1st December, 
1st December, 
1st December, 

1866. 

20th April, . 
20th April, 

21st April, 

4th June, 

1867. 
15th June, 

10th July, 

10th July, 

10th July, 

. 10th July, 
loth July, 
loth July, 

10th July, 

10th July, 

10th July, 

10th July, 

15th July, 

Iftth July, 

' 16th July, 

1 16th July, 

* 24th July, 

1868. 

31st January, . 

1 1th February, 
Hth February, 
13th March, , 

1 13th -March, 



Person to whom Granted. 


locality of Boils. 


Lord Charles P. P. Clinton, 
William Foreman, esq., 


Bear Haven, county Cork, 
Ardbear Bay, county Galway, . 


Thomas Eccles, esq., . 


Glengariffe Harbour, county Cork, . 


Rev. A. Magee, 

A. C. Lambert, esq 


Streamstown and Cleggan Bays, co. Galway, 
Killary Harbour, county Galway, 


Rev. R. H. Wall 

Knight of Kerry 

Captain W. Houston, 

William M-Cormiclc, esq., 

Edward Browne, esq., 

M. C. Cramer, esq., .... 
Ebenezer Pike, esq., . . . • 

William Pike, esq., . 


Mannin and Ardbear Bays, county Galway, 
Valencia Harbour, county Kerry, 

Killary Harbour, county Mayo, 

Achill Sound, county Mayo, . . 

Ballinakill Harbour, county Galway, 
Oyster Haven, county Cork, 

Lough Mahon, Estuary of Lee, county Cork, 
Achill Sound, county Mayo, . . . 


William Forbes, esq., . 


Mweenish Bay, county Galway, 


Robert W. C. Reeves, esq., 
James Walker, esq., . . 

Edmund Power, esq.. 


Clonderlaw Bay, county Clare, 
Belfast Lough, Carrickfergus, . 
Tramore Bay, county Waterford, 


George Clive, esq., m.p., . 


Achill Sound, county Mayo, 


-Lord Fortescue 

Lord Wallscourt, .... 

Colonel C. M. Vandeleur, m.p., . 

A. W. Wyndham, esq., 

Captain George Austin, 

John Kendall, esq., .... 
Robert T. Atkins, esq., 

R. E. L. Athy, esq 

P. M. Lynch, esq., .... 

A. Boate, esq 

J. R. Dower, esq. 

Captain W. F. Barry, 

C. P. Archer, esq., .... 
T. Young Prior, esq., 

P. Macau ley, esq., .... 
Colonel F. A. K. Gore, 


Tramore Bay, county Waterford, 

Galway Bay, county Galway, . 
Poulnasherry Bay, county Clare, 

Newport Bay, county Mayo, 

Westport Bay. county Mayo, . 

Ardbear and Mannin Bays, county Galway, 
Lough Hyne, county Cork, . . . 

Galway Bay, county Galway, . 

Galway Bay, county Galway, . 
Dungarvan Harbour, county Waterford, . 
Dungarvan Harbour, county Waterford, . 
Glandore Harbour, county Cork, 

Ballinakill Harbour, county Galway, 
Ballinakill Harbour, county Galway, 
Ballinakill and Barnaderg Bays, co. Galway, 
Killala Bay, county Mayo, 


Marquess of Sligo, .... 
Sir Robert Gore Booth, 

Right Hon. John Wynne, . 

Lord Baron V entry 

Law Life Assurance Society, 

Marquess of Sligo, 

Most Rev. Dr. M ‘Hale, 

Thomas M-Carthy Collins, esq., 
Marquess of Sligo, .... 
John Obins Woodhouse, esq., . 
Captain Acheson, .... 
Richard J. Verschoyle, esq., 

Richard Mahony, esq., 

Mr. Robert M'Keown, 


Clew Bay, county Mayo, .... 
Drumclitf Bay, county Sligo, . 

Sligo Bay, county Sligo, . 

Dingle Harbour, county Kerry, 

Clew Bay, county Mayo, . 

Clew Bay, county Mayo, .... 
Shores of Achill Island, county Mayo, 
Roaringwater Bay, county Cork, 

Clew Bay, county Mayo 

Carlingford Lough, county Louth, . 
Ballinakill Harbour, county Galway, 
Ballisodare Bay, county Sligo, . 

Kenmare Estuary, county Kerry, 

Killary Harbour, 


William Dnrgan, esq., 

Marquess of Sligo, . . 

Miss Anne Fowler, .... 
John Obins Woodhouse, esq., 


Wexford Harbour, 

Clew Bay, county Mayo, . 

Blacksod Bay, county Mayo, . 
Carlingford Lough, county Louth, . 


Sir-Robert Gore Booth, hart., 

Horatio Hamilton Townsend, esq., . 
Thomas Sandes, esq., 

Mrs. Elizabeth Atkinson, . 

M. J. C. Longfield, esq., . 

Thomas Kirkwood, esq., . 

Richard D. Kane, esq., . 

William and J. St. George, esqrs., 
Christopher T. Redington, esq., 

Mrs Elizabeth Bury, 

Rev. Nicholas Martin, 

John Smyth, esq., .... 

Stephen IC. Collis, esq 

Thomas Hicks, esq., .... 
Robert W. C. Reeves, esq., 

Francis J. Graham, esq., , 


©rumcliff Bay, county Sligo, . 

Skull Harbour, county Cork, . 

River Shannon, county Kerry, 

Blacksod Bay, county Mayo, . 
Roaringwater Bay, county Cork, 

Saleen Harbour, 1 county Mayo, 

Howth Strand, county, Dublin, 

Galway Bay, county Galway, . 

Galway Bay, county Galway, . 

Lough Mahon, county Cork, . 
Trawbreaga Bay, county Donegal, . 
Midleton River, county Cork, . 

River Shannon, county Kerry, 
Roaringwater Bay. county Cork, . . " 

River Shannon, county Clare, 

Barnaderg Bay, county Galway, 


William Hart, esq., . . ... 

Richard Lyons, esq., .... 
Charles Sandes, esq., . . 

Stephen Browne, esq., 

Colonel Edward Copper, 


Lough Swilly, county Donegal, 
Midleton River, county Cork, . 
River Shannon, bounty Kerry, . 
Dunmanus Bay, county Cork, . 
Ballysodare Bay, county Sligo, . 

Total, 



Ares of Bods. 
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APPENDIX TO THE REPORT OF THE 



Appendix. 

Cultivation of 
Oyster Beds. 



Appendix, No. 7.‘ 

Licensed Oyster. Beds. Operations and Results, as Communicated by the Licensees 
or their Representatives. 



CIRCULAb”i3SIIED to licensees. 

Office of Public Works, Dublin, 

9 th November, 1868. 

Sib, — With reference to the Oyster Licence granted 
to you on the I am directed by 

the Board to request that you will furnish them with 
a statement of the steps taken to cultivate the Oyster 
ground appropriated to you. I am also to remind you 
of the length of time that has elapsed since the granting 
of the Licence, r and to call your attention to the 10th 
Section of the 29th and 30th Vic., cap. 97, a copy of 
which is sent herewith, which gives the Board authority 
to rescind a Licence where the bed is not properly 
cultivated. 

I am, sir, your obedient servant. 

Secretary. 

29th and 30 th Victoria, Gap. 97. 

Section 10.— “That notwithstanding anything in 
any Licence heretofore granted or hereafter to be 
granted by the Commissioners, the same shall be de- 
terminable by a Certificate of the Commission era (which 
certificate they are hereby empowered to make) certi- 
fying to the effect that the Commissioners are not satis- 
fied that the Licencee is properly cultivating the Oyster 
ground within the limits of such Licence ; and on any 
such certificate being made the right by such Licence 
conferred shall, by virtue of this Act, and of the certi- 
ficate as aforesaid, be absolutely determined, and all 
the provisions of the Acts hereinbefore recited and re- 
ferred to, or of this Act, shall cease to operate in rela- 
tion to such Licence as an Oyster Fishery or otherwise ; 
and for the purposes of this provision the Commissioners 
may, from time to time, with respect to such Licence or 
Oyster Fishery make such inquiries and examinations 
by an Inspector, or otherwise, and require from such 
Licencee such information as the Commissioners may 
think necessary or proper ; and the Licencee shall afford 
all facilities for such inquiries and examinations, and 
give such information accordingly.” 

Bed No. 3. — Off Dawns Point, County Kerry. 

Offices, Killarney, 

5th day of December, 1868. 

Sib,— I am in receipt of yours having reference to 
the Oyster Licence granted to me so far back as the 
9th of June, 1848, and requesting to be furnished with 
a statement of the steps taken by me to cultivate the 
oyster ground. 

In reply,. I beg to say that by the fall of a life, I 
have long since lost the oyster bed, which has reverted 
to Lord Lansdowne. 

I am, your obedient servant, 

Fbanois Heney Downing. 



do next season, if licence of that portion should be con. 
tinned. I have indicated the place I refer to in blue on 
the enclosed map, the part suitable for the purpose 
being enclosed within the red line where the currents 
are slack, but the adjacent parts are coloured in blue 
for the sake of protecting the breeding pond from any 
boats that might be dredging in the vicinity. 

I am, sir, your obedient servant, 

R. Mahoni.. 

Bed No. 7. — Clew Bay. 

Re Garveys Minors. 

Westport, November 24, 1868. 

Sib, — Mrs. Garvey, of Murrisk Abbey, has handed 
me a letter inquiring as to the Oyster licence granted 
to the late J. 0. Garvey. I beg leave to inform the 
Commissioners that Mr. Garvey, many years ago, 
planted the ground, and it has been carefully protected 
ever since, and is now let on lease to an English 
gentleman ; the lease made by the Court of Chancery. 

Your obedient, 

J. Sidney Smith, Receiver. 

Bed No. 12 . — Blacksod Bay. 

Clarinda Park, West, Kingstown, 
December 2, 1868. 

Sib, — I n reply to your letter of the 9th of November, 
on my licence being granted I divided that shore 
granted into parks with stone fences ; I then purchased 
£120 worth of oysters for seed, which I placed in parka. 
They remained for upwards of a year on the beds. I 
did not find I had spat at all in proportion to my ex- 
pectations, though the locality was certainly one of the 
best in that neighbourhood. I had the oysters turned 
and the beds kept clean. I also built a slated house 
opposite the bed for a caretaker, all of which can It 
seen. I sold most of the stock so placed in the first 
instance for £80, leaving a fair supply for breeding 
purposes. Since then the beds have been robbed once 
or twice at low water, by night, during spring-tides, 
notwithstanding my caretalcer. However, I have had 
a fair supply for self and friends. I kept the beds 
buoyed. Muscles increased. The oysters have not 
succeeded to my wishes. Something is due to unfavour- 
able seasons. This is all I can say on the subject, 
unless that in the deep water of Elly Bay, where there 
was a good bed when mine was granted, there are 
little or none now, and that not, certainly, from over- 
dredging. 

Your obedient, 

J. W. Riohabds. 



Bed No. i.—Kenmare River. 

Dromore, Kenmare, 
November 20. 

Sib, — With reference to the circular from the Board 
of Works, inquiring what steps I had taken towards 
establishing an oyster bed in the Kenmare River under 
a licence granted to my father in 1851, I beg to state 
that nothing material has been done, inasmuch as the 
site was badly chosen and contains very little ground 
suitable for such purposes, so that, of late years, I have 
not even protected it. Having come to learn some- 
thing more, however, of the cultivation of oysters, we 
have found a place within the limits of the above- 
mentioned bed, which seems favourable for making a 
small breeding park of about two acres. It would be 
done .by building a wall and suspending hurdles on 
wire in the French manner, which I would propose to 



Bed No. 13. — Berehaven. 

Clonakilty, December 4th, 1868. 

Sib, — I regret that yours of the 9th nit. to Lord 
C. P. P. Clinton, respecting the oyster ground at Water- 
fall, Berehaven, should have remained so long un- 
answered. His lordship sent me your communication, 
but owing to my absence it could not have been 
answered sooner. 

As to the oyster bed and the licence granted on the 
30th of July, 1856, I beg to assure you that since 
became agent over the property I paid the greatest a - 
tention to the oyster bed, and expended some money m 
its preservation and in the propagation of the oysters, 
but owing' to floods which rush from the adjoining 
mountains and which covered the entire strand a my 
efforts were rendered useless. I then erected a s to g 
embankment at considerable cost, and this resiste 
floods of the last winter, and is likely to do the s 
this winter. When last at Waterfall I examine 
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bed and found that it had increased, and the caretaker 
wot strict orders to watch it carefully, and to protect it 
from all plunder. It is right to admit that I am not 
skilled in the growth or culture of oysters, but I shall 
be most happy to follow any suggestions that may be 
.dyen, and 10 carry out any useful directions ; I did not 
think that it was necessary to obtain a new licence, 
and I am convinced that nothing has been done or left 
undone on the part of Lord Olinton by which the old 
licence ought to be forfeited. 

I shall feel obliged if you are so kind as to suggest 
to me what is necessary to be done, and if at all 
possible I shall carry out your suggestion. 

I am, sir, your obedient servant, 

Thomas R. Weight. 



Bed No. 28. — Belfast Lough. Appendix. 

Belfast, 4th December, 1868. Cultivation of 
Sir, — I have this day received your intimation of °y ster 
9th ult., addressed to Mr. James Walker, Oarrickfergus. 

That gentleman is still residing in Natal, near the 
Cape of Good Hope, and consequently no steps have 
been taken to cultivate the oyster ground appropriated 
to him for the last four years. 

On his behalf I have to request that you will be so 
good as not to rescind the licence for six months longer, 
so that I may have time to communicate with him on 
the subject. 

I am, sir, your obedient servant, 

William Hartley. 



Bed. No 19. — Valentia Harbour. 

Valentia, 18th December, 1868. 

Sie, — In reply to yours of 9th ult., which I ought to 
have answered sooner, I beg to say that I have done 
nothing to the oyster ground since I last wrote to you, be- 
cause I have now reason to believe that the nature of 
the bottom is unsuitable. If under these circumstances 
you withdraw the licence I cannot complain. 

I remain, sir, your obedient servant, 

P. Fitzgerald, Knight of Kerry. 



Bed No. 22. — Ballinakill Harbour. 

Rosleague, Olifden, Co. Galway, 
16th November, 1868. 

Sie, — Your circular letter dated the 9th instant 
having been directed to my former place of residence 
only reached me here on yesterday (Sunday). In 
reply I beg to say that I have always taken much 
pains to cultivate my oyster ground by supplying it 
occasionally with young oysters and preserving it as 
much as possible from poachers, who had almost ex- 
hausted the beds, and in order to give them rest I have 
allowed but very little fishing for the last two years. 
The prospect this season appears to be good, but as the 
usual time for oyster fishing in this locality is about or 
after Christmas, I am not at present quite aware what 
the produce may be. 

I am, sir, your obedient servant, 

Edwaed Browne. 



Bed No. 26. — Mweenish Bag. 

Rusheen, Carna, Co. Galway, Nov. 23rd, 1868. 

Sir, — I beg to acknowledge the receipt of your 
letter of 9 th November instant, and in reply beg to 
offer the following statement : — 

In 1861-62 I had two large hooker loads of young 
oysters laid down on part of the beds assigned to me, 
and for the following three or four years I was grati- 
fied to see the result of my care and attention rewarded 
by a plentiful supply of fine oysters, but unfortunately 
towards the end of 1864 1 was taken severely ill, which 
obliged me to leave my home for eighteen months. On 
my return again I made it my first care to examine 
the beds again, and then, to my great surprise and 
vexation, I found the best part of them entirely 
stripped, and the only information I could get was 
that the oysters had all died. When I pointed out to 
them that even the shells were not forthcoming, the 
reply I received was we know nothing about them. 
I thought I left a trustworthy man — my late steward 
—in charge, but this is “Connemara." 

I have the honour to be, sir. 

Your most obedient servant, 

W. Forbes. 

N.B. — What still remains to me of the oysters will, 
I hope, enable me in course of time to repair my losses. 



Bed No. 29. — Tramore Bay. 

Eastlands, Tramore, 

27th February, 1869. 

Sir, — In reply to your circular received by me in 
due course, and in which you request me to furnish you 
with a statement of the steps taken by me since my 
last report to the Commissioners, to cultivate the groftnd 
appropriated to me, and in which you call my atten- 
tion to the section of the Act of Parliament which gives 
the Commissioners authority to rescind any licence 
where the bed is not properly cultivated. No doubt 
this is a wise provision. 

I beg to say that I laid down last year about thirty 
thousand oysters from one to three years’ growth, both 
in the tanks inside my embankment, but the greater por- 
tion in the feeding beds outside, which I caused to be 
cleared out thoroughly, so as to allow the tide to run 
freely over them, and also in the natural bed called the 
“ Oyster Hole,” where there was a small fall of spat ; 
but on account of the race of the tide very little of it 
took effect. The oysters which I had previously laid 
down continue to increase in size and become very 
fat, several thousand having been dredged for the 
Waterford market, where they are much appreciated. 

I regret, however, to be obliged to say that notwith- 
standing all my efforts and experiments in artificial 
oyster culture so successfully carried out in England, 
having constructed small tanks or ponds inside my em- 
bankment from which the action of the tide is excluded, 
I had not the slightest sign of spat in them, although 
the season was most favourable. The cause, perhaps, 
may be that the breeding months were very warm, and 
maybe too much so, my tanks being very sheltered j 
and we are now told by Mr. Francis Pennell of Hearne 
Bay, that excessive heat is injurious. The opinions 
heretofore of scientific men having been, that the tem- 
perature of the water in breeding ponds or tanks could 
not be too high. However, as there is nothing like 
perseverance, I purpose continuing my efforts, and 
endeavour to succeed in getting a fall of spat. In 
addition to the hurdles, tiles, shells, &c., heretofore used 
as cultcli, I purpose trying garden wire netting, sup- 
ported as the hurdles, about twelve inches from the 
bottom, on which I shall place shells, as collectors, for 
the spat to adhere to. I shall also, for the first time, 
try furze bushes (an article easily procured in Ireland) 
used with some success by Mr. Hart at Hayling, and 
Mr. Francis Pennell at Hearne Bay. 

I have the honour to remain, sir, 

Your obedient servant, 

Edmund Power. 



Bed No. 30. — A chill Sound. 

Perrystone, Ross, 

14th November, 1868. 

Sir,— I decline to furnish any statement to the 
Board. 

Some steps I have taken, but from the absurdly re- 
stricted nature of the grant, I doubt their producing 
any good result. 
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The Board has my free consent to rescind the licence 
which, owing to the ignorance of those who conducted 
the inspection, is comparatively useless. 

Your obedient servant, 

Geo. Clcvb. 



Bed No. 31 — Tramore Bay. 

Summerville, Waterford, 

19th December, 1868. 

Sib,— I n reply to your circular with reference to the 
oyster licence granted to Lord Fortescue in 1864, I 
have little to add to my previous reports on the same 
subject. 

Owing to repeated failures in the deposit of spat for 
which this locality does not appear to be favourable, I 
have of late confined my operations to laying down 
oysters from the natural banks at Wexford, and selling 
them in Waterford when fit for use. 

I am, sir, your obedient servant, 

D. F. Fortescue. 



Bed No. 43 . — Bcdlinakffl Harbour. 
Killidrenan, N.-T.-Mt.-Keunedy 
November 16 th, 1868. 

Sir,— With reference to the subject-matter of 
letter of the 9th, received the 14th, I beg to say that 
during last season, and the short period of this which 
has elapsed, I have collected as much oysters as I could 
procure or purchase on the hank in Balliuakill Bay Co 
Galway. That I have employed a competent and trust 
worthy man to superintend the work, who reports a 
very favourable progress in the spawning last summer 
I tried partially the French system of faggots to collect 
the spawn, but it has not succeeded. A quantity how- 
ever, has been collected on tiles, flags, and stones’. 

I would feel obliged for a work or report containing 
accounts of the most successful means of accomplishing 
that very important object ; and am, ° 

Sir, your obedient servant, 

Chas. P. Archer. 



Bed No. 34 . — Newport Bay. 

. Newport, Mayo, 

January 5th, 1869. 

Sin, — In reply to yours inquiring concerning the 
oyster bed licensed to Captain A. W. Wyudham, I beg 
to say that all the money expended on it was utterly 
thrown away, inasmuch as the portion licensed was 
totally unfit for oyster culture. Had the remaining 
portion applied for been licensed, it would have been 
different. As it is I have strongly advised Captain W. 
not to throw away money in any further attempts; 
whether he will or not I cannot at present say. 

I remain, sir, your obedient servant, 

John Oram. 

Bed No. 35 . — Westport Bay. 

Clew Bay Oyster Licence. 



The Precincts, Canterbury, 

January 4, 1869. 

Dear Sir, — 1 our circular has been long in reaching 
me, or I should have before replied to it. 

l am happy to be able to report to. you, for the infor- 
mation of the Board, that I have succeeded in esta- 
blishing there, on the ground granted, a very large and 
thriving oyster fishery, and that it is now, and has 
been for the .last two years or more, in full operation, 
and is, I believe, by far the largest private oyster fish- 
ery in Ireland. 

A-very large sum is annually expended there, and- a 
large capital invested. Some details will be found in 
my annual reports to the Fishery Department of the 
Board, and published in their reports. 

I am, dear sir, your very obedient servant, 

George Austin. 

■r b "~r wlU > “ necessary, -furnish you with detailed 

mtormation on any point required G;A. 



Bed No. 36. Avdbear and Mannin Bays. 

Union Bank Chambers, 

Lincoln’s Inn, London, W.O. 

16th November, 1868. 

• i IR r In reply to your communication of the 9tl 
tl,,s da .y> I beg to inform you that ] 
am still cultivating such parts of the ground comprised 

*7 °/ St ° r llc . ence " f" °JBter culture 1 Hj 
mutest enemy is mud; but by careful dreddntt I m 
doing my best to cultivate and eitend ,tlie grouwl. 

grouShi/sea* S S1 " U I»” * » f «■< 

Any further information I shall be l.appy to afforii 
Rfi&SfiT sr ““ d to shot, 
I am, air, your obedient servant, 

John Kendall. 



■ Bed No 44. — Ballinahill Harbour. 

Ballinakill, Clifdeu, Co. Galway, 
December 9, 1868. 

SlR j— ‘ ^ ur letter of tbe 9th November last was pre- 
vented being answered sooner by my absence from 
home. 

With reference to oyster licence granted to me in 
1864, I have only to remark that I have taken all the 
stops I could do to cultivate the oysters on the ground 
appropriated to me, which I also did for several years 
previously, as it is my own property ; it has never been 
disputed with me, or those preceding me, as owners of the 
property. At low tides most of my beds dry out, ex- 
cept the muddy parts ; and all parts of said beds are 
surveyed and bounded by my fee simple estate. 

I have from time to time dredged the beds, taking 
off dirt, weeds, &c., sea-grass and such like ( at consider- 
able expense, laying down all seed-oysters again in the 
best places for them, and also all large oysters, except- 
ing a few used for my own private use. I never sold 
any off the beds but one year, and that was the year I 
took out the licence, ray endeavours being to increase 
and multiply the oysters as much as possible, all which 
I have done for years before the licence, with the same 
success. I also put down on the beds some fresh seed- 
oysters the last two seasons. But the winter storms in 
my bay make the water extremely rough, consequently, 
I find that large amounts of oysters are driven up by 
the rough weather, and destroyed so as to cause me 
very considerable loss. "However, for my own sake as 
well as for licence, I am doing all I cau to improve 
them, and shall so con tinue to do. 

I am, sir, your obedient servant, 

Thomas Young -Prior. 



Bed No. 46 . — KiUala Bay. 

Belleek Manor, Ballina, Co. Mayo, 
November 27, 1868. . 

Snt>- — In reply to- your letter of the 9 th of November, 
1868, 1 have the honour to make, for the information 
of the Board of Works, the following statement, as re- 
gards the condition of the grant made by them to me 
iu 1864 (31st of December) for the. purpose of forming 
oyster beds. 

Not until March, 1865, did we receive official notifica- 
tion of the grant, and even then there existed an un- 
certainty as to security of such grants. The following 
session, however, the Act relath e to such grants to 
private individuals having been amended, immediate 
steps were taken to put the bottom of the ground 
selected, or at least a portion selected, as most favor- 
able for the purpose, into a fit state for the reception 
of seed oysters, by thorough dredging and cleaning the 
bottom from obstructions, sea-weed, dirt, crabs, star- 
fish- and other natural enemies of the oyster. This 
operation involved some considerable time and diffi- 
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culty, more particularly owing to the questionable 
legality of using an oyster dredge, even for these pur- 
poses, during the close season. The result, however, 
tended quite to confirm our previous conviction that 
the ground was particularly suitable for our purpose. 
It was not thus until 1866, that we were prepared to 
make layings, which we did, procuring the brood oysters 
at much difficulty and expense from Clew Bay chiefly. 
This difficulty arose from the fact that, owing, appa- 
rently, to the public beds in that vicinity having been 
at some previous period apparently over-fished, the sup- 
ply is not larger than finds a ready market on the spot 
from Captain Austin and others, who are entensively 
engaged in forming oyster beds there and in the 
vicinity. Last season we made further layings, and 
are happy to say the oysters have, even in a single 
season, improved so far in size and flavour that we 
have every reason to be satisfied with our prospect of 
success in growing oysters. Whether the locality will 
suit equally well for breeding them is a question we 
are as yet unable to decide, but we shall give it trial, 
and hope ultimately to be able to report our success in 
this branch also. 

Wo are at this moment endeavouring to obtain a 
further supply of brood oysters from Blacksod and Clew 
Bays, and hope, should we succeed in obtaining the quan- 
tity we seek, to extend the limits of the ground at 
present stocked, so as, by next season, to have occupied 
and tested the capabilities and merits of all available 
ground within the limits of our grant. 

Our beds being but in their infancy I can give the 
Board no information as yet as to produce or market 
prices. The ouly other oyster beds in the immediate 
vicinity are those of Oortoon, the property of Major 
Knox, of Castlerea, and are in the estuary of Rathfran 
River. They have been in existence for a considerable 
length of time, but as regards their condition or pro- 
duce, I am unable to afford any information. 

The only suggestion I would offer for consideration 
of the Board would be the propriety of permission 
being given for owners of private oyster beds or layings 
being at all times and seasons permitted to use the 
dredge for the purpose of cleaning the ground and 
separating and distributing the growing oysters, it 
being at the same time most distinctly understood that 
no oysters of any size whatever, or upon any pretext, 
should be removed, even to other beds. 

I have the honour to be, gentlemen, 

Your obedient servant, 

C. J. Knox Gore, 

On part of’Sir A. Knox Gore, Bart. 

Beds Nos. 47, 52, 55, 62. — Clew Bay. 

Estate Office, Westport, 
November 30, 1868. 

Sir, — In reply to your letter of the 9th of November 
instant, relative to the oyster licences granted to Lord 
Sligo, I have to state — 

1st — That the ground north of Islandraore (licence 
dated November 2, 1865) has been duly planted, and 
a letter from the Board of Works, dated January 10 th, 
1866 (Fisheries, 305), was sent to Lord Sligo, certify- 
ing that such had been done in accordance with the 
terms of the licence. This bed is regularly preserved 
and worked. 

2nd — The ground east of Innishlyre (licence dated 
December 1, 1865), was leased to Mr. W. F. Dobson 
(Beanlsted House, Maidstone), on conditions as to plant- 
ing, & c., but Mr. Dobson having written to say that be 
finds, after planting a large quantity of oysters thereon, 
wbich : have perished, that it is unsuitable to the pur- 
pose. A surrender of his lease has been agreed to, and 
Jbe licence has been already practically abandoned, 
•there can, of course, be no objection to the formal re- 
vocation of the licence. 

3rd — The other two licences granted to Lord Sligo, 
dated respectively April 13th, 1865, and April 20th, 
1866, were leased to Mr. Leonard Wray, of Eagle House, 
Bamsgate, on stringent conditions as to the planting 



and working of the ground in accordance with the terms 
of the licences. I regret, however, to say that Mr. 
Wray has not as yet complied therewith, notwith- 
standing several letters of remonstrance relative thereto. 
These two licences, however, each allow five years for 
the planting, and Mr. Wray continues to promise com- 
pliance with the terms of the licence within the speci- 
fied time. 

I believe that the stringent condition of the money 
market for the last two years is the principal reason of 
Mr. Wray’s not having planted the ground before this. 

Your obedient servant, 

J. Sidney Smith. 

Bed No. 51. — Clew Bay. 

Ballynabinch Castle, via Galway, 
26th December, 1868. 

Sir, — In reply to yonr communication of the 9th 
ultimo, relative to the planting of an oyster bed in Olew 
Bay by the Law Life Society, I have to inform yon that 
no steps have been taken by the society in planting or 
cultivating oysters there, in consequence of the very 
limited area of grounds laid out by the Commissioners 
for planting. But if the licence extended to all the 
grounds claimed by the Law Life at the time of appli- 
cation, they would now have the beds in course of 
cultivation, and very probably be one of the finest oyster 
fisheries in the kingdom. 

I am, sir, your obedient servant, 

G-. Robinson. 

Bed No. 58. — Ballisodare Bay. 

Tanrago, Ballisodare, 

16th November, 1868. 

Sir, — In reply to your circular of the 9th instant, I 
beg to state that the young oysters laid down by me, 
two years since, have grown and are doing well ; a con- 
siderable number of them are of a marketable size, but 
I will not take any up for sale till next September, to 
give them the opportunity of spawning. 

I this season put out a considerable quantity of stones 
on the bare parts of the bed to form shelter, as the 
current is very strong, and to give a bold for the spat ; 
this, with constantly collecting any scattered oysters 
into the most favourable situations, is what I have as 
yet done. I consider there is every prospect of the bed 
being valuable, and paying well in the course of time. 

I am, sir, your obedient servant, 

R. J. Verschoyle. 

Dear Sir, — I have got the valuable pamphlet, pub- 
lished by the Commissioners in 1864, on the Irish oyster 
fisheries. I shall he obliged by yonr informing me if 
any later information has been published by them. 

I suppose we will have a report published of the in- 
formation collected in France recently. 

Yours truly, 

R. J. Verschoyxe. 

Bed No. 59. — Kenmare Estuary. 

Dromore, Kenmare, 

November 20th, 1868. 

Sir, — I n reply to your letter of the 9th, inquiring 
what steps I had taken towards cultivating the oyster 
ground granted to me in December. 1865, 1 beg to state 
that we have laid down about 60,000 oysters, and Lave 
attended to them to the best of our information on the 
subject, and have reason to believe that the undertaking 
will succeed, as there is evidence of the fish having 
spawned in ’66 and ’67, though not to any great ex- 
tent; there is much difficulty in preserving the bed, 
which I trust will be obviated should the Commissioners 
think fit to grant to Mr. K. Sullivan and myself the 
adjacent ground applied for by us in the spring of the 
present year. 

I have the honour to be, sir, 

Your obedient servant, 

R. Mahony. 



Appendix. 

Cultivation of 
Oyster Beds. 



inted image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 



Appendix. 

Cultivation o: 
Oyster Beds. 



56 APPENDIX TO THE REPORT OF THE 



Bed No . 60 . — Killary Harbour. 

Leenuan Hotel, Westport, 

7tli December, 1S6S. 

Sir, — I have not clone anything up to this towards 
stocking the oyster beds. Several things acted against 
my making a beginning ; there was a doubtful clause 
in the Act which has lately been made right ; this, 
with not up to the present being able to collect enough 
practicable information on the subject, prevented me of 
making a beginning ; but if the Commissioners will be 
good enough to renew the licence, I will be prepared 
to lay the beds next year. 

Your obedient servant, 

R. jVPKeown. 

Bed No. 63 . — Blaclcsod Bay. 

Carne, Belmullet, 
November 23, 1868. 

Sir,— As Miss Fowler, immediately after she re- 
ceived the 0001111138500618’ grant for the oyster bed 
changed her name, the communications relative to it 
went astray ; I am happy to be able to inform you it 
has succeeded much better than was anticipated. There 
are now a very fair stock of breeding oysters on the 
bed, and although owing to its being almost in the 
direct passage of the quay of Belmullet, the expense 
attending the preservation of the bed is greater than it 
would be in any other locality ; still it pays a fair per- 
centage for the money expended, and will be, in a little 
time, the best oyster bed upon this coast. 

I remain, sir, your obedient servant, 

Henry J. F. Moran. 



Bed No. 67 . — River Shannon, County Kerry. 

Sallowglen, Tarbert, 

21st November, 1868. 

Sm,— Tn reply to your circular of the 9th instant, 
I beg to state that I hav.e buoyed out the boundary of 
the fishery, and am taking what I conceive to be the 
proper course to cultivate the oyster ground appro- 
priated to me. I have during this season had the 
oyster bed partly harrowed with a harrow fastened be- 
tween two boats, and have enclosed with wicker-work 
a portion of the shore to form beds in which to place 
oysters to breed, and have also purchased and placed 
some small oysters in the beds, so as to increase the 
stock which was nearly exhausted, and ain still making 
such purchases. e 

This is the plan recommended by Mr. Buckland, 
whom I nonsuited, and also recommended by parties in 
this country. 

I hope the Commissioners will see from the above 
statement that the conditions under which they have 
granted the licence have been fulfilled. 

I am, sir, yours faithfully, 

T. Sandes. 



Bed No. 68 . — Blaclcsod Bay. 

60, Sandford-road, 

November 25th, 1868. 

■ — In f cor <^nce to your circular letter respec 

Y whicli I obtained a licence 

dated 10th July, 1867, 1 beg to state that I am in treat 
with a person for the proper cultivation of the ov'te 
ground therein named. J 



I am your obedient servant, 

Elizabeth Atkinson. 



Bed No. 69 . — Roaringwater Bay. 

Caskinny, Queenstown, 

November 16, 1868. 

Sir —In reply to your inquiry as to wbat steps ha. 
been taken in reference to oyster licence granted oi 
10th July 67, for Long Island, the property of Mr 
. • ' Longfield, I have to inform you that, before apply 
mg for the licence, I had made an agreement to let the 
oyster ground to Mr. Wray as soon as the licence was 
obtained; but that, when I informed him that the 
licence had been granted, he declined to carry out the 



agreement, assigning as a reason that the Commit 
sioners had cut off part of the ground applied for and 
shortened the term for establishing the oysters' and 
also that, on close examination of the ground, he found 
it not suitable for the proposed purpose. I laid tl 
matter before Master Fitzgibbon, under whom I act and 
he decided that, under the circumstances, it was not 
advisable to take legal measures to oblige Mr. Wrav to 
carry out his agreement. " ^ 

I have since tried to get other persons to take the 
oyster ground, but I have not succeeded. 

I am, sir, your obedient servant, 

Sampson T. W . Frenoh. 



Bed No. 1H.— Sateen Harbour, County Mayo. 

Carne Cottage, Belmullet, 

21st November, 1868. 

Sir, — In reply to your communication, which has 
been forwarded me by Townsend Kirkwood, esq., I 
as his agent, beg to state that the oyster bed, for which 
a licence was granted on the 10th of July, 1867, has 
been buoyed off and carefully planted, and to all ap- 
pearance promises to be a very good bed. 

I am, sir, your obedient servant, 

Robert B. Thomson. 

Bed No. 71 — Howih Strand. 

Claremont, Howth, 17th February, 1869. 
Sir, — In compliance with your letter to me of the 
9th November last, I have to inform you for the infor- 
mation of your Board that in the spring of last year I 
laid down upwards of 10,000 oysters (on the ground 
specified in my licence), which I obtained from the 
county of Clare, and 5,000 oysters from the county of 
Sligo, but I regret to state that owing to the late storms 
that visited the coast a considerable portion of the 
oysters have been killed by an accumulation of sand 
being driven on part of the beds. I hope, however, in 
the ensuing season to have these replaced, but I regret 
to say that I can trace very few young oysters on the 
beds, except those which seem to adhere to the shells 
of the old ones, but these are more numerous than they 
were the previous year, which leads me to hope for 
better results in future. 

I am, sir, your obedient servant, 

Richard D. Kane. 

Bed No. 73 . — Galway Bay. 

Dangan House, Galway, 

18th November, 1868. 

Sir, — In the absence of Mr. Christopher Talbot 
Redington your letter of the 9th instant has been for- 
warded to me as his agent. 

In reply thereto I beg to state that the oyster bank 
at Island Eddy, alluded to, has been let to Mr. Leonard 
Wray ; that he has purchased 200,000 oysters and 
placed them on the beds there, and has employed care- 
takers to prevent any trespasser dredging on those 
beds. I have been assured that the improvement in 
the quantity and quality of the fish is very great. 

I am, sir, your obedient servant, 

J. Redington. 

Bed No. 74. — Lough Mahon. 

November 18, 1868. 

Sir, — In reply to your letter of the 9th instant I 
am directed by Mrs. E. Bury (whose agent I am) “of 
Island House, Little Island, Cork,” to state to you that 
on the oyster ground appropriated to her there has 
been, during the months of February and March last, 
over 16,000 oysters spat of good quality carefully laid 
down, which, in addition to the old bed or stock, on 
which there was a fair supply, has been strictly watched 
and preserved, so that the entire gives encouraging 
hopes of a remunerative return. 

I have the honour to be, sir, your obedient servant, 
Richard Warren, 

2, The Crescent, Queenstown. 
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■ Bed No. 7G . — Middleton River, County Corlc. 

Rathcoursey, Ballinacurra, County Cork, 
November 19th, 1868. 

g IE) — In answer to yours of 9th ult., I have laid on 
my bed a very large number of oysters ; they are im- 
proving very much, making flue even growths of shell 
and presenting a most healthy appearance, the oyster 
itself being of first class quality. 

I have them laid to the lowest part of the shore 
stranded at spring tides, outside that being rocks and 
mud, consequently the bed is long and narrow and 
easily approachable at all low tides for cleaning and 
removing the oysters. It has been divided with stakes, 
having branches woven between to keep oS the heavy 
beat of the sea, which otherwise acts beneficially by 
keeping them clean. 

I have made no attempt as yet at taking the spat 
artificially, and have up to the present depended on 
purchasing stock from dredging boats. I have a large 
quantity marketable, which I hope to dispose of this 
year. 

Soliciting an inspection of the bed, when I hope it 
will meet with the approval of the Commissioners, and 
anxious to take any suggestion from them as to its 
more profitable working, 

I am, sir, your obedient servant, 

John Smyth. 

Bed No. 77. — River Shannon, Co. Kerry. 

Tieratleer, l’arbert, 16th November, 1868. 

Sir, — I n reply to your letter of the 9th, received on 
the 14th, I beg to state in reply that I proceeded, after 
obtaining the licence of the 15th July, 1867, to have 
buoys laid down to define the boundaries. 

Complaints were made to the Harbour Commissioners 
of Limerick touching the buoys I have so laid down. 
The matter of the complaint was inquired into, and it 
was found to be groundless. Statements of a similar 
nature were subsequently transmitted by, as I believe, 
interested parties, to the Ballast Board in Dublin, as I 
have been informed, and forwarded thence to the Har- 
bour Commissioners, Limerick, who gave orders to have 
the subject examined into, and last June I met Mi - - 
Randal, the Limerick Harbour Master, who had been 
sent down to examine into" the matter on the spot. I 
pointed out to him the buoys, and Mr. Randal, after a 
careful inspection by boat, informed me that he also 
considered the complaints groundless. 

I had to proceed against parties who entered and 
dredged npon my shores, and they were fined. 

Thus some time has been wasted. I was reluctant 
to take, pending these interruptions, any very active 
measures. I got into communication with Mr. Buck- 
land, of London, on the subject. He requested to have 
samples of the oysters found on the ground as well as 
samples of the beds on which the oysters lay trans- 
mitted to him to London, which I had done, and have 
now by me his report, dated last February, upon which 
T intend acting. And I am taking measures for the 
purchase of seed oysters, which I hope to obtain in 
considerable quantities this season and to lay on the 
ground allotted to me. I am also preparing to build 
a residence for a caretaker, to protect the premises. 

I am, sir, your obedient and faithful servant, 
Stephen E. Collie. 



Bed No. 78. — Roaringwater Bay. 

Derreenatra, Skull, co. Cork, 

November 21, 1868. 

Sir, — With reference to the oyster licence granted 
to me and dated the 16th July, 1867, and my proceed- 
ings relating thereto, I beg to state that I have just 
been laying down some parent- oysters for spawning, 
as I’ve done previously from time to time since getting 
the licence, and that in this way I have proceeded 
continuously along the shore adjacent to my land from 



the east end towards the west end, about a fifth part of 
the intervening distance. In this way I hope to lay 
down the eligible portions to the eastern end, and to 
succeed in doing so by the expiration of the time 
allowed for that purpose by the Commissioners, as there 
are considerable portions of the remaining distance 
which I consider unfit for the purpose from its rough 
rocky bottom. 

I am, sir, your obedient servant, 

Thos. Hicks. 

Bed No. 81 . — Midleton River , 

East Rathcoursey, 

March 16, 1869. 

Sir, — In reply to yours of the 13th instant, asking 
about the oyster bed, I have not as yet fully stocked it. 
I have placed some on different parts, and they all are 
doing well. I find that the oysters placed on a portion 
of the strand where a well of fresh water pours its over- 
flow, are extremely healthy, and making great growth. 
Oysters are at present very scarce ; but I hope at the 
opening of next season to get a large supply, as I am 
now convinced that this bed is well adapted both for 
the growth and the spatting of the oyster. 

I am, sir, your obedient servant, 

Richard Lyons. 

P.S. — As I do not understand the directions on the 
envelope about dates and Nos., I send you back the 
enclosed. — R. L. 



Bed No. 82. — Ccmey Island, Shannon. 

Bayview House, Clontarf, 

17th March, 1869. 

Sir, — I beg to state, for the information of the Board, 
that 1 have marked out the oyster bed, according to 
the map, with a buoy and poles. I also put down stakes 
and branches to catch the spat, and laid about 10,000 
oysters on the bed. This has been done for a year or 
nearly so. I am now preparing to make a breeding 
tank, as I find the stakes already put down are too 
much in the tideway to catch many spat. I hope to 
have the tank finished this year, and well stocked with 
breeding fish, and to have the main bed fairly stocked 
with growing fish by the time allowed ; but I cannot 
expect that so large a bed can be fully stocked for at 
least two years more, say four years from this time. I 
consider three years quite too short a time for the de- 
velopment of a bed of any size; the fact being that 
oysters should, in my mind, be three years old before 
they are fit for use, and I don’t think they breed until 
they are this age. 

I remain yours, truly, 

Charles Sandes. 



Bed No. 83. — Lough Swilly. 

Fahan, near Londonderry, 

17th March, 1869. 

Sir, — S ince my receipt of the Commissioners’ licence> 
about the middle of February last year, I have placed 
on the best portions of the ground, upwards of a mil- 
lion and a half of oysters (13,532 long hundred, of 
123 to the hundred), principally of the spat of 1866. 
Owing to the high price of mature oysters I was not 
able to lay down, before the breeding season of last year, 
more than about 20,000 of an age to serve as breeding 
stock. Half of these which I brought from Sligo have 
hitherto proved useless ; but the others have spatted, 
though not abundantly. 

£Pke younger oysters have been thriving in a very 
satisfactory manner j and I think I may reasonably hope 
that the more advanced of them may yield a spat during 
the approaching season. 



Appendix. 

Cultivation of 
Oyster Beds. 



inted image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 



APPENDIX TO THE REPORT OF THE 



Appendix. 

Cultivation. -of 
Oyster Beds. 



5 & 

I have lately constructed a few pares, in which I 
propose to try the mode of breeding which has beenfound 
successful in France ; and I have almost completed an 
enclosed pond of about two acres, to serve as a depot 
for stock received into and sent out of my oyster farm 
during the open season, and in which I can, during the 
spatting time, try the system of breeding by which the 
South of England Oyster Company obtained an enormous 
crop of young oysters in. 1867. 

I have the honour to be, sir, 

Your most obedient servant, 

W. Hart. 



Bed . No. 84 . — Dunmanus Bay. 

Bandon, co. Cork, 
March 18, 1869. 

Sis, — In reply to your letter which I received on 
the l'4th- instant,- 1 beg to inform you respectfully that 
my oyster licence, dated March 13, 1868, was not seen 
by me until 1 the middleof the following April. Shortly 
after the receipt thereof, I laid down poles to mark the 
boundaries of my oyster bed, and was opposed by some 
of the neighbours who held land adjoining. This led 
to litigation and proceedings before the Petty Sessions 
Court at Carrigbay, in which the magistrates decided 
the case against me. I appealed from their order to the 
Quarter Sessions Court at Skibbereen, held in Septem- 
ber, 1868, and the Chairman, Mr. Pigott, quashed the 
order of the magistrates. These proceedings prevented 
me- domg'much in cultivating my oyster bed last year, 
as the season was too far advanced. However, I laid 
down some thousands of oyster brood, and marked out 
my bed with poles and buoys ; and I am now engaged 
in laying down beds and covering them with hurdles 
and fascines for breeding young oysters, which have 
become very scarce here. I think the shore granted to 
me by the. Commissioners is very favourable, being 
hard gravelly and shelly for the breeding of young 
oysters ; and I hope next 1 year to have my beds in a 
forward- state and- successful state of * progress. 

I have' the honour to be, very faithfully yours, 

Stephen Browne. 



Arklow, 12th January, 1809. 

Sir, — I feel great pleasure, in sending yon the follow- 
ing report on the- oyster fishery at this town up to the 
31sb ultimo, in continuation of my report dated the 
8th of last June. 

OyBter dredging commenced on the 1st of last Sep- 
tember, anff was- brought to- a close on the 17th of last 
Obtober, in- consequenoe of herrings having appeared- oft" 
the- north-coast about that time. The total quantity o£ 
oysters 1 taken during the period stated-, was 8,984 barrels-, 
and they were disposed of as follows, viz. : ■ 

London and. Kent, . 4,100 barrels. 

Dublin and Dublin Bay, . 4,884 

The average price at which they sold, was 13s. per 
baTrel=£S,839 12s. * 

On comparing the returns for the three years ending 
the 31st. ultimo,- It - 16 very satisfactory to find a consi- 
derable and a- progressive increase in the total catch of 
oysters for the two last years, and-a.coiiresponding in- 
crease in. the sum total which, they realized^ The. fol- 
lowing are the-returna-referred. tOj viz. :. 



BSua-els. 

1866. total catch,. 1,5, 79'0j. realized. 
1867,, ,„ 25,924,, 

18.68, 30,628, „. 



£' s. 

8;69S. 0 
13,001 4 
19,440 16- 



0 

0 -' 

6 , 



T regrCt l cannot show' so satisfactory a report re- 
specting theherring fishery. Ih fact the present.win- 
ters fislung here was nearly a failure— the total catch' 



did not exceed 3,000 mease, and the average nri™ - 
14s.j=£2,100. ° P was 

Notwithstanding this unproductive fishiug, the fishery 
fleet is now in that efficient and satisfactory state 
for which it has been so remarkable for some years 
past, i.e., since the harbour was improved ; but I have 
to state (as I did this time last year) that the building 
of new boats and enlarging of old ones has ceased,, and 
is likely to continue so for the present. 

Dredging for the present year began last week, and 
there was a fair average catch considering the season 
and the state of tbo weather. Some English buyers 
have already arrived, so that the season just' opened- 
offers to he remunerative to those engaged in this im- 
portant branch of industry. 

I am, sir, your obedient servant,. 

P. Maher. 



Arklow, 30th April, 1863., 

Sir, — I feel much pleasure in forwarding you the 
following report on the oyster fishery of this town for 
the present year. 

Dredging commenced on the 6th January, and closes 
on this night. The total catch during that period was 
13,702 barrels, and they were disposed of as follows 
viz. : — 

Barrels. 

London and Kent, .... 7,848 
Dublin, Clontarf, and Sutton, . . 5,854 

13,702 

The price in the commencement of the season was 
1 3s. per barrel, hut in the last week of March some 
sold as high as 25s., and the average price for the whole 
may be stated at 17s. 9d. nearly, the sum total which 
they realized being £12,148 4s., exclusive of. freight and 
carriage to railway. 

The number of boats engaged was from 106 to 108, 
and my return would now show a much larger total 
catch but for the unfavourable state of the- weather 
nearly all through, particularly in the early part of the 
season. The following detailed monthly return will 
more clearly show the state of the weather for oyster 
dredging than perhaps any statement on the subject I 
could make, viz. : — 



Barrels. 

January, total catch, . . 1,200 

February, „ . . . 1,200 

March, „ 4,708 

April, „ 6,594 

Total, . .. 13,702 



In the commencement of the season, owing to the 
cause stated, the boats were obliged to confine their 
operations to the inner or old beds where oysters are 
still scarce, but as it advanced they were enabled to 
venture out into deep water near the Arklow banks, to 
the recently discovered beds where oysters have been 
found much more plenty. 

My opinions, sir, respecting the wisdom of the steps 
you have taken to prevent over-dredging on these beds 
remain unchanged, and I hold these opinions in the 
interest of the fishermen themselves, who have not only 
increased the number of dredging boats by one-balf on 
this coast within the last few years, but also the means 
of catching oysters four-fold' within the same period. 
The effect of this increased means of dredging on these 
beds was acknowledged by none more clearly in 1865 
than by the fishermen themselves. 

I am,, sir,, your obedient servant, 

p: Maher: • 

James Redmond Barry,, esq„ 
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Appendix No. 8. 

Oyster Fisheries. 

Meeting to consider an Application made to the Commissioners to Rescind the Order issued on 
the 1st April, 1865, giving Permission to Dredge for Oysters .in Clew Bay, during part 
of the Close Season, for the supply of Private Oyster Beds in that Bay. 

CotraT-HOtrsE, ‘Westport, Thursday, 21st January, 18C9. 

J. Redmond Barr?, esq., presiding. 



There is a large concourse of fishermen in attendance. 

Hr. Charles O’Malley, instructed by Mr. A. B. Kelly, 
appears in support of the application. 

Mr. Barry . — It is proper to inform you, gentlemen, 
in the first instance, that this meeting has beeu called 
inconsequence of a certain relaxation of the strict laws 
of the Legislature, in reference to the stocking of pri- 
vate beds within Clew Bay. There exists at present a 
by-law restricting the taking of oysters of unstatutable 
size. No oysters can, during the open or close time, 
be removed which are of dimensions less than 2-} 
inches, that is, that will pass through a ring of that 
dimension. The Order of April, ’65, permits dredging 
on the public bed during the close season, for the pur- 
pose of stocking the private beds in the bay, and this 
is the Order which it is now sought to repeal. It has 
been in operation now for nearly four years. Tt is 
alleged that considerable abuse of the relaxation of tho 
Order has taken place. It has been alleged that the 
public beds have been exhausted to a most extravagant 
extent, and that if this state of things continue, Clew 
Bay will become altogether barren. It was not without 
due consideration and deliberate inquiry the Commis- 
sioners adopted this relaxation, which it is now sought 
to repeal. Several intelligent persons of capital and 
skill having established beds in this bay, it became neces- 
sary to afford them all possible facility for the stocking 
of these beds. The parties were therefore permitted, 
during a limited, period of the close season, to take 
oysters from the public beds for the purpose, solely, of 
stocking the private beds formed in tho bay. . Whether 
that restriction has been observed is a most important 
question. If the beds were dredged, under that permis- 
sion, indiscriminately for all purposes, for the purpose 
of exporting to distant places oysters of every descrip- 
tion that could be bad, it has been distinctly an abuse 
of the relaxation which was intended for the benefit of 
persons having beds in the bay, by enabling them to 
stock tlieir beds. Applications have been made, from 
time to time, by individuals in other places, to request 
that permission be given them to take oysters out of 
bays, to stock beds out of those bays. To these appli- 
cations we have given a direct negative. We have 
decided that, during the relaxation, no oyster shall be 
removed out of the bay ; and that the oysters that may 
be removed, in the open time, must have acquired the 
statutable size, so that they shall have done their duty 
by spatting, and thus benefit and increase the stock 
generally in the bay. Again, I must observe that com- 
plaints have reached us that the relaxation has been 
abused in this bay. It is alleged, on the one hand, 
that oysters taken in the close season, have been taken 
out of the beds, and transferred directly to England and 
other distant places. It is further alleged that parties 
urchased oysters of an immature description, and 
aving laid them on beds have been in the habit, before 
the oysters had attained that degree of maturity that 
would enable them to fructify and increase the stock 
generally in the hay, of taking them off in that imma- 
ture state, and shipping them to England and other 
distant places. Whether that had been done or not, 
we will be- informed on authority. This, was commu- 
nicated to us, as far back as June, last year, The me- 
morial now before us, signed by numerous operative 
fishermen, and by three or four highly influential and 
highly respectable individuals, was received by.tbeCoin- 
missioners. Ineed hardly observe tbatsucb an authenti- 
cation is always important, but especially in cases of 
thiB kind, for all the other signatures would appear to 
he in the same hand. The memorial is of tho ordinary 



class, but a memorial carries weight with it when authen- 
ticated by tlie signatures of such respectable individuals. 
The individuals to whom I allude, and whose names are 
appended to the memorial, are the Rev. M. O’Donnell 
p.p., Kilmeena ; Sir George O’Donel, d.l., j.p., Newport 
House; the Rev. Richard Prendergast, p.p., Newport; 
and there is a further authentification by the Rev. Giles 
Eyro, Rector of Kilmeeua. The signatures of these gen- 
tlemen are calculated to give currency to any memorial 
to which they maybe appended. I may tell you that, 
at the time that memorial was received, the whole pro- 
cess of oyster legislation was in a state of mutation. A 
Bill was going through Parliament which we attended 
to. Many provisions of the Bill were sustained, and 
there were provisions, also, which we saved the country 
from. Ishould mention that this legislation was adopted 
on the recommendation of the Royal Commissioners, 
authorized to inquire into the fisheries of both countries. 
Measures were adopted with regard to England, and 
have been consented to with regard to France. It is 
specially called the French Convention Act, entered 
into with France, instead of another Convention that 
was considered too stringent in its operation. We at- 
tended to this Bill in all its stages, and we can flatter 
ourselves that the changes we were enabled to effect 
were, in some degree, beneficial. What these referred 
to was the close time for oysters. The Act was com- 
monly called the Convention Act of last Session. I 
have alluded to itbecauseits whole tendency was against 
restriction, and for freedom of trade in the capture of 
oysters. If we were implicitly to adopt the views 
taken by the framers of that measure, we should, per- 
haps, be rather disposed further to relax than to diminish 
the degree of relaxation which we had been unwillingly 
induced to adopt. In this memorial we are called upon 
by practical men — by the operative dredgers of the 
country — by those who are supposed to know the sub- 
ject ; and we are also called on by gentlemen of high 
name and character, to annul that degree of relaxation 
that we adopted in 1865. Although we may be still in 
favour of some stringent restrictions, and for the time 
for rest originally decided on, it doe3 not by any means 
follow that we should not think that there are cases of 
exception, where relaxation may be judiciously adopted, 
as well as cases where such relaxation would be attended 
with effects mischievous, if not abusive. It will be for 
the applicants to prove whether it was through these 
mischievous practices the stock decreased in the bay; 
and if it be, aud that their mind is thoroughly convinced 
that it is so, I anticipate that the Commissioners, with 
whom I act, will have very little difficulty in repealing 
the Order complained of. But, I tell yon very candidly, 
we will have to get strong proof, because, in repealing it, 
we ha ve to beard the m os t intelligent and experienced per- 
sons in England and France ; by increasing the restric- 
tions we have to beard an Order of the day. I will no w 
proceed to read the memorial and the Order, and I will 
then call upon those gentlemen who are at the head of 
the memorial, either by themselves or by their profes- 
sional men, to prove the contents of the memorial. I 
am, indeed, glad to find that my learned friend (Mr. 
O’Malley) is engaged in the case, for I know he will 
do everything on this occasion consistent with his pro- 
fessional habits, and that he will select the most intelli- 
gent of his witnesses, and not inundate us with evidence 
of minor importance. 

The memorial and notice of meeting are here read. 

Mr. O'Malley said — The memorial represents a great 
number of people for whom I appear, sir ; persons to 
whom the oyster fishery is important, who derive their 
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chief means of support from it, and who are not like 
those who have other means to depend on. Those 
people come here to-day with the full confidence they 
have ever felt when coining before yon, sir. They aslc 
the Commissioners to restrict the dredging altogether 
in the close season for all beds. They feel that the 
oyster beds should have rest ; and they put it to you in 
this way, sir; and it certainly appears very natural 
and very reasonable. The people say that if you 
want a field sown with corn to give grain, it must not 
be continually harrowed by any party ; and they say 
if you want oysters to come from the ground, that 
ground must not bo continually dredged by any party. 
These men come before the Court in great numbers to- 
day ; they have large families who are engaged in the 
oyster fisheries, and who are trusting to their industry 
for support. They ask yon to restrict the dredging 
on the public beds by the owners of private beds, and 
all parties in the close season ; and that seems to me, 
sir, to be a very reasonable request. What I would 
wish to impress on you, sir, is this, that it appears very 
satisfactory to see the people so much alive to their 
own interests. They want to restrict all parties in the 
close season. The parties whom I will produce will 
point out to you, sir, that most ingenious efforts are 
made to pick up the oysters off the public beds in the 
close season. Long poles are used with leather bags, 
bound with iron rims and a hook attached, with which 
the beds are scraped for oysters in the close season. 
The poor people seeing that, come naturally with their 
honest appeal before the Commissioner, asking entire 
restriction during the close season. I am glad to see 
such a proof of their anxiety not to interfere with, or 
unduly press on, the oyster grounds in the close season. 
This is a most laudable feeling to find now existing 
amongst the people. They do not want to take the 
oysters just coming to maturity ; they wish to allow 
the spatting to take place undisturbed. I am not 
aware, sir, that the application of these men whose 
living depends on the fishery, and who should he 
supported and encouraged, is opposed by any party 
having an estate on the shores of the hay. The people 
come here under the name and approbation of their 
parish priest and of the minister ; and they come here, 
too, sir, under the name and approbation of one of the 
most respectable gentlemen in the province, Sir George 
O’Donel. I will not occupy your valuable time, sir, 
by examining all these people, but give you the evi- 
dence of two or three witnesses, and that will be suffi- 
cient for all my purposes. 

John Nolan sworn, and examined by Mr. O’Malley. 

You deal in oysters and are a dredger? — I am. I 
am dredging since ’21 down to the present. 

You know Clew Bay well 1 — I do, well. 

Have you observed the progress of the dredging 
since parties resorted to dredging in the close season ? — 
Yes, sir. 

Will you tell the Commissioner what effect that 
dredging in the close season has on the oyster trade ? — 
I think the dredging at that time drags up the ground 
and drives off the spat to the sea. 

Since the parties were allowed to dredge in the close 

season, have the oysters diminished or got less ? They 

have got less, sir. 

I-Iave you attributed the oysters becoming less in 

number to the dredging in the close season ? Yes ; wo 

have not the number of oysters we had before thev 
dredged in the close season. I dredged in ’22, and it 
was a smart year ; and where 1 dredged twenty 
buddaghaus, now it is dredged in the close season of 
the year and I could not get a dozen oysters from it. 

Do you remember the way in which parties have 
been dredging in the close season ?— Some of them be 
picking up the oysters with poles. 

Describe how it is done ?— It is a lath they have with 
a bag and a book at the end, and they could pick them 
up at twelve feet deep. 

Who are the parties 1— A good deal of the neigh- 
bours. I saw them going to the beds. 

Are not a good deal of them carried out of the bay in 
the close season ? — And to their own beds. 



But can they be carried out of the bay if the parties 
like? — They can ; but if the oysters are disturbed in 
the spawning season it will destroy all the beds, and 
they will become barren altogether. 

Are the people anxious generally to extend the close 
season?— They are anxious to stop fishing at the end 
of January. 

What place do you reside? — At Ardkill ; myself my 
father, my grandfather, and great grandfather, lived in 
that townland. 

Mr. Barry. — On what side of the bay is that? On 

the west side of the chapel of Island. 

Mr. O'Malley. — I will not trouble you, sir, with anv 
more questions. I do not wish to be taking up time, 
and I know the witness is safe in your hands, to ask 
him any further questions you please, sir. 

Mr. Bai'ry. — Do you continue to dredge yourself 
still ? — -Up to this, sir. 

Do you dredge whenever you are permitted dttrin» 
the year? — There was permission of late to dredge dur- 
ing the close season, but I did not dredge, because it 
would destroy myself. 

Mr. Barry. — Very right, if you thought so. I wish 
every one would do the same, and not avail themselves 
of any law, if they believed in their conscience it pre- 
judiced the bay. Do you ever leave this country? — I 
never left it but once. 

When ? — At the beginning of the bad times. 

Latterly you did not? — No. 

You were at liberty to dredge at any time the law 
permits it, and you did not? — I did not. 

What is your principal pursuit in life? — What is my 
principal pnrsuit? Faith myself and my family, and 
the most of that crowd of people, your honor, would be 
in the workhouse only for the oysters. 

And is it your opinion that the dredging in the close 
season is injurious? — I am sure it is the ruin of it. 

Your reason for that belief is that the dredging in 
the close season raises the shells and destroys the spat?— 
Yes, sir. 

You think it injures the bed itself? — I know it de- 
stroys it. 

What would you think of the man who would he for 
not having a close season at all ? — l would say to the 
man who would say it, that that man would be wrong. 

Have you any reason to believe that any of those 
oysters that are taken in the close season are taken out 
of the bay 1 — I do not know where they be taken. 

But yon do not know of any vessels coming into the 
bay and dredging on the beds, and then taking away 
the oysters? — Some were taken by the Murrisk people, 
but 1 cannot say where they took them to. 

Have you any reason to believe they took them out 
of the bay? — No. 

Mr. O’Malley to witness. — The oysters may be sent 
to England for all yon know ? — They may send them 
where they like. 

Mr. Barry. — Would a row-boat take them to Eng- 
land ? — No. 

Are there oysters generally taken by row-boats or 
by large vessels ? — By row-boats. 

Do the hookers dredge for oysters ? — No, they buy 
them. 

Have you seen hookers loaded with them in the close 
season, and take them away ? — I have not, sir. 

Mr. Barry. — Any person taking an opposite view of 
this case, is at liberty to ask this witness any question 
lie may think proper. 

William Casey sworn, and examined by Mr. O'Malley- 

Whore do you live ? — In Culleen Island, in Clew Bay. 

How long are you devoted to dredging oysters in 
Clew Bay ?— Twenty years. 

Do you remember the time before the leave, was 
granted for dredging in the close season 1 — I do, sir. 

Now, since that time, what has been the effect of tha 
permission on tbe oysters? Have they increased or 
grown less? — It is dredging in the close season sine 
that time, for these three or four years outside, that 
made us leave it this year, for we could not get an oys- 
ter. 
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That is, the beds that have been dredged in the close 
season ? — With these poles. 

And wi.th dredgers ? — They dredge every way. 

.Are you in the habit of going to England ? — No. 

Do you dredge in the close season yourself? — No. 

You could if you liked ; what is the reason you did 
not dredge in the close season ? — In the hopes that we 
would not do away with these beds altogether ; that 
they would not grow barren altogether. 

You try to prevent dredging in the close season ? — ' 
I do. 

Did you ever prevent them ? — We did ; we were 
going to prevent the people from Murrisk, but it was 
against the by-laws, and we did not like to stop them. 
When October came, where we should always get oys- 
ters, when we went to this place, where the Murrisk 
people were, wo could not get Is. a day; and in the 
places we used not to go to, in the inner beds, on New- 
port side, we could earn a £1 a day, and more. 

Mr. Barry . — Have you seen the people dredging in 
the close season? — Yes. 

What class of boats are used? — The Murrisk people 
had the boats that Mr. Gann had, the common row- 
boats. 

Did you ever see any hookers on that ground at the 
time of dredging? — Not at the time when dredging. 

Where are the oysters put ? — Well, I don’t know. 
On Mr. Gann’s first ; they are put on the private beds 
first. 

.Have you ever known any case of oysters being 
taken off the public beds in the close season, and put 
into bookers and taken out of the bay ? — We heard it ; 

I did not see it done, but I always heard it. 

Why did you not see about it? — We saw smacks 
coming for oysters ; some of them came at this season 
and took oysters away. 

At this season ? — In part of the close season. 

You have seen smacks coming and taking away oys- 
ters during part of the close season ? — I did. 

Whose were the smacks ? — Mr. Gann’s, I suppose. 

Did they take them out of the hay in the close sea- 
son ? — 1 do not know. 

Did you ever see them taken directly out of the 
public bed, and taken away out of the bay ? — I did not. 

Is it your opinion that, if dredging be continued in 
the close season, the public beds will become useless ? 
— It is, sir, and all that crowd of men there about you 
are of that opinion ; from what I saw of the beds 
for these last years, if the dredging in the close season 
be continued, they will become altogether useless. 

Mr. Barry — I may mention to you a very important 
fact thatl have learned inSligo within the last few days. 

It was stated by one of the largest cultivators in that part 
of the country, Mr. Michael Barrett, who, I suppose, is 
known to some of you. I incidentally asked him what 
was the supply of oysters this season ? — “ Well,” said 
he, “it pleases me beyond measure, for all these grounds 
that we thought were poached were this year the most 
productive. We did not think we would get a single 
oyster there, and this year they were most productive.” 

Mr. Gann . — He states he saw smacks on the ground 
during the close season. 

Witness . — Not during the close season ; in part of the 
close season. 

Mr. Gann . — I should like to know what year, or if 
he ever knew that a smack of mine left with oysters 
from April to October ? — I saw a smack two or three 
years ago. 

A Dredger — I saw them going last April on board 
the steamer ; Tom Grady told me they were yours. 

James Macnamara, sworn. 

To Mr. O’Malley . — I live in the lower bay and devote 
my whole time to dredging in the open season. I could 
dredge if I liked in the close time, but I do not, because 
I know it would destroy the beds ; I have tried to pre- 
sent others from dredging in the close time. I did all 
I could to prevent it ; I am aware that oysters have 
been taken out of the bay during the close time. I saw 
cysters shipped by Mr. Gann on board the steam boat 
on the 8th April last. I swear it is an injury to the 
public property to dredge in the close time. If dredging 



is carried on in the close time, the beds will become 
totally useless. They use every means of dredging in 
the close time, dredges, ‘windlasses, and poles with a 
knife and bag. I have often dredged at the commence- 
ment of the open season in places which had been 
dredged in the close time, and I found it not worth 
my while to continue there, as I could not earn Is. a 
day. I am not in the habit of going out of the country 
for harvest work. I went to Scotland last summer 
twelye months, and for a short time last summer, but 
I am not in the habit of going, and could dredge In the 
close time if I wished. 

(To Mr. Barry ) — I have constantly seen the dredg- 
ing going on in the close time. The boats used then 
are the ordinary rowing-boats, such boats could not carry 
oysters out of the bay for the purposes of export. I 
have not seen smacks carrying oysters out of the bay 
during the close time. I believe that the oysters taken 
in the close time are sold for stocking private beds ; but 
on the 8th April, I saw oysters put on board the steam 
boat at the quay at Westport, and I was told that they 
belonged to Mr Gann. I have tried the ground that 
was fished in the close time and could not get anything ; 
I then went to other beds, three miles off, that were not 
fished in the close time, and found them very productive. 

Thomas Gerayhty, sworn, examined by Mr. O’Malley. 

I live in the parish of Kilmeena, I am an oyster 
dredger ; since Captain Austin began to take the oysters 
in the bay I have frequently seen parties dredging with 
poles in the close time, aDd taking up everything, large 
and small. I have not dredged in the close time, be- 
cause I know it would he the destruction of the 
beds. I have prevented others from dredging in the 
close time for that reason ; why should we let tho bread 
be taken out of our mouths? dredging lias disimproved 
the beds. It is the universal feeling of all the people 
that it is highly injurious to dredge in the close time. 
The boats used in the close time are not hookers, they 
are the common row-boats, and smaller than row-boats. 

James Brown e sworn, examined by Mr. O'Malley. 

I am acquainted with the oyster dredging in the upper 
bay. I am an overseer of a bed belonging to an Eng- 
lishman. The mode of proceeding is when they take 
away all. they can with the dredge, they come with poles 
with knives and bags attached, and pick up every 
oyster that is left. I have twenty-two years’ know- 
ledge of this bay; and it is the general feeling that the 
beds dredged in the close time are injured and will be 
ultimately exhausted. It is the general feeling of the 
people that dredging in the close time is most injurious. 

I have had several communications with tbe people 
abont dredging in the close time, and they admitted 
that they made very little of it. I said to them that 
they were only injuring themselves, and they said we 
don’t care, when we clean out our own beds we will go 
down to the lower bay. I have seen beds dredged in 
the close time, and I saw that the people made very 
little of them in the year after. 

Bat-rich Eeraty sworn, examined by Mr. O'Malley. 

I live at Rossmeennia. I am not in the habit of 
going to England for work. I have been in the habit 
of dredging for several years. I would not for anything 
dredge in the close time, because it would be injurious 
to the oysters and destroy tbe beds. I have frequently 
seen persons dredging in the close season. The beds 
dredged in the close time are injured very much by the 
process. I dredged upon some of these beds yesterday, 
and I could not earn 6 d. where I used to earn £1 in. 
the day. If the practice is continued for one year, we 
will not have an oyster in the bay. All the oysters 
taken in the close time are not sold for stocking the 
private beds. I have frequently seen them taking 
oysters with poles in the close time and selling them to 
the bathers who come here in summer time. 

To Mr. Barry . — I know it is the practice with some 
people to take the oysters in the close time and sell 
them on the shore for eating. I have seen this done 
frequently; dredging is my principal occupation. I 
have often gone to fish upon ground fished in the close 
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Appendix, time, and I could not get anything, and then I would 
„ — — . , go to other places not dredged in the close time, and 
3S3S 1 ' there X would get plenty. 

Bay. James Browne sworn, examined by Mr. 0 Medley. 

I live at Rossmeennia and know this hay well. I 
am in the habit of dredging. I dredged last year in 
the close time for the first time, because they came 
dredging close to the place where I live. I tried to 
prevent them, but when I could not succeed I dredged 
.myself in order that they should not get all. When 
' that dredging was over and in a short time there 
was no oysters left, and we were forced to go six miles 
away from home, where we found plenty of oysters. 

To Mr. Barry. — After the permission was given the 
people dredged in the close time. The upper bay has 
been dredged every year since in the close time, and 
the supply has decreased every year, and more so this 
last year. The public would not be allowed by the 
people to go down and dredge in the lower bay during 
the close time. It is the common practice to prevent 
it in the lower bay, and that is the reason of the lower 
bay being so much better than the upper. The feeling 
of all the people upper and lower is against dredging 
in the close time. The people in the upper bay object 
to it as much as the lower, except the Murrisk men. 

Mr. O'Malley. — I think I need not trouble you with 
further testimony. I have a hundred witnesses here 
who are prepared to give similar evidence, but what 
has been stated by these witnesses is the universal feel- 
ing of the people. Are you all of opinion that dredging 
in the close time is injurious to the fishery, and that 
the Commissioners should not allow it to continue! 

Here there is a universal cry of “ we are,” and strong 
feelings are expressed. 

Mr. O'Malley then closes his case. 

Mr. William Gann sworn. 

I have h.eeu here three or four years, and have seen 
the dredging in the close time, and watched the results. 
In the first two years after the permission waa given 
there was very little dredging, in consequence of the 
threats of the people who did not wish to dredge. For 
the last two years we have been allowed to dredge 
. round our beds for about a mile, and upon these beds 
some of the boats have earned £20 each by dredging 
in July, August, and September. It is not to be ex- 
pected that a bed will yield as good a supply after being 
dredged for some time as it did at first, but if dredged 
.down so as to yield only a very small quantity, it will 
be more prolific next year than if it had not been 
dredged at all. There are places that were dredged 
down to a stone and a stone and a half in 1867, and 
upon the same places in 1868, each boat got from three 
tp four hudclagh.au a day for about three weeks or a 
month, .when of course the supply again became slack, 
and that will and must be the case with every bed. It 
is the same in the lower bay. At the beginning of 
the season they caught from two to five buddaghan 
. a day per .boat, and’ now they cannot get in the same 
place more than from three to six stone. But the 
quantity of oysters in the bay has been steadily in- 
creasing. I leave made a careful calculation from my 
.own books and by inquiry from others,, and I find that 
the quantity of oysters sold by the dredgers in Clew 
Bay was, in 

186.6, . 10,050 buddaghan. 

1867, . 12,870 „ 

1868, . 15,900 „ 

The buddaghan is six stone, and the price paid was 
6* per buddaghan, or Is. a stone. That was the quan- 
tity sold all through the year, close time and all. It is 
the practice to try the same ground every year, and from 
year to year to dredge it down to a very small yield, 
say a stone per boat per day, and then coming upon the 
same ground in nine months after in thefollowing season, 
they get from two to four buddaghan per boat per day 
for about a month, and then the quantity grows less ; 
the dredging is stopped after some time, and resumed 
..the following season with the same results. It is my 
firm belief that this dredging in the close time is a 
decided benefit to the bay, for you not only catch the 
oysters hut you prevent the growth of weeds, you 



cleanse the beds, and fit them for the reception of tb 
spat which must inevitably he lost if it falls u pon dbt 
or dirty shells. I do not believe that it is the practice 
to send out of the bay oysters taken in the close time 
I have never heard of oysters being taken out of the 
hay in the close time. There is not a general or anv 
export of oysters out of the bay in the close time. I 
do not believe that it is the practice of any person Lav- 
ing a private bed in the hay to send oysters out of it 
in the close time, or to send small oysters out of it 
at any time. The oysters for export are always culled 
and the small left upon the ground. Small oysters 
would not live through the passage to England and 
those that might survive would be killed by the' first, 
frost. I believe it is the practice to deposit on the 
private beds the oysters taken in the close time. I do 
not believe that over ten buddaghan are taken on shore 
throughout the whole close time. They are all depo- 
sited on the private beds, and not taken from these beds 
for export until they are the statutable size. I believe 
that an oyster of that size has done its work by spatting, 
but it has not done all its work. 

I wish to observe with regard to the statement made 
by the witness as to the shipping of oysters on the 
8th of April, that these oysters were taken and ready 
for shipping before the first of April, but the steamer 
did not sail until the 8th, consequently the oysters 
were delayed until that date. I positively swear that 
they were all taken before the 1st of April. 

Mr. Barry . — You say it is the practice ‘.of these 
people who fish during the close season, for the pur- 
poses of brood, to fish every year over the same 
ground? — Yes, it is. 

Bo you find it mischievous ! — Not at all. 

Is it your positive belief that this system of dredg- 
ing during a portion of the close season has been in- 
jurious or otherwise to the general oyster fishery in 
Clew Bay! — It is my belief that it has been a benefit, 
because during the close season it is the same as work- 
ing on land, but I will not put it quite so stiff as Mr. 
O’Malley put it. In dredging the beds you not alone 
catch the oyster but you destroy all weeds, and you 
clean the beds ; whereas if you leave them undisturbed, 
when the spat comes there is nothing but dirty shells 
for them. 

Mr. Barry . — There are two important questions, which 
to you — the owner of an oyster bed— may not appear 
very delicate on my part to put to yourself, but I 
ask you as to the whole of these persons who have 
private beds in the bay, and with reference to the 
system that has been permitted of dredging during the 
close season. Do yon believe that it has been the people’s 
practice to take out of the bay the oysters that have been 
dredged during the close season 1 — No ■ I saw the men 
coming ashore, and I never saw as much as an oyster 
in the boat. I am not bound to search them, but I 
never saw an oyster with them. 

But do you believe that there is a general export?— 
No ; no shipping at all. 

Do you believe it is the practice of the parties— I 
am not speaking of yourself — I do not ask .you to 
state anything affecting yourself, because that would 
be contrary to law, and it would be unfair to ask 
you to criminate yourself. But do you believe it is 
the practice of those who have private beds to re- 
move unstatutable oysters to be exported for the pur- 
pose of brood? — No, they never do; the large are 
culled from the small, and the small allowed to gr 0 ^ 
I do not think that any man having a private bed 
would do so, because the passage to England is too 
long, and, if sent to England, they could not live ou 
the journey, and they could not he taken to market, n 
a hard frost set in they would die. . . 

I will wind up with one question. I ask you is i 
your belief that the great body of oysters dredgeu 
during the close season are taken to the private be s, 
and that, ‘though removed unmatured, they are let i 
the private beds until they have attained the size <« 
statutable oysters !— I believe that they are taken 
the beds in the bay until they reach that size, I o- 
lieve the small oysters do not go to any place-buc 
the private beds in the bay. 
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Hr. O'Malley . — I did not interfere, sir j this is all a 
matter of belief with him. 

Did you tell this to men here to-day, that you would 
not oppose this memorial ? — All I said was that I was 
going to speak the truth. 

Mr. Barry . — I can very well understand why he 
would not say anything. 

Mr. O'Malley to Witness. — You spoke of an account 
of the oysters taken in these places? — I hare been on 

board of the watch -boats when the oysters were brought daghans of oysters you "speaTof “off the' bids That 
fome; I saw them, dredging at Anagh, and I saw them belonging to those people here?— I will not 
catching the stuff. _ Where are your sons ?— They may be in Murrisk and 

When you buy in the close season do- you: buy shells they may be in Aebill * ' 

,,d all MU* that are brought: to you ?_Not _ A safe answer, Master Groden yonr sons dredged 



were dredged in the close season i_I suppose for their tone,; 

own benefit. 

How many miles did tbeygo down Aebill ?— I could 0 ? ste ^ 
not say. enes, Clew 

Did they go forty S—I could not swear. B * y ' 

Was it twenty - 1 could not say. 

You could not swear forty(_I rould not swear the 
exact distance. 

tbat tbe y, did not get tbese lmd- 
were 



when I can help it. 

Witness Casey . — Do you buy spat shells?— 

Witness . — That is' nothing to you. I did for the 
purpose of cultivating my own beds, from June to 
Ootoher. I buy small shells during the close season 
fertile stocking of my own beds. 



the whole of the open season?— Not the whole of the 
time. 

It was generally in the lower bay, and hi Achill they 
dredged ? I would be down in the lower bay were- it 
not for these threats. 



r tee stocRing oi my own beds. Were your sons not down in the lower bay: sir ?— 

Here there was a strong ebullition of feeling. Some They were 3 

™ , cried ent (hey would pot a .top to it if the law I will not aek thlanian anymore auction.,. Go down 

did not, and this declaration was received with sympa- sir. . u ’ 

thizing shouts. 

Mr. O'Malley said that Mr.- Gann’s words were no Michael Roddy, sworn, examined by Mr. Barry : 
answer to the application: The entire people who It is my firm belief that there is not any mischief 

lived by the fishery were there of one mind and on to the oyster fishery in the bay by this permission to 
the one word. Only one person, and that a person dredge in the close time'; that is my firm belief I have 
who benefited by the system, came forward to oppose dredged in the close time, and in this ground ’ where it 
the application. There were hundreds of people whom is dredged in the close time I have found it is more 

he (counsel) could examine, but he would not trespass productive than the other places in the following sea- 

on the time of the Commissioner by overloading him son. I dredged in beds, in the close time of 1867 until 
wUh evidence. I could get no more than four stone, and I dredged 

M.v. Harry .— 1 will ask one question, which should there again this last year, and I got from two to four 
be answered, and not by- a shout. buddaghans a day. 

Mr. O'Malley, to the people.— Answer the Comrnis- To Mr. O'Malley.— You cannot always continue in 
sioncr respectfully. this same place, and when yon clean out one place of 

m. Harry .— We are come to inquire into a repre- course yon must go to another? — I went to Achill this 
sentation that injury has been done by dredging in the year to benefit myself in the open sea. I am a tenant 
close season. It is alleged that no person bnt Mr. Gann to Mrs. Garvey. I sold my oysters to Mr. Gann, 
is here to oppose that representation, and to oppose To Mr. Barry.— I am sure that, as far as my 'know- 
tile apphcation tliat the dredging in the close season ledge goes, by the dredging in the close time the beds 
w stocking private beds be discontinued. I ask now are cleared of weeds and dirt, and the oysters then rest 
if there is any man here whose earning or livelihood is upon the hard ground, and are not carried away by the 
increased,, and who would be likely to be. benefited if floating weeds. The quantity I got in 1868 was greater 
the permission for this dredging lasted. than I got in ’67, in the same ground. 

John Groden . — I am one man who differs from: what To Mr. O'Malley.— I dredged at Achill in the open 

to been said. sea, as well as in other parts in 1868. I dredged at 

John Groden here came forward and was sworn. riskT-mln * nev , ®, r ^ eard it said by the Mur- 

• risk men that they would exhaust the Murrisk beds 
lo Mr. Barry .— I am an oyster dredger for the last first and then go down to Achill. I did not <r 0 to Achill 
twenty years, until the last two years ; now my place before’67, because it was only then we heard “for the first 
b taken by my two sons. I know the regulation as time, that there were oysters there in plenty. I did 
to dredging in the close time j upon my oath the exer- not go to the lower bay in. ’67 or ’68, I went to Achill 
j® - of the permission granted by the Commissioners This' closed the’ inquiry. 

tonot tended to injure the oyster fishery of the bay, The two last witnesses gave their evidence manifestly 

p on “ e contrary, it has improved the fishery. I have under great apprehension. Mr. Barry endeavoured to 
«nwn beds in the bay which we have dredged down re- assure- them, and threatened the utmost severity of the 
» two stone a day and then gave it up, aud coming on law if any violence was offered: to these men • but 
»C86 very places again we would dredge from two to before leaving- Westport, I learned that Koddy was as- 
w buddagban a day, and then in about two months saultedon-his way home.. 
would' reduce the supply to about' two stone again, J P' Bkophy 

F pl ?- aga rS th , e folio T ng “ Voul t be 24 th January, 1869; 

“oratwo- to four buddaghan a day. It is my firm ■ 

Wief that the dredging- in the close' time makes the I annex a letter from Captain- Austin, dated- 18th 
franud wholesome ] we dredge for our own benefit and' January last, received at Westport on' the morning of 
tot as servants to Mr. Gann. We sell all the oysters the meeting. 

* 6 get to Mr. Gann: Upon- my oath I never removed 
toy oysters out of the bay in the close time, nor did ! 

know any to be-removed. I believe that all the 
Nile who dredge in the' dose 1 time, dredge for stocking 
Be beds alone. I never knew of 1 oysters: being taken 
tot of the bay in- th e close*— 



The Precincts, Canterbury, 

January 18th, 1869. 

oysters being taken Sin, — I regret to- find that the state of my health 

unfortunately precludes my taking the long journey to 



Ta rd-ir-n V uu» n u»«uy presumes my raising tue long journey to 

0 OMhlley. — I live' at- Murrisk: F am- a be present at the meeting about to be holden on the 

m of Mrs: Garvey; who is the motHer-ih-law of 21st instant, at Westport,, to inquire' into the advisabi- 
ii ft' 1 bave not ' been ' dredging -there- these two lity of rescinding the- Order made in April, 1865] giving 
inree years!. • I did net dredge- this year upon' a bed permission, to dredge, for oysters in the close time in 
t Uad. been dredged' in’ the-close time; but my- sons Clew Bay. 

and- 1 got the fruits of their labour. I. should regret very much that the meeting should 

.jj Yo ur s<| Ps gone down as foiraStAccKilltllisyetu:-? be held -without my being enabled to give my opinion 
Y on the'sjibje'ct; being so deeply interested in the result.. 

* UJ<1 ttoey S° down if the -beds’ were so' good, that I have; therefore, to request, you will be good" enonvli ’ 
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Oyster Fish- 
eries, Clew 
Bay. 



to give this letter to the Commissioner attending the 
meeting, that it may he added to other evidence then 
given. 

The wise measures adopted hy the Commissioners in 
fostering the Clew Bay Fishery, have enabled me to 
establish there the largest private oyster fishery in Ire- 
land, in which I have sunk a very large capital — the 
annual amount expended in labour, & c., exceeding 
,£5,000. This is, and has been, an immense boon to 
the inhabitants of the bay ; and amongst the measures 
adopted by the Commissioners, the Order made on the 
1st April, 1865, has been in many way3 one of the 
most beneficial; and I earnestly trust the Commis- 
sioners will not rescind it, and thus injure a thriving 
fishery, without grave consideration. It has been of 
the greatest service to me in enabling me to plant and 
supply the licensed beds, and to the surrounding poor, 
in finding them employment at a time when any other 
kind of work is difficult or impossible to be found ; and 
experience has proved that the summer fishing has been 
most beneficial to the public beds thus worked in close 
time. They have continued to produce year hy year a 
larger quantity of oysters as well as a far better quality. 
This is merely the result anticipated by myself, and is 
a well-kuown and established fact in all English fish- 
eries, and will be seen proved by the evidence given 
before the Deep Sea Fishery Commissioners, at meet- 
ings held in those places in 1865. 

When the Order was made in 1865, a number of 
the fishermen throughout the bay wished to take ad- 
vantage of it and dredge, but a large majority decided 
that the by-law should be practically annulled, and 
they threatened to drown the occupants and smash up 
the boats of any person found dredging, and I derived 
therefore very small benefit for that year and the fol- 
lowing season of 1866 ; but in 1867 and 1868 the fish- 
ermen in the neighbourhood of my beds succeeded in 
being allowed to dredge, and I obtained in those years 
between four and five hundred barrels. I believe that 



the parties wishing to rescind the Order give out tw 
reasons — 

1st. “ That the public beds are being exhausted ” 

2nd. “ That none but those living in the close neigh, 
bourhood to each respective public bed, have a 
right to dredge thereon.” 

They, therefore, complain that other fishermen who 
have dredged on other beds near them in the summer 
time have claimed to join and have joined in the fish- 
ing of the public beds near the complainants. 

As regards the first point, one fact is worth many argu- 
ments, and I will show by the figures to be presented 
to the Commissioners, that so far from the beds having 
been exhausted, there has been a continuous and very 
rapidly increasing production each successive year since 
1865, and indeed since the fishery has been established. 

As regards the second point, I believe the Commis- 
sioners will not for a moment entertain the point, that 
the particular villagers living opposite a public bed 
have the sole right to fish there and exclude all others. 

I should he very unwilling in any way to injure so 
valuable a fishery ; and I have always done my utmost 
to forward the interests of the fishermen of the bay 
without altogether studying my own pocket. It has 
been this feeling which has prevented me accepting the 
services of a fleet of Essex boats, which has been many 
times offered me for service in Clew Bay. 

I trust tliat the Commissioners will consider thattbe 
only ground given by the petitioners for rescinding the 
Order, viz., the exhausting of the public beds, will have 
been refuted by the returns presented at the meeting. 
I have been at great trouble to collect from my boohs 
and other sources, and to verify the returns, aud I am 
sure there is no other person who has been in a posi- 
tion to obtain such information. 

I have the honour to be, sir, 

Your very obedient servant, 

George Austin. 



Appendix No. 9. 



Sea Fisheries 
Act, 1868.— 
Correspond- 
ence. 



Sea Fisheries Act, 1868. Correspondence with the Board of Trade with regard 
to the Registry and Marking of Boats. 



H. 3993. 

Board of Trade (Harbour Department), 

Whitehall, S.W., November 10, 1868. 

Sir, — I am directed by the Board of Trade to acquaint 
you, for the information of the Public Works Com- 
missioners, that upon the Royal assent being given to 
the Sea Fisheries Act, 1868, Mr. Ogilvie and Mr. 
Pennell were instructed to prepare and submit a draft 
of proposed regulations for carrying into effect the 
provisions of that Act with regard to the numbering, 
lettering, and registering boats. 

I am further directed to transmit to you copies of 
tlie report made by those gentlemen to the Board of 
Trade, to which is appended a Draft of the Regulations 
proposed by them for consideration and to request that 
the Commissioners will favour this Board with any 
observations they may have to offer upon the proposed 
regulations, and especially with any suggestions as to 
the machinery and instruments for carrying them into 
effect. 

I am, sir, your obedient servant, 

,C. Oeoid Trevor. 

The Secretary, 

Commissioners of Public Works, 

Dublin. 

Sea Fisheries Act, 1868. 

Regulations Proposed by the Board of Trade. 

Office of Public Works, 
Custom House, Dublin, 
16th December, 1868. 

Sir, — In reply to your letter of the 10th ultimo, en- 
closing draft of proposed regulations and requesting the 



observations of this Board thereon, and especially any 
suggestions they may have to offer in regard to the 
machinery and instruments for carrying these regula- 
tions into effect, I am directed to state that as it ap- 
pears that under the Act of 1868 the certificates of 
registry for the several classes of fishing boats must be 
issued, and tlie record of registry kept by the Collector 
of Customs in their several collectorates, the Board sec 
nothing to object to in the machinery, namely, the 
District Officers of Coast Guard, by which it is pro- 
posed to give effect to, and carry out, the system. 

The Board beg to observe, however, that some in- 
convenience may, and probably will, arise from the 
limits of the several collectorates and of the Coast Guard 
districts not being conterminous, as shown by the en- 
closed map, and the same inconvenience will extend to 
the returns from, and correspondence with, the Inspect- 
ing Officers of the Coast Guard districts, to whom the 
Board must still look for local information regarding 
the fisheries, and without which information and re- 
turns they would, in fact, be unable to ascertain the ex- 
isting condition of the Fisheries, or institute those 
comparisons between their past aud existing sta e 
which are of so much statistical value. 

In connexiou with this subject the Board would o 
to refer to their Fishery Report for 1865 for tlieir vie vr- 
as to the manner in which the more efficient aid ° 
Coast Guard Officers. might be secured, and whic ; 
continue to think a most desirable object. 

The Board have only to odd that, in their opi ^ 
the exception from the regulation for the mar mg 
bu oys and fish ing gear, which it is proposed to au 
in the case of boats 'when employed m • e , t f oi 
herring fishery would, with much advantage, a 
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boats engaged in the 
' request that favour- 
i the proposition they 

t servant, 
ornsbt, Secretary. 



I, London. 



hour Department), 
23rd Dec., 1868. 
ard of Trade to ac- 
t instant, offering the 
;rs of Public Works 
regulations for carry- 
ig Sea Fisheries Act, 
iring, and registering 



rely upon the Board of Trade doing their utmost in Appendix.' 
concert with them to remove it. .. 

With regard to the suggestions offered by the Com- 'jg^'Y 
missioners, that the existing exemption from the regu- Correspond- 
lation for the marking of buoys and fishing gear, which ence. 
it is proposed to continue in the case of boats when 
employed in the Scotch herring fishery, would with 
much advantage, at least for the present, be extended 
to Irish boats engaged in the Irish fisheries generally. I 
am to state that after careful consideration the Board 
of Trade have come to the decision that it would be 
inexpedient to create fresh exceptions. 

I am to request that in laying the enclosed printed 
papers before the Commissioners of Public Works you 
will state that any further suggestions or observations 
upon the amended regulations which the Commissioners 
may desire to offer will be received with pleasure by 
this Board, and that as it is extremely desirable that 
the regulations should be brought into operation as 
soon as possible, the favour of an early communication 
will be much valued. 



t you will convey to 
the Board of Trade 
co-operation, and at 
i for their information 
proposed regulations, 
suggestions made by 
/’s Customs, which it 
ng of the measure, 
ence which the Com- 
ic to apprehend may 
>ral coilectorates and 
; being conterminous, 
remark that they do 
ment at least, there is 
regulations, and they 
to wait until the difli- 
ners practically arises, 
e Commissioners may 



I am, sir, your obedient servant, 

C. Cecil Trevob. 

The Secretary, Office of Public Works, Dublin. 

22551-68. Office of Publio Works, Custom-House, 
Dublin, 8th January, 1869. 

Sir, — I am directed by this Board to acknowledge 
the receipt of your letter of the 23rd ult., transmitting 
amended copies of the regulations for the sea coast 
fisheries of the British Islauds, and to state in reply that 
it does not appear to them necessary to offer any 
further observation on the subject. 

I am, sir, your obedient servant, 

E. Hornsby, Secretary. 
The Assistant Secretary, Harbour Department, 
Board of Trade, Whitehall, London, S.W. 



Appendix No. 10. 



shing Company, 
fall, Cork, 

April 20, 1869. 

: request contained in 
king that information 
Fishery Commissioners 
y since our last report, 
s that the Company is 
g Directors, as well as 
>f the Company, have 
success. 

increased the number 
:tcnded our operations, 
id plant of the Messrs, 
have taken over the 
them on the West Pier, 
s of those experienced 
of our Company, 
enty-two luggers, fally 
cc. Up to the present 
irations to the three or 
it Kinsale, but having 
lowtb, with a resident 
ition to follow up the 
the herring fishing on 
plate trying the cod and 
nd establishing a curing 
there 3 our object being 
interest of our share- 
we can, the Irish coast 
by bit, their commercial 

manufacturing onr own 
ills, which insures to us 
ants than we otherwise 
iw under consideration 



the advisability of erection of machinery for the pur- South of Ire- 
pose of making our owe netting. 

The mackerel showed off this coast unusually early * J 
this season, fully a fortnight before the usual time, and 
the season opened most auspiciously, the crew of the 
first vessel that went iu search of them having earned 
£100 in two nights’ fishing. 

As usual, the quantity of fish off the coast has 
varied with change of wind and weather, sometimes 
appearing in enormous quantities, and then almost dis- 
appearing altogether for days. In one night, recently, 
our vessels took 101,000, and might have doubled that 
quantity bad the weather been moderate 3 but owing 
to the weight of fish meshed (while a heavy sea was 
running) some of the vessels had to cut away portions 
of their trains, being unable to carry the entire quantity 
in the net, even if they could get it on board. For the 
last fortnight, fishing has been light, and prices have 
in consequence ruled unusually high. The season 
which generally lasts to the end of June is still going 
on, and as there are at present large quantities of ice 
at Kinsale, which enhances the value of the fish (and 
which is sold at a reasonable rate) we have every 
reason to hope that it will be a remunerative season. 

From 6th March to the 10th April, the Company’s 
vessels have takeD 280,000 mackerel, which varied in 
price from 9s. to 30s. a hogshead (120) according to 
circumstances. The accounts are not made up so as to 
enable me to give the money value, but the one-half 
the gross amount produced, and five per cent, additional, 
has been paid to the fishermen employed in the 
vessels. 

I am, sir, your obedient servant, 

George Purcell, Secretary. 

To the Secretary, Irish Fishery Commissioners, 

Dublin. 
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Appendix No. XI. 



At the Court at Osborne House, Isle of Wight, 
the 29th day of April, 1869. 

Present : — The Queen’s most Excellent Majesty in 
Council. 

Whereas by “ The Sea Fisheries Act, 1868,” it is 
amongst other things enacted that the Irish Fishery 
Commissioners may, from timo to time, lay before Her 
Majesty in Council, Bye-laws for the purpose of re- 
stricting or regulating the dredging for oysters on any 
oyster beds or banks situate within the distance of 
twenty miles, measured from a straight line drawn from 
the eastern part of Lambay Island to Carnsore Point, 
on the coast of Ireland, outside of the exclusive fishery 
limits of the British Islands, and all such Bye-laws 
shall apply equally to all boats and persons on whom 
they may be binding, and that it shall be lawful for 
Her Majesty, by Order in Council, to do all or any of 
the following things, namely : — 

(«.) To direct that such Bye-laws shall be observed. 

(6.) To impose penalties not exceeding twenty 
pounds for the breach of such Bye-laws. 

(c.) To apply to the breach of such Bye-laws such 
(if any) of the enactments in force respecting 
the breach of the regulations respecting Irish 
Oyster Fisheries, within the exclusive fishery 
limits of the British Islands, and with such 
modifications and alterations as may be found 
desirable. 

(d.) To revoke or alter any Order so made. 

Provided that the length of close time prescribed by 
any such Order shall not be shorter than that prescribed 
for the time being by the Irish Fishery Commissioners, 
in respect of beds or banks within the exclusive fishery 
limits of the British Islands. And that every such 
Order shall be binding on all British sea fishing boats, 
and on any other sea fishing boats in that behalf spe- 
cified in the Order, and on the crews of such boats : 

And whereas the Irish Fishery Commissioners have 
made and laid before Her Majesty in Council a Bye-law, 



copy whereof is set forth in the schedule herein 
nexed. 01860 an- 

And whereas it has been made to appear to w 
Majesty that the length of close time prescribed by 
said Bye-law is not shorter than that now 
bj the Irish fishery Commission™ in reipsX of fi 

IW, therefore, Her Mkj esty, in exercise of the nows, 
rested in Her hy the said recited Act, by nod with? 
advice of Her Privy Council, is pleased to ii“t fc 
the said Bye-law shall be observed. ^ 

Schedule. 

We, whose names are hereunto subscribed heino 
Commissioners of Sea Fisheries, acting in pursuance of 
the sixty-seventh section of an Act passed in theses 
sion of Parliament of the thirty-first and thirty-second 
years of Her present Majesty, chapter forty-five, called 
The Sea Fisheries Act, lSG8,’’do hereby decide and 
appoint that the close time, during which it shall not 
be lawful to dredge for, take, catch, or destroy any 
oyster or oyster brood, on or off any part of the east 
and south-east coast of Ireland, within the distance of 
twenty miles, measured from a straight line drawn from 
the eastern point of Lambay Island, in the county of 
Dublin, to Carnsore Point, in tbe county of Wexford 
outside tbe exclusive fishery limits of the British Islands’ 
shall be between the thirtieth day of April and thefiret 
day of September in each year. 

J. G. McKerlie, 

W. R. Le Fanu, 

Two of the Commissioners of Public Works 
and Sea Fisheries in Ireland. 

James Redmond Barry, 
Inspecting Commissioner of Sea Fisheries 
in Ireland. 

Dated at the Office of Public Works, Dublin, 
this 23rd day of April, 1869. 



Dublin : Printed by Alexander Thom, 87 & 88 Abbey-street, 
For Her Majesty’s Stationery Office. 
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